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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

DIRECTORS OE CONVICT PRISONS 

IN IRELAND, 

UNDER 17 & 18 VIC., CAP. 76. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. EDWARD IIORSMAN, M.P., 

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 

Convict Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

April 26, 1855. 

Sir, 

In pursuance of the Act 17 & 18 Vic., chap. 76, we Report, 
beg leave to submit our Report on the state of the Go- 
vernment Prisons in Ireland for 1854. 

The circumstance of our having been appointed 
Directors of Convict Prisons so late as 29th November, 

1854, prevents our noticing more particulars of that year 
than merely the accommodation, number of convicts, their 
disposal and employment. We append the ordinary 
reports of the Governors, Chaplains, and Medical Officers 
of the different Prisons in the usual manner. 

Accommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Accommod»- 
Prisons on the 1st January, 1855, we estimate as tlon ' 
suitable for only 3,210, although the number of prisoners 
in them amounts to 3,427. Arrangements are, however, 
in progress which will remedy this overcrowding. 

Government Prisons. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody on the 1st January, 1 855, 3,097 330 3,427 

Accommodation on 1st January, 1855, . 2,860 350 3,210 

County and City Goals. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 1855, . 144 361 505 

The accommodation for female convicts has since 
been somewhat increased, and is now sufficient for 460. 

B 
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No. of Convicts Sentenced to — 



Transportation. Penal Servitude. 



7 years, 


. - 


4 years, 


. 550 


10 years, 


. - 


6 years, 


. 96 


15 years, 


. 31 


10 years, 


. 22 


Life, 


. 10 


Life, 


1 


Total, . 


. 41 


Total, . 


. 669 



Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 3,932. 

Disposal of Convicts. 

Disposal of During: the past year, 250 convicts have been sent 
to Bermuda. 



Transports 


Embarked. 


Date of sailing. 


Whence. 


To. 


Amazon, 

Total, 


H. 

250 


]?. 


1854 

12th April 


Queenstown, . 


Bermuda. 


250 



Employment of Convicts. 

Employment of They have either been employed on the Public Works, 
Convicts. gpjk e i s i ari d and the Forts, or at Trades in the other 

prisons. 

Our observations respecting 1854 must necessarily be 
limited, but we feel there are subjects of such vast im- 
portance to the religious and moral improvement of 
the convicts of this country to be carried on in the 
present year, that we consider it our duty to foreshadow 
our intentions in this Report. 

The deplorable aspect and apparent destitution of the 
Irish convicts appeared to us to require immediate at- 
tention, and we have endeavoured, as far as possible, to 
remedy this state of things, which contrasts strongly with 
the condition of those in England. Our opinion is cor- 
roborated by extracts appended from the Reports of the 
Governor, Comptroller-General, and Superintendent of 
Convicts, &c., in Western Australia, dated September 11, 
1854, and forwarded for the information of the Secretary 
for the Colonies. 

Extracts from a Despatch from Governor Fitzgerald to the 
Right Honourable Sir George Grey, Bart. 

, . . September 11,1 854. 

“ Some of the Irish prisoners, per ships ‘ Phoebe Dunbar ’ and 
‘ Robert Small,’ have proved in many instances, I regret to 
say, an exception to this very gratifying state of things ; the 
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result of recent experience and close observation of these men, 
you will perceive, induces the Comptroller-General to hope that 
men from the Irish prisons will not be sent to this Colony with 
tickets-of-leave. 

“If, therefore, future drafts be sent, I fully concur with the 
Comptroller-General in thinking that this class of prisoners, 
more especially than any other, should remain inmates of the 
prison at Fremantle, under rigid control, for at least twelve 
months, to give any hope of sending them forth into the com- 
munity trained to habits of industry and self reliance, which 
they appear to be somewhat indisposed to exercise in general.” 

Extracts from Enclosure— Comptroller-General’s Half-yearly 
Report, for the period ending December 31, 1853. 

May 1, 1854. 

“The remarkable absence of crime in the prison previous to the 
arrival of the Irish convict ships, is a most gratifying proof of 
the well-working of the system. Out of five hundred prisoners, 
only three offences are recorded in August, and six in Sep- 
tember.” 

Extracts from Reports of the Superintendent. 

Superintendent’s Office, Fremantle, 
January 10, 1854. 

“In the instances of the Irish prisoners, received per the ships 
‘ Robert Small ’ and ‘ Phcebe Dunbar,’ it was held by judicial 
and medical authority, that their prostrate condition, physically 
and morally, the result, it was conjectured, of long imprison- 
ment, low diet, and bad training, rendered it necessary that 
they should be subjected to a course of preparatory discipline, 
arbitrary in duration in some cases, but relative and propor- 
tionate to the term of sentence in others, prior to their being 
exposed to the trials of a strange climate and novel society, and 
certain compensating allowances in these arbitrary cases were 
then discussed and decided upon. 

“ Such compensatingallowances, however, were made depen- 
dent upon the relative good or bad conduct of the individual, 
thus contributing to the disciplinary machinery of our system 
of penal economy. 

“ It will be seen that the English prisoners maintained an 
exemplary course of conduct, the per-centage of crime amongst 
them being singularly small. The Irish prisoners, per ‘Robert 
Small ’ and ‘ Phoebe Dunbar,’ exhibit a per-centage of prison 
crime, during the period of their detention within the establish- 
ment, far in excess of the average proportion of their English 
fellows. The reconvicted men, although showing a large excess 
over the averages of probation prisoners, (which is to be 
expected from the fact of these men being usually the worst of 
their class), do yet, compared with the preceding half-year, dis- 
play a marked improvement. 

_ “In checking irregularities, as previously observed, the opera- 
tion of the present classification system has been most salutary;. 

B 2 
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but it may be remarked as a noticeable feature in the idiosyn- 
cracy of the Irish prisoners, that is to say, those who arrived 
direct from Ireland, and who had not undergone the present 
discipline held applicable to convicts sentenced in England, that 
there appears a singular inaptitude to comprehend the nature 
of moral agencies, or to be affected by them ; neither do they 
seem to understand the desirableness, we will say, of self-reliance, 
or the necessity for the exercise of habits of propriety, industry, 
and prudence, as a moans towards extricating themselves from 
the consequences of former errors. With them, whether it be 
the result of bad management or not, I am hardly prepared to 
say, but coercion appears to be the only force they are capable of 
appreciating ; consequently, to some extent, our system has been 
found inoperative with them. 

“ Without enlarging this report by a minute analysis of the 
data shown upon the return under review, I would simply 
observe, that the offences of ‘ irreverence at prayers,’ ‘ absence 
from prayers,’ ‘ idleness upon the works,’ ‘ insolence,’ &c., 
were exclusively committed by the ‘Robert Small’ and ‘ Phoebe 
Dunbar’ men. 

“ The reception of 600 men, who appeared lost to every impulse 
of independent thought or action, who were reduced to the 
condition of mere machines, who were debilitated by protracted 
imprisonment, diseased to an alarming extent, indolent to a 
degree by long habit, and noticeably ill-trained, was a task under 
our circumstances of some gravity. A careful examination of 
the assignment sheets in connexion with the preceding conside- 
rations, led to the adoption of a certain deferential scale of periods 
of further probationary detention, in the instances of these men, 
bearing some relevance to the terms of actual servitude.” 

The condition of the Irish convicts here described is 
the result of the want of proper system which has hitherto 
existed in this country, together with a deficiency of 
suitable prison accommodation. 

We are quite aware of the great interruption that 
must arise to the prosecution of the course of treatment 
the Prison Authorities in Western Australia are so 
laudably desirous of carrying out, by the arrival of Irish 
convicts in the state described. We cannot, for the 
present, therefore, (however desirable it would be on 
account of our limited accommodation for prisoners), con- 
sistently advise the deportation of convicts from this 
country to any colony. Those we hope to be enabled to 
send early in 1856, will, we trust, have given such evi- 
dence of reformation, as to induce us to recommend 
them specially as colonists when their penal term shall have 
expired. We shall endeavour to make such deportation a 
reward for good conduct, and feel assured it will operate 
as a powerful auxiliary in the cause of reformation. 
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The same feeling which prevents our inflicting on a 
colony convicts who have not been subjected to a pro- 
per course of piison discipline also precludes our bring- 
ing forward prisoners for discharge in this country on 
Tickets of Licence as in England. We consider such 
‘■.Ticket of Licence to be a sort of guarantee to the 
community, that in consequence of a prisoner having 
been subjected to a proper course of prison discipline 
and reformatory treatment, he is considered a fit subject 
to be received and employed by those outside the prison. 

Such reformatory course not having hitherto been 
pursued . in this country, we have not felt ourselves 
justified in recommending the issue of tickets of licence. 

On commencing our duties, we found the most pressing- 
evil to be remedied was, the indiscriminate association of 
the young with those more advanced in years and crime; 
instead, therefore, of awaiting the completion of the Ju- 
venile Penal Reformatory Prison, (a period, probably, of 
eighteen months or two years), we immediately selected 
all the male convicts under seventeen years of age, and 
placed them at Mountjoy and Philipstown Prisons.’ In 
the former there are separate sleeping cells, and conve- 
nient accommodation for working in association during 
the day. W e have every reason to be fully satisfied with 
the results as evinced by the conduct and industry of the 
prisoners located here. In the latter there were facili- 
ties for separating the juveniles from the adults; but 
similar advantages to those possessed by Mountjoy were 
not here presented, and the elfects have not been so fa- 
vourable ; however we hope that great improvement will 
result from arrangements which we are now enabled to 
make in consequence of the barrack (situated within the 
walls of the prison) having been recently transferred to 
the convict department, and by which the prisoners will 
be placed under more effective supervision. 

Taking into consideration the inefficient state of the 
educational departments of the Convict Depots, and the 
importance which should be attached to them in this 
country, where the causes of crime are principally igno- 
rance and destitution, we have felt it our duty to recom- 
mend that all the Government Prison Schools should be 
placed under the inspection of the National Board of 
Education. We are much indebted to the Right Hon. 
Alexander Macdonnell, the Resident Commissioner, and 
P.. J . Keenan, Esq., for having been the means of secur- 
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ing the services of two gentlemen as Head School- 
masters, for Mountjoy and Philipstown Prisons. For the 
former we have selected Mr. M'Gauran, late master of 
the Andrean Free Day School, in Cumberland-street, 
who has had great experience in training as well as 
teaching, amongst a class of persons from which the cri- 
minals may be expected to emanate. 

For the latter, we have chosen Mr. Donaghy, (late master 
of Cork Union School), who has a well earned reputation, 
and possesses qualifications we have thought it all-im- 
portant to require. Our intention is to train our different 
masters from time to time, under these gentlemen, and 
thus ensure a uniformity of system throughout the 
Government Prison Schools. W e trust, therefore, the 
experience they have had will exercise a beneficial in- 
fluence through the different convict establishments. 

In order further to increase the influence which we 
trust these teachers will exercise over the convicts under 
their care, we thought fit to recommend the Govern- 
ment to allow them to visit the different penal and re- 
formatory establishments in England, and practically 
acquaint themselves with the systems adopted therein, 
thus giving them an opportunity of forming opinions on 
a broad basis, which would render them more efficient for 
the reformation and training ofthe prisoners. Permission 
to carry out this recommendation was readily accorded 
by Lord St. Germans, and we have reason to believe the 
result will be most advantageous to the service. 

We have found it necessary to call for special reports 
on the character and capabilities of the different officers 
of the prisons, with a view to remove those who are not 
qualified for so important a position ; and regret to add 
that w'e have been compelled to recommend the dismissal 
of several warders for drunkenness, a crime that cannot 
be tolerated for an instant in a prison where a good moral 
example should operate as one of the principal elements 
of reformation. 

W e have endeavoured to assimilate the treatment of the 
Irish convicts as far as possible to those of England — i.e., 
immediately after conviction the male adults will be sub- 
jected to separate imprisonment at Mountjoy, Dublin, 
for a maximum period of nine months, though we hope 
to be enabled to recommend that an average shorter 
period should be recognized. Before undergoing this 
stage of imprisonment, they are medically inspected, and 
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owing to the diseased state of the convicts of this country, 
we regret to say the rejections are very large. We are 
in hopes, however, and are disposed to believe, from the 
assurance of one of our Board, well conversant with 
medical subjects, that we may in most cases be able to 
carry out some portion of the term by judicious treatment 
on the part of the Medical Officer at Mountjoy. The 
high character and professional attainments of Dr. Rynd 
enables us to place every confidence in his judgment. 

We have altered the arrangements that existed in this 
prison before our Board was formed, and, as we believe, 
with beneficial effects. The manufacturing department 
was then carried on, as we consider, to the detriment of 
the deterring and reformatory character of a prison, built 
at a great expense for a special purpose, the principal 
feature of which was to induce religious impressions into 
the hearts of the convicts, through the influence of their 
Chaplains, whose time should be devoted to them, and 
who consider that the best preparation for these in- 
fluences is the reflection engendered in separation instead 
of the mind being busily and pleasantly occupied with the 
active employment of manufactures. Education in this 
prison (a peculiarly fitted field for it) will, we trust, from 
recent arrangements, before alluded to, operate as an 
essential element in reformation. 

Having adverted to the first part of the system and 
treatment of the convicts, which is passed in separate 
confinement, and devoted almost exclusively to their 
moral and religious instruction, it remains for us now to 
describe the manner in which effect will be given to the 
latter portion of their sentences, while they are employed 
in labour on the public works, or in the prosecution of 
trade, when it will be necessary that the utmost care 
and attention should be paid to strengthen and con- 
firm any improvement that may have been effected 
during the first period of their confinement ; and at the 
same time to make every exertion to establish habits 
of industry, and inculcate that degree of moral feeling 
and self-reliance which will enable them successfully 
to struggle against the temptations and difficulties they 
must encounter in their future connexion with the world. 

The condition of Spike Island Convict Prison having 
been detailed in the several reports of the Commissioners 
of Convict Inquiry, previous to the appointment of the 
present Board of Directors, it is unnecessary again to 
enter very fully into that subject. It is desirable to say 
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that a further and more intimate acquaintance with the 
discipline and management of that prison does not give us 
any ground for altering the opinions already submitted 
to the Government thereon, viz., that under such a system 
as that hitherto in force, it would be hopeless to look for 
any improvement or moral reformation of the prisoners. 

One of the principal defects has been the inefficiency 
and unfitness of many of the officers for the performance 
of the duties required, which in a ‘‘Public Works 
Prison ” are of a very arduous and responsible nature, 
and demand (in order to be satisfactorily carried out) 
men possessing a high moral standard combined with an 
amount of energy and physical strength found only in 
persons in the prime of life. 

Heretofore, officers who had been guilty of drunken- 
ness, or who had otherwise misconducted themselves at 
other prisons, were frequently punished by being sent to 
do duty at Spike Island, a practice calculated to degrade 
the character of the officers generally, to lower them in 
the estimation of the convicts, and lessen their autho- 
rity and control. Many of the warders were men much 
advanced in years, and infirm, therefore totally incapable 
of efficiently performing any duties requiring either much 
exertion of body or energy of mind. 

Further, the nature and disposition of the buildings 
appropriated for prison accommodation at Spike Island, 
together with the general association of the prisoners, 
necessitated thereby, must, under any circumstances 
prove highly unfavourable to the attainment of the same 
moral improvement and discipline which have been 
arrived at in the prisons of late established for the execu- 
tion of public works in England, and demand a larger 
staff than has heretofore been employed in this prison, 
or than wrnuld be necessary in suitably constructed 
buildings. At our recommendation, the office of Deputy 
Governor of Spike Island has been abolished, as being 
unnecessary whilst there is a Local Inspector, whose 
duties are now ably performed by Major Atkins. 

The numerical insufficiency of the staff heretofore 
employed has been such that it has been found imprac- 
ticable to have the same officers daily in charge of the 
same prisoners on the works, the evils arising therefrom 
must be apparent to all : the officers, being of course, 
comparatively but little acquainted with the character of 
the prisoners under their charge ; the difficulty of fixing 
the responsibility for the proper execution of any works 
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in progress on any individual officer, and the impossibility 
of keeping - an efficient record of the conduct and indus- 
try of the prisoners, causing a total absence of all stimu- 
lus to industry or good conduct on their part. 

The moral and religious improvement of the convicts 
have not certainly been made matters of great or suffi- 
cient importance, nor has their school instruction 
received much attention. The chapel, used also as the 
school-room, has heretofore been very little better than 
a temporary shed ; only two schoolmasters have been 
employed for the instruction of the entire body of the 
convicts, which in number has even exceeded 2,000 ; 
consequently a large proportion of the prisoners have not 
attended school at all. 

We have now provided more suitable chapel accommo- 
dation for this prison, and hope shortly to complete the 
arrangements contemplated for the establishment of an 
effective system of school instruction, which will provide 
forthe educationof thewhole body of the prisoners, and not 
be confined as heretofore chiefly to the juvenile portion. 

The present Board having, as already observed, been 
in office only since the 29th of last November, cannot 
possibly be in a position to state that much has yet been 
effected to render the organization of this prison tho- 
roughly sound and efficient, more especially as for the 
most part the alterations which vve have deemed essen- 
tially necessary, and which have been approved and sanc- 
tioned by the Government, could not be carried into 
effect until after the commencement of the present finan- 
cial year ; it is, however, satisfactory to know that some 
considerable and marked improvement has been effected, 
even to a greater extent than we could have ventured to 
anticipate from the necessarily partial and very imperfect 
arrangements which it has as yet been found practicable 
to make. 

We have already made some progress in the reorgan- 
ization of the prison staff, and are now in a position very 
shortly to complete the further alterations intended. 

After having made a careful and close inquiry into the 
state of the officers with regard to their physical condi- 
tion, their general character, capabilities and past history, 
we found ourselves reluctantly compelled to bring for- 
ward several for discharge from the service who were 
altogether physically unfit for the performance of the 
duties required of them. 
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Proper means are at present taken to ascertain whether 
candidates* for employment in the convict service are 
duly qualified previous to their selection, which is now 
made on probation for the first six months, during which 
period the Governor is required to observe carefully and 
report to the Directors at least every month on their 
qualifications, abilities, general character, habits, temper, 
and disposition. Should these reports not prove satisfac- 
tory, and should the Directors be convinced that such per- 
sons will not eventually prove fitting and desirable to be 
intrusted with the charge of prisoners, their services will 
be dispensed with, and their appointments not confirmed. 

We are establishing a stricter system of discipline 
among the officers, while at the same time we are endea- 
vouring gradually, as far as circumstances will admit, to 
remove many discomforts and minor evils under which 
they have heretofore laboured. W e have taken measures 
to ensure a careful supervision of their conduct, charac- 
ter, zeal, and ability, and to cause such records thereof 
to be kept as will enable the Directors at all times to 
form a correct and sound opinion of their respective 
merits. We hope further, by. making the rewards and 
promotion of the officers contingent solely on their own 
good conduct, ability, and faithful service, to raise their 
character and elevate their position generally, and thus 
to render the situations of warders in the Government 
prisons more generally sought for by a superior class of 
the community. 

We have prepared rules for the government of this as 
well as the other prisons, which have been submitted for 
approval ; they have been framed on and are in accord- 
ance with those which have for some time past been 
advantageously in operation in England, altered and 
extended in some respects as required by local circum- 
stances, and by the recent alterations in the law substi- 
tuting “ penal servitude ” in lieu of “ transportation.” 

These rules provide for a careful classification of the 
prisoners according to their general conduct and charac- 
ter; and their removal from one grade to another is made 
contingent on their conduct, general demeanour, industry, 
and the desire evinced by them to profit by the instruc- 
tion offered, and to derive advantage from the efforts 
made for their moral and religious improvement. 

A system of gratuities analogous to that which has 

* See Candidates in Appendix, p. 97.' 
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long been established in the convict prisons in England,* 
has been adopted here as an encouragement and reward 
for good conduct, and also as a stimulus to industry, 
which we apprehend to be one of the most important 
elements in the reformation of criminals, for if steady 
and determined habits of industry have not been formed 
by them, no reasonable hope can be entertained that 
after they have been discharged from prison, they will 
be able to gain an honest living, or ever obtain a respec- 
table position in the world, or that any reformation 
and improvement effected in prison would prove of a 
permanent nature. 

We have taken some pains to devise a plain and 
effective method of concisely recording all the particulars 
connected with the conduct, character, and industry of 
the convicts and to show the nature and degree of any 
offences which may be committed by them ; and further, 
in order that they should be made aware of their position 
and progress in the prison, and of the records which are 
made concerning them, and also with a view to impress 
on their minds the importance attached to their good 
conduct, we havedirected that a badge calculated to effect 
these objects shall be awarded to each convict every 
month. The system of classification, gratuities, badges, 
and the records of conduct and industry, are fully detailed 
in the rules of the prison, and therefore need not be 
further dwelt on here. 

The rules have not yet been brought into full opera- 
tion, but such steps have been taken, and such results 
obtained, as will render their almost immediate estab- 
lishment a matter of comparatively little difficulty. The 
convicts have been partially classified by the Governor, 
a work which has been attended with some difficulty, 
owing to the absence or imperfect nature of any docu- 
ments from which an opinion could be formed of their 
respective characters. A stricter system of discipline is 
now enforced, a careful record of the conduct of the 
prisoners is kept, and their industry on the works is 
duly supervised ; attention is paid to convince them that 
by good conduct and industry on their parts, they can 
alone look for favour or reward. The physical condition 
and appearance of the convicts is already ameliorated, 
and some amount of industry and energy is now displayed 
by them. On the whole, a marked improvement, appa- 

* See Appendix, p. 96. 
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rent even to a casual observer, has taken place, which 
we consider highly creditable to the present Governor, 
who is an able, active, and judicious officer. 

The improvement which has already taken place in 
this prison under the unfavourable circumstances which 
have been shown to exist, and which have been partially 
removed, gives us confidence that after the proposed 
alterations shall be completed, we shall be enabled to 
recommend the deportation of convicts to Western 
Australia should be resumed, without fear that the 
Governor of that Colony will have cause to renew his 
representations and remonstrances against the introduc- 
tion of the Irish convicts. 

We anticipate shortly being in a position to draft a 
body of convicts from this prison, who will be in all res- 
pects fit for the execution of any public work on which 
it may be thought proper to employ convict labour and 
we shall also be able to replace them with others qua- 
lified for the works at Spike Island. The practicability 
of employing convicts so that the value of the work per- 
formed by them shall exceed the entire cost of their 
maintenance and supervision, without in any way neglect- 
ing their moral and religious instruction and improve- 
ment, has already been proved to demonstration in 
England. We do not consider the profit which may 
accrue from the labour of the convicts to be the first or 
most important object, still it, doubtless, is very desirable 
that so large an amount of labour should not" be misap- 
plied or lost to the country. We are of opinion that 
employment may be obtained which will not only prove 
beneficial to the country, but which may be made 
instrumental both to their moral improvement and in- 
dustrial training. 

There cannot, we think, be much difficulty in finding 
suitable .works for the employment of convicts; but 
we do not feel that it falls within our province either 
to select or to recommend the selection of any one 
in particular. We consider that our duty restricts us 
to pointing out the description of works on which convict 
labour can be profitably employed. Their maintenance 
falling on the country generally, great care should, of 
course, be taken that the works on which convicts are 
employed should be of national importance and not con- 
fined to any mere local benefit or advantage. 

The construction of breakwaters and harbours of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisms in Ireland. ' 13 

refuge has of late years occupied a good deal, of public 
attention, such works are now in progress in various 
parts of England, viz., at Holyhead, Dover, Portland, 
also at Jersey. At Portland convicts have been em- 
ployed for some years past with most satisfactory results, 
both with regard to the work performed by them, and 
also as to their moral improvement and industrial train- 
ing. The want of similar works in this country is much 
felt, as is shown by the number of wrecks which an- 
nually occur, especially along the whole eastern coast. 
Such constructions on this coast would, undoubtedly, 
prove of even more than national importance, and 
would also confer considerable local benefit, while at the 
same time they present peculiar advantages for the em- 
ployment of convicts who would be perfectly capable of 
satisfactorily executing them unaided by other labour ; 
or, if considered desirable, free labour also may, without 
detriment to the discipline of the prison, be partially 
used. 

The reclamation of certain waste lands and estuaries, 
and also the construction of fortifications, present suitable 
employment for convicts in this country. 

We propose to erect temporary, or rather moveable 
prison buildings on the site or in the immediate vicinity 
of any public work, which it may. be determined to 
execute by means of convict labour, and on the comple- 
tion thereof, to remove the buildings to any other locality. 

They will be composed of several parts capable of 
being erected either conjointly or separately ; each of 
such parts will afford accommodation for about 250 con- 
victs, and be so constructed that any one or more of 
them may be removed without in any way disarranging 
the remainder of the prison. It will thus be easy at any 
time to provide for an increase or diminution in the num- 
ber of convicts which it may be necessary to employ on 
the works. They will be made externally of iron lined 
in such manner as will provide for proper ventilation and 
the maintenance of a uniform temperature within. Such 
buildings may be made and erected within two months 
from the date of an order being given; and may be taken 
down and re-erected by the convicts themselves under 
proper superintendence. 

A detached portion of such a moveable prison is in 
the course of erection within the walls of Philipstown 
Depot, where an increased amount of accommodation is 
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required, and where there will be works to be executed 
on which a small number of able-bodied convicts may be 
employed temporarily with advantage to the service. 
We have thought it desirable to erect a small portion of 
one of these moveable prisons in the first instance, in 
order that we should be able to avail ourselves of any 
improvement which may be suggested in minor details 
and arrangements previous to carrying out this plan on 
a larger scale. 

The erection of a Juvenile Penal Reformatory Prison 
for convicts, will, we trust, enable us, by a judicious use 
of the deterrent and reformatory agents we shall have at 
our disposal, to obtain results which will be satisfactory 
to the community at large. We are fully alive to the 
laudable interest taken at the present time respecting 
the treatment of juveniles, as well as to the great efforts 
made by philanthropic individuals and societies both in 
England and on the Continent, to establish such a sys- 
tem of training as will conduce to the reformation of 
the criminal. We highly appreciate such efforts, which 
in so many instances have been productive of the most 
favourable results ; we observe that the secret, if we may 
so term it, of these successes has been through indivi- 
dualizing cases, and by the employment of earnest, 
zealous persons, who will alone carry out the reformatory 
system in its integrity, of which we maintain the basis to 
be individualization. We feel no doubt whatever as to the 
favourable results of such treatment if pursued more in 
the Government Prisons than has ever yet been the case. 
When we consider that we have several boys at the 
tender ages of twelve and thirteen years sentenced to 
four years penal servitude for stealing potatoes, &c., 
whose cases we have endeavoured to sift, the majority of 
whom have no parents, no home excepting the low 
lodging houses, whose owners have sent these children 
forth to commit the crimes for which they are now suf- 
fering, we feel that this same reformatory treatment 
carried out as described with the best results by different 
institutions, must exercise a large and important in- 
fluence on any system adopted in the new Penal Refor- 
matory Prison for juvenile convicts. 

To carry this out, however, will involve the procuring 
individuals with special qualifications for the office of 
superintending the young, and as far as possible to place 
them in the establishment. It is true that there will be 
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a difficulty in obtaining such persons, but it is not an 
insuperable one ; we shall be enabled to select some, 
and we have the means of training others whose cha- 
racters and dispositions may induce us to consider such 
a course advisable. The schoolmasters recently appointed 
to Mountjoy and Philipstown will be of great assistance 
to us in promoting this. As, however, from the varieties 
of characters confined in a large convict depot, a more 
penal treatment may be necessary for many ; the con- 
struction of the building will be of a nature to assist the 
objects we have in view. Employment on the land and 
at trades, on the prosecution of which we are inclined to 
place even a greater value in this country than in Eng- 
land, will afford constant occupation, and inculcate those 
habits of industry which will materially aid the cause of 
reformation. 

Our proportion of female criminals is very large, and 
it is much to be deplored that such is the case, considering 
the influence for good or evil that women must exercise 
on the rising generation. This large proportion may, in 
a great measure, be ascribed to the circumstances of the 
country, and want of industrial employment. A prison 
is now erecting at Mountjoy for the reception of 600 
female convicts ; which will, we trust, enable us, from its 
construction, to carry out such penal and reformatory 
treatment as will induce habits of reflection and amend- 
ment, and will also relieve the county gaols from the 
great inconvenience to which they are subjected through 
the reception of Government prisoners. Pending its 
erection, however, we are endeavouring to ameliorate, 
if possible, the condition of those confined in Grange- 
gorman and Cork Prisons, which, unfortunately, can 
only hold a portion of our convicts. Towards attaining 
this object, education adapted to the wants of that 
class, and engendering habits of industry, are the great 
adjuncts to the religious influence inculcated by their 
chaplains. With regard to education, the Female Prison 
Schools, in common with the others, will be placed 
under the inspection of the National Board of Education. 
Heretofore instruction has been limited to those under 
twenty-seven or twenty-eight years : we have given 
directions that there should be no limit as to age pro- 
vided there is a disposition to acquire information. 

Respecting industrial training, we have desired that 
all the convicts should, in turn, receive instruction in 
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cooking, laundry, sewing, knitting, cleaning, &c., instead 
of confining a certain number to a particular occupation; 
although this plan tends to the work not being so well 
performed, we prefer it on account of the advantages 
gained by the individuals receiving general instruction. 

It has been a custom to admit convicts into the prison 
with their children sometimes at the age of five or six 
years ; we cannot consider such places with their neces- 
sary associations, advantageous for the education of the 
young, and recommend its discontinuance, excepting in 
cases of children under two years of age. 

In consequence of the great want of accommoda- 
tion for female prisoners, and with a view to relieve the 
county gaols from the convicts as speedily as possible, 
the old Lunatic Asylum at Cork has been rented by the 
Government, and after undergoing some alterations, has 
been made a temporary Female Convict Depot. IVe 
regret the accommodation is not sufficiently large to 
enable us to give as much relief to the county prisons as 
we should have desired. 

We found the manufacturing department of the convict 
service which has been carried on since 1852, in a state 
of such confusion, disputed debts, liabilities, &c., that 
we requested an accountant might be appointed to 
investigate the matter. He has been employed for the 
last two or three months in the performance of this 
duty, and we may soon expect his report. We think it 
but just to add that this is not caused by the neglect of 
the gentleman who is termed accountant in this office, 
but who has not been called upon to perform any duties 
connected with this department. 

Our intention is to limit very much the area of 
manufacture, and prosecute only such trades as appear 
to be remunerative, usefully instructive, or suitable to 
the physical state of the prisoners. 

W e append rules forthe Superintendent ofTrades, which 
will, we hope, prevent the confusion and misunderstanding 
that seem to have been constantly arising between the 
prisons’ and trades’ department. W e have also desired that 
all articles shall, for the future, be purchased by contract. 

Immediately on coming into office we considered it our 
duty to turn our attention to the state of the medical de- 
partment of the convict service, and make such alterations 
as we deemed absolutely called for by the circumstances. 

In the Dublin Prisons we found an efficient medical 
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staff, consisting of an experienced, physician and apothe- 
cary for each prison of Mountjoy, Newgate, and Smith- 
field, and a physician and surgeon forGrangegorman; but 
no medical officer resided in any of the Dublin prisons. 
The apothecaries received each a small salary, but appear 
to have given no service for it, as they charged separately 
for all the duties they performed in the hospital. 

The prescriptions of the physicians were sent to the 
private establishments of the apothecaries in the city, 
where the medicines were compounded, and charged as 
to private patients. Although this branch of the service 
will have to be remodelled when the contemplated altera- 
tions are completed, viz., the new female prison erected, 
and the convicts removed from the temporary prisons 
of Newgate, Smithfield, and Grangegorman ; still we felt 
that this state of things required immediate attention, 
and we obtained the sanction of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
to increase the salaries of the apothecaries who now com- 
pound the medicines ordered for the prisons, and perform 
all the duties of their office without extra charge. We 
have also made arrangements that the apothecary should 
reside at Mountjoy separate prison ; and all drugs and 
medicines for the hospitals are nowsupplied to the convict 
service by contract with a respectable wholesale establish- 
ment. We calculate that by this arrangement the duties 
will be more efficiently performed, and saving of public 
money in the Dublin prisons alone, in this item, will be 
effected of from £150 to £200 a-year. 

The tendency to tubercular consumption, and the 
different forms of scrofula, at Spike Island, early engaged 
our attention. That Island, situated near the mouth of 
Cork harbour, is exposed without shelter to cold winds, 
which frequently blow from the east and north-east. 
Its climate is variable, and totally unsuited to the class 
of maladies to which the convict, and more especially 
the Irish convict, is peculiarly liable ; indeed we have 
ascertained that a residence on the Island, is found to 
confirm the strumous tendency in constitutions pre- 
disposed to the disease, which quickly develops itself in 
its worst form, and assumes a fatal character. 

Besides the climate of Spike Island being unfavourable 
to invalids, the convicts in that prison laboured under 
peculiar disadvantages from the very defective state of 
the hospital accommodation, which we found to be most 
unsuited for the treatment of disease. W e have made 

c 
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arrangements to remove the hospital to another part of 
the prison, but. a great evil, over which we have no con- 
trol (a deficient plan of sewerage), exists there also; 
and unless it be remedied, and a proper system of 
drainage established in connexion with all parts of the 
prison, we cannot hope for any great improvement in 
the sanitary condition of the place. The removal of 
this evil can alone be effected by the Ordnance Depart- 
ment, and would be found both serviceable to the health 
of the prisoners now, and equally beneficial to the soldiers 
when the Island ceases to be a convict depot. 

For the above reasons we have, on coming into office, 
felt it our duty to alter all the former arrangements which 
we found in force, by which all the phthisical and scro- 
fulous cases were sent to Spike Island, we have not sent 
any new cases there ; all patients who were affected with 
such diseases, and who were capable of removal with- 
out injury, have been transferred to Philipstown convict 
establishment, which is now being fitted up for the ac- 
commodation of invalid prisoners. For this it is suffi- 
ciently suitable, not being subject to the same vicissitudes 
of climate as Spike Island, and is otherwise healthy. 

In consequence of the late season of the year in which 
this Board was established, a great number of patients in 
the hospital at Spike Island were not in a state to bear 
removal to Philipstown ; and we have to deplore for this 
reason, and in consequence of the great severity of the 
season, very great mortality during the last few months. 

Philipstown Depot can be made capable of accom- 
modating about 500 invalids, when the proposed altera- 
tions are effected ; the situation is healthy, being built 
on limestone gravel, and surrounded by peat bogs, 
(not marsh). Scrofulous cases are found to improve 
rapidly on being transferred to this prison, and we trust 
that when the hospital, which we found still more defective 
than that at Spike Island, is completed, it will answer 
all the necessary requirements. We propose to make 
the alterations and buildings by convict labour alone, 
and a moveable prison is now in progress of erection 
for the accommodation of the workmen. VYe are at 
present in treaty to purchase or rent some land con- 
tiguous to the prison, for the purpose of giving agri- 
cultural employment, which we expect will be found to 
be a most effectual means for improving the health and 
habits of the class of prisoners which come under the 
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denomination of infirm, and whose labour will be most 
beneficially applied in such pursuits. 

Many invalids are located at those ill-constructed 
prisons of Newgate and Smithfield, which for want of 
room elsewhere must continue to be occupied until the 
arrangements now making are completed, and better ac- 
commodation, more suited to prison discipline, procured. 

The hospitals in both these prisons are very defective, 
but we considered that at Newgate to be so much so as 
to render it quite unfit for even temporary purposes; and 
the acute type which diseases in that prison were found to 
assume, made it absolutely necessary that we should turn 
our attention to at once effecting such sanitary arrange- 
ments and alterations as were necessary for the preser- 
vation of human life. These are now nearly completed by 
the labour of the prisoners at a trifling expense. 

We subjoin a table showing the mortality in the Irish s. 
convict prisons during the past year, by which it will be p - 
seen to how low a state the physical condition of this class 
of prisoners has been reduced. W e therefore felt it to be 
our duty to provide a higher scale of dietary where ne- 
cessary, which will give the convict sufficient strength of 
constitution to enable him to resist disease ; that when 
his time of penal servitude shall have expired, he will be 
restored to society with an unimpaired constitution, and 
with sufficient health and energies to enable him to take 
a respectable place in the community, and engage in suclj 
industrial, pursuits as his moral and religious training 
while under our charge, will, We trust, prompt him to 
follow ; while at the same time we have been careful to 
deprive the convict of every article which could be con- 
sidered a luxury, not absolutely necessary for health. 

It appears to us beyond all question, that by such 
measures as have been in operation for some years in 
England, and which are now being introduced into the 
Convict Service in this country, the following results are 
clearly to be attained, viz. — The application of the labour 
of able-bodied convicts to the production of works of 
permanent utility and profit to the country — a consider- 
able return, for the outlay and expense incurred in the 
maintenance of convicts, derived from the value of the 
work actually performed by them ; the establishment of 
habits of steady industry, and, in most cases, a determi- 
nation to lead an honest life, and a desire to obtain a 
respectable position in society. 

c 2 
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We believe these results to have been fully produced 
of late years in England, and we do not see that any 
greater difficulties are presented to their attainment in 
this country ; on the contrary, the character of the Irish 
convict is in very many cases less seriously depraved, 
their crimes having been produced, in some measure, 
by extreme distress and the want of industrial employ- 
ment ; there is, therefore, greater ground to hope for a 
speedy and complete reformation. 

These objects being, as we hope, obtained by the refor- 
matory system adopted towards the convict during his de- 
tention, it remains to offer him facilities for securing a re- 
spectable social position, by affording him the opportunity 
to exercise the habits of industry which he has acquired, 
and confirm the reformation effected in his character. 

That it is necessary to afford such facilities to the 
convicts on their release arises from the fact now being 
proved by daily experience, that persons are generally 
most unwilling to employ them. The convict having 
been for a lengthened period withdrawn from all inter- 
course with the world finds himself, on his release, unless 
he returns to his former bad companions (too often the 
only persons willing to receive him), in an isolated posi- 
tion, without friends, thrown on his own resources, and 
deprived of all means of exercising that industry by 
which alone he can obtain an honest livelihood. It can- 
not therefore be a matter of much surprise if an individual, 
under such circumstances, should be drawn back to his old 
haunts, and thus falling again among his former associates 
by degrees resume his original habits and career of crime. 

We deem it to be the duty of all who desire the refor- 
mation of the criminal classes, to obviate this result — one 
much to be regretted, and which, we are compelled to 
admit, tends in a great measure to defeat the efforts made 
and the ends proposed by the present convict system. 

It cannot be denied that difficulties may offer to the 
adoption of such addition to the system already pursued; 
at the same time the advantages, both in the diminution 
of crime and the saving of expense to the country ulti- 
mately, which would accrue therefrom, must be kept in 
view. That the reformed convict, if opportunities offer 
of his obtaining an honest livelihood, will not often again 
be found an inmate of a prison is a fact now receiving 
daily demonstration at Mr. Nash’s Reformatory Institu- 
tion in Great Smith-street, Westminster, where, notwith- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



21 



standing the severe system of probation enforced, persons 
desirous to escape from the criminal classes are found to 
present themselves for admission in much larger numbers 
than can be received. 

We think it deserving of serious consideration whether 
means cannot be devised tor providing the convict with 
labour on his discharge ; several methods of accomplish- 
ing this end present themselves: it appears to us possible 
that they might be employed, in conjunction with free 
labourers, in the construction of harbours of refuge, and 
in the extension of public works generally. It might be 
stipulated in certain Government contracts, that a small 
portion of the workmen to be employed by the persons 
accepting such contract should, if required, be taken from 
among the class of released prisoners, to be employed on 
task work, thus protecting the contractor from any 
possible loss, and affording an opportunity of proving 
whether the individuals so employed are good and in- 
dustrious workmen, and thus a road would by degrees 
be opened for their amalgamation with the community, 
which great difficulty appears to be the only remaining 
barrier to the complete success of the reformatory sys- 
tem at present pursued ; or should it be found impossible 
to induce contractors to employ discharged convicts 
among other labourers, they could be employed on 
works connected with the undertakings in hand, such 
as quarrying and dressing stone, constructing and re- 
pairing machinery and implements ; in fact, generally, as 
carpenters, blacksmiths, &c., &c., under the superinten- 
dence of an overseer appointed by the Government ; the 
work so performed to be taken by the contractor at a 
valuation to be agreed upon. The number of discharged 
convicts to be employed at any particular locality would 
of course be regulated according to the nature, and pro- 
portioned to the extent of the works to be performed. 

Many other methods by which the Government might 
complete what it has already so well commenced suggest 
themselves, but it would exceed the ordinary limits of a 
report of this nature to detail. 

In conclusion, we state it as our conviction (proved 
to be justly founded by the success which has attended 
the labours of Mr. Nash, Mr. Wright, of Salford, and 
others) that a large proportion of the convicts, when 
thus tested, will prove themselves steady and industrious 
workmen, men of good and honest character, and respect- 
able members of the community. W e are satisfied it 
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only requires their reformed condition to be generally 
known and understood to overcome the prejudice at 
present existing against employing them among other 
labourers, and thus enabling them honestly to earn their 
livelihood, and obtain a respectable social position. 

More need not, we think, be advanced to show the 
necessity of obtaining work for the reformed convict on 
his release, in order to perfect a system which, as far as 
it exists, has been attended with an amount of success 
sufficient to authorize the belief, that when completed, 
it will fully accomplish this most serious and difficult 
problem, viz., the complete and permanent reformation 
of the criminal class. The day cannot be far distant 
when colonists will appreciate the labour and services 
of men, who after a long course of discipline, have been 
tested in reformatory principles equally, at all events, 
with the mass they now assist in emigrating. 

We cannot wonder that colonists should have felt 
disinclined to receive the criminal classes after the expe- 
rience they have had of men discharged amongst them, 
as was the case some years since, before prison discipline 
and reformatory treatment had exercised a wholesome 
influence on them ; but these very different circumstances 
should be no guide by which to judge others who have 
been subjected to such treatment, whose offence has 
been expiated, and who evince by the voluntary act of 
emigration a desire to separate themselves from old 
associations and future temptations. 

We believe this distinction will soon be made by the 
colonists generally ; but at the same time it would be 
well that philanthropists and others should assist, both in 
this country and the colonies, in promoting so desirable a 
result. 

We have now endeavoured, as far as possible, to show 
the alterations we have effected during the brief period we 
have been in office, as also to state our intentions for the 
future. We hope in our next Report to be enabled to re- 
cord improvements in the convict service, which arrange- 
ments now in progress lead us confidently to expect. 

We have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 



Walter Crofton, 

Chairmen of the Directors. 



C. R. Knight, 
John Lentaigne, 



Directors. 
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SPIKE ISLAND GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Cork Government Prison, 
March 5, 1855. 

Gentlemen,— In compliance with your request, I have the 
honour to lay before you my Report, as Governor of Spike 
Island Government Prison, for the year ending 31st December 
1854. 

I must first beg leave to mention, that in this instance I hope 
the usual financial and statistical documents furnished in a 
report of this nature will not be required, as, having been trans- 
ferred to this prison, it would be extremely difficult to supply 
full and satisfactory details. 

Owing to the overcrowded state of the prison, the classifica- 
tion and carrying out proper prison rules was almost impossible ; 
therefore, the principal attention was directed to keeping the 
prisoners under discipline, watching their progress in their 
various employments, and seeing them properly taken care of. 

By far the larger proportion of the convicts were employed 
on the public works, under the control of the Royal Engineer 
department. 

The principal branches of industry were tailoring, shoemaking, 
weaving, and stone cutting, the three first being most necessary 
to keep the clothing of so large a number of prisoners and 
officers in order. It is also a benefit to the former (whose 
work deserves much credit), as it enables them, at the expira- 
tion of their sentence, to earn a respectable living. 

Attached to the prison is a school for the use of the juveniles, 
who daily obtain a plain elementary education. 

The conduct of the prisoners throughout the year was 
orderly and obedient, and the occasion was rare in which 
severe punishment was necessary. 

In the month of September three convicts managed to escape 
from a wooden prison, two succeeded in reaching the main- 
land ; but, by giving notice to the police, detaching prison 
officers in various directions, &c., I fortunately recaptured two 
of them in a few hours ; the third, I had reason to believe, was 
still on the island, which proved to he the case, as he was the 
same evening discovered in an out-building of the military 
officer’s quarters. * 

The conduct of the warders I found regular and satisfactory, 
except in a few cases, arising from intoxication. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William Stewart, Governor'. 

The Directors of 

Convict Prisons. 



Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 



Governor's 

Report. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 

Medical Offi- 
cer's Report. 



24 First Annual Report of the Directors 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
February 28, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance witli your instruction, I have 
the honour to submit the following Medical Report for the 
past year. 

An outbreak of fever in March threatened to be serious ; but 
the timely and judicious appropriation of part of the G. Prison 
enabled me to separate the fever patients from those in the 
general hospital, a step that proved most satisfactory, the 
deaths from the total number (143) of fever cases being four. 

Ophthalmia, phthisis, other pulmonary diseases, dysentery, 
and scrofula, afforded the chief demand for medical treatment. 

On the 1st of January, 1854, the hospital contained 329 



patients thus classified : — 








Fever, ..... 


7 


Pains, . 


. 13 


Scrofula, .... 


85 


Contusions, . 


. 11 


Phthisis and other Pulmonary 




Dropsy, . 


4 


Diseases, .... 


74 


Itch and other Cutaneous Dis- 


Ophthalmia, .... 


56 


eases, 


. 14 


Old Age and Debility, . 


36 




— 


Dysentery, .... 


29 




329 


Admissions into hospital 


in 1854— 




Fever, 

Ophthalmia, .... 


143 


Fracture, 


2 


438 


Hydrocele, 


1 


Phthisis and other Pulmonary 




Orchitis, 


1 


Diseases, .... 


449 


Prolapsus Ani, 


1 


Dysentery, .... 


190 


Pains, 


. 35 


Scrofula, 


244 


Itch and other Cutaneous Dis- 


Contusions, .... 


49 


eases, 


. 60 


Old age and Debility, 


20 




— 


Dyspepsia, .... 


17 




1,656 


Stricture, .... 


6 






In hospital, 1 st J anuary, 


1854, 


. . . • 


. 329 


Admitted during year, 






. 1,656 






Total, 


. 1,985 



Of whom were discharged, cured, or relieved, . . 1,649 

Died, 228 



1,877 

Remained in hospital, 3 1st December, . . .108 



1,985 



resulted from — 



The deaths in the year 



Phthisis, . . . .141 

Hcemoptysis, .... 3 

Bronchitis, .... 2 

Pleura Pneumonia, . . 1 

Spasmodic Asthma, . . 1 

Sudden discharge of an Abscess 
into Trachea, ... 1 

Dysentery, .... 7 



Inflammation of Bowels, . . 1 

Dropsy, .... 4 

Fever, .... 4 

Paralysis, 4 

Scrofula, .... 35 

Old Age and Debility, . • 24 



228 
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This table of mortality proves that 200 deaths resulted from Spike Island 
phthisis, scrofula, old age, and debility ; the remaining twenty- 
eight representing a small per centage of ordinary mortality — 
amongst a large community of convicts. J Medi ml °d i - 

Analyzing the table, I find a per centage of seven and a- hnlf cer ’ s Re P oH - 
of the entire number of convicts in Spike Island and Forts 
Camden and Carlisle, during 1854, and a per centage of more 
than eleven of the hospital inmates for same period. The im- 
pression from these figures, however formidable at first sight, 
cannot fail to yield before the fact that a great majority of the 
prisoners who died reached this prison from all the Dublin and 
Ennis Convict Depots in bad health, many having been trans- 
ferred directly from the hospitals of those prisons to that of 
Spike Island. 

_ 1 cannot forego this opportunity to repeat my former asser- 
tions, that this island is wholly and entirely unsuitable for the 
recovery of those classes of convicts who have hitherto contri- 
buted so largely to the mortality list. I entertain an opinion, 
confirmed by close and continued observation, that scrofula, 
phthisis, and debility, are unequal to withstand the variations 
of climate in this locality. 

The casualties during the year require no particular obser- 
vation beyond the record of a severe injury of the head in- 
flicted on one prisoner by another, who was tried and convicted 
for the offence at the Cork Summer Assizes. 



Regarding hospital arrangements, I beg to offer my cordial 
assent to the Local Inspector’s proposal to convert the south 
end of _G. Prison into hospital wards. I consider these wards 
to be, in every respect, more suitable than those at present 
in use. 



The warder’s hospital continues to afford comfort to the 
officers and advantage to the service. I am happy to record 
my continued confidence in Mr. Sharpe, the hospital steward, 
whose untiring attention to his arduous duties, coupled with 
his hospital experience of fourteen years, were substantially 
available during the past year, when the number of patients in 
hospital for some months averaged over 440. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Maurice Corr, m.d., e.r.c.s., 

Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict 
Prisons, Ireland. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Oaplairi* 

Report. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 

February 26, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In presenting my Report for the year ending 
31st December, 1854, I feel pleasure in stating, that notwith- 
standing the inclemency of the season, divine service was 
performed on every Sabbath throughout the year, and on the 
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festivals, in all fifty-eight times. In the early part of the year 
(March), our numbers were greatly increased by the convicts 
sent home from Bermuda, who were obliged to remain here on 
their way to England, while the ship they came in was being 
repaired, the number attending divine service for nearly three 
months being from 110 to 130. Since their departure, our 
congregation has been small, but attentive; and I am happy to 
say that all of them, excepting four, wore the mark for good 
conduct. The average number attending since, being — of con- 
victs, twenty-four ; officers of prison, eighteen ; total forty-two. 

Beside the Sabbath ministrations, I have a portion of one 
day set apart for catechetical instruction. Our numbers at this, 
I regret to say, have been few, in consequence of the able- 
bodied men employed on the engineer works being necessarily 
absent. On these occasions I examine on the subject of the 
sermon on previous Sunday, and lecture on the Lessons, Epis- 
tle, Gospel, &c. 

The hospital was visited sixty-four times. In the few cases 
which proved fatal, it was gratifying to observe the contrition 
manifested by them for their past course of life, which they 
deeply bewailed, expressing, at the same time, thankfulness 
that the afflictions they experienced led to their reformation 
and repentance. I administered the Lord’s Supper there seven 
times, and feel obliged for the co-operation of the Medical 
Superintendent. 

The Lord’s Supper was administered in the church on three 
occasions, the numbers attending being from six to nine at each 
celebration of it. 

A separate ward has been appropriated to the Protestant 
prisoners. This is an indulgence I often looked for, in order 
that certain restrictions they laboured under, from being inter- 
mingled with the other prisoners, might be removed, which I 
am glad to say is now the case. The solitary cells I visited 
whenever there was occasion, and the prison school, at which 
the progress made by the boys attending it, and their anxiety 
to be instructed, is commendable. 

During the past year our church has much improved in 
appearance, being neatly carpeted, cushioned, &c., indeed in 
all respects much better fitted for religious purposes than 
before. It still, however, needs some improvements, which, I 
trust, on being pointed out to your notice, will be supplied. 

When resident I hope my ministrations will be rendered 
more useful ; and in having religious instruction carried out in 
a more efficient manner, which is my earnest desire, I may look 
for a large amount of blessing. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient, 
humble servant, 

Joseph G. Bouci-iier, 

Protestant Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Government 
Prisons, Castle, Dublin. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, 
February 26, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with your instructions as con- 
veyed to me through the Governor (Mr. Ilogreve), I respect- 
fully beg leave to present to you my Report for the year 
ending the 31st of December, 1854. 

In the last Report which I was called upon to furnish, 
namely, the Report for the year ending the 31st of December, 
1852, I felt it my duty to represent to the Inspector of 
Government Prisons various defects in the system acted on 
here, which I found to be seriously detrimental to the moral 
and physical welfare of the prisoners. Most of these defects 
continued to a very recent period, and, consequently, I regret 
to say, that, owing to their unfavourable influences, it is not in 
my power to report to you as satisfactory results from the 
ministrations of the Roman Catholic Chaplains for the year 
1854, as under more favourable circumstances I should, I have 
no doubt, be able to do. 

However, I am happy to inform you, that my reverend 
assistant and myself were enabled to afford divine service and 
religious instruction to the prisoners three times on each 
Sunday and holiday during the year ; and that, as the pri- 
soners were not allowed to attend religious instructions and 
duties on week days, except during the hours they had been 
disengaged from work, we availed ourselves of those hours, in 
order to afford as many of them as the time would permit, 
opportunities of complying with their Easter and Christmas 
confessions and communions ; and, also, that by great exertion 
during those hours, we succeeded in imparting the necessary 
amount of religious knowledge to 798 convicts preparatory to 
their reception of the holy sacrament of confirmation, which 
was solemnly administered to them in the prison chapel, on the 
19th of Juno, 1854, by the Right Reverend Doctor Delany, the 
Roman Catholic Lord Bishop of the Diocese. 

The sick prisoners in hospital during the year received our 
best attention. They were daily visited by us, and particular 
care and pains were taken to afford the dying all the services 
and consolations of our holy religion. This duty was very 
onerous and unceasing, in consequence of the great amount of 
sickness and deaths during the year 1854. We also performed 
the burial service at the graves of those who had died. 

We constantly visited the prisoners confined in the punish- 
ment cells, and administered to each of them such admonitions 
and instructions as their offences appeared to us to demand. 

We also frequently visited the school during the school 
hours, and invariably found the Schoolmaster and his assistant 
present and diligent in the discharge of their duties. 

The school department itself, which had been hitherto on a 
very limited scale, is now being placed on an extensive and 
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efficient footing, and will, in future, be a valuable auxiliary to 
us in promoting the religious and moral improvement of the 
prisoners. 

In fact, the whole prison already exhibits evident marks of 
amelioration, under the wise and excellent regulations lately 
introduced by your direction. It is most gratifying to witness 
the improvement which is now perceptible in the healthy and 
cleanly appearance of the prisoners, consequent on the small 
addition to their dietary, and the substitution of clean and 
better clothing. The judicious extension, also, of your excel- 
lent system of classification and good conduct marks lately 
effected by the Governor, together with the hope of receiving 
a small remuneration for their labour, have produced in the 
prisoners such a willingness to work, and such a zeal and 
anxiety to preserve or to merit a good character, as have not 
been witnessed in this prison heretofore. I am confident, when 
the entire of the new regulations shall be carried into full 
operation, that they will achieve the most satisfactory results, 
and fully realize the intention of Government in the establish- 
ment of such a prison as this. 

I had intended, when I should be called upon for this Re- 
port, to make some suggestions towards the removal of the 
defects to which I have alluded above ; but my intention in 
this respect has been quite anticipated by the extraordinary 
penetration and great experience of Captain Knight, who saw 
these defects at a glance, and pointed out their remedies, and 
directed their application. Those directions are being now 
fully carried out by our highly respected local inspector, and 
our most efficient and valuable new Governor. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

n T. F. Lyons, R. C. Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland. 
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ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
March 1, 1855. 



Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit the following 
Report for the year 1854. 

To begin with the spiritual service due to the sick in hospital, 
a duty which the Chaplains are bound to consider of the first 
importance and necessity, I feel I am warranted in saying it 
has been attended to constantly and assiduously. In the 
earlier part of the year 1854, the number of those who received 
the last rites of religion was great indeed, owing to the great 
mortality which then prevailed among prisoners. In the latter 
part of the year it decreased much, and the various causes 
of this increase and decrease of mortality, the regularity of 
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The interment of the dead has been regularly attended to. 
And here I will pause for a moment in payingatribute of praise to 
the sublime and consoling influence of religion on minds whose 
religious and moial faculties many might consider withered 
from ignorance, degradation, and misfortune. The reflection 
of faith lights up their best hopes, when they are so vitally 
necessary ; and the poor prisoner I have known, over and over 
again, to receive the last succours of religion with the most 
edifying strength of conviction and resignation 

Divine service I have performed regularly at the appointed 
imes, on Sundays and holidays ; and on those occasions I 
have no less conveyed religious instruction to the minds of the 
prisoners m the form of preaching. 

As to confessions or the sacrament of penance, I regret to 
say the opportunities so abundantly afforded in the begi n ni n g 
have been greatly curtailed in the course of last year? It is 
tpe,. indeed, the Chaplains have laboured on the two grand 
divisions of the ecclesiastical year to extend its benefits to the 
prisoners, not to mention various other occasions, when oppor- 
tunity might offer Heretofore, when time was regularly and 
frequently afforded us for visiting prisoners during working 
hours for this very important duty, we had reason to feel 
happy in the result, considering, indeed, the pure and holy 
dispositions this religious rite requires, and the sacrament of 
the Jiueharist, whereof it is the immediate preparation, its fre- 
quent reception must have on all who sincerely partake of it 
the most salutary and moralizing effects. The impediments, 
then, thrown m its way must, more or less, mar one of the 
great ends of prison discipline, namely, the reformation of the 
prisoner. To secure, however, as much as possible this ad- 
vantage to the prisoners, the Chaplains have met them at night, 
m the hours after work and lock-up, and have succeeded not 
only m satisfying the standing obligations, but have also pre- 
pared 435 prisoners for confirmation, which they had the 
happiness of receiving last June at the hands of our truly 
distinguished and venerated bishop, Dr. Delany. A large 
number, also, were prepared for transmission to Bermuda oil 
two different occasions ; and we have reason to hope, that as 
the Medical Superintendent on board reported so favourably 
ot the second last ship sent out, so the last one will be no less 
agreeably accounted for. 

I have also made it my business to visit the cells generally ; 
and 1 am glad to report that prisoners confined therein seemed 
to lend a willing and attentive ear to the Chaplain’s admoni- 
tion. And here some remarks offer themselves to my mind as 
0 . e nature and the effects of those punishments. I am 
willing to believe that the authorities here have used no small 
judgment and discrimination in assorting those punishments ; 
and, as far as my experience goes, I doubt not but they are, in 
many instances, necessary, and attended with much practical 
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benefit to prison discipline. But it strikes me — and I give my 
opinion with all the. deference due to authority and higher judg- 
ment that a broad distinction is to be made between prisoners 

who offend deliberately and from the contempt of order, and 
prisoners who offend rather from the inherent weakness of 
human nature. The latter, though perhaps not a little imbued 
with the spirit of order, and the hope of its reward, might, on 
some rare occasions, be betrayed into passion or roughness of 
manner, the harm whereof they understand not till going 
through their penalty in the cells. Seeing themselves degraded 
to the” same level with those who set no value on the opinion of 
their superiors or their fellows, and finding not the expected 
recognition of better conduct and higher character, their moral 
stamen is shaken not a little ; and, as it sometimes happens, 
one punishment in their case only begets another. The Chap- 
lains, more especially, have experienced much difficulty in 
cases’ of this sort in reaping the fruit which they might other- 
wise expect. Also when it is considered that unless a refor- 
mation be established in the heart, in the willing and ready 
obedience of the prisoner, it is to bo feared that, when again 
restored to his liberty, his passions— the pressure of fear being 
removed — may act with increased violence ; “ and the last 
state of that man becomes worse than the first.” The regula- 
tions introduced under the new Board of Directors, with a 
view to the moral improvement of prisoners, seem to admit the 
practical truth of the observation just made ; and I am happy 
to say that the result, even at present, is most satisfactory. 

A library has been got up here for some time past, but, it 
appears to me, the end proposed will not be adequately 
attained until the circulation of books among the prisoners be 
carried out under a more general system, and. more defined 
responsibility. The new school regulations, which, I am told, 
will require the attendance of the prisoners in general, will 
give more weight and importance to the suggestion just thrown 
out, as the one will profitably, I hope, act and react on the 

The want of religious books of instruction has been much 
felt here from time to time, as nothing will advance more moral 
improvement than religious knowledge in the mind prepared to 
receive it. The Chaplains, indeed, would consider it no small 
gain could they create such a spirit among prisoners ; and, there- 
fore, it was with pain they had to answer their often rejected 
application for books of this sort with a refusal. A few books 
of this character, such as the “Imitation of Christ,” and 
“Reeve’s History of the Bible,” would, I am sure, confer great 
spiritual benefit on the prisoners. 

And here, before concluding, I think it proper to remark, 
that not a little mischief has been done to the moral and 
relirious improvement of the prisoners from the vague and 
mistaken idea they form of the Chaplain’s . obligations and 
ability to serve. Accustomed almost from their infancy to look 
up to the clergyman as a zealous and a powerful friend of the 
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helpless and the unfortunate, no small shock is given to their 
ong established convictions, when they find, or imagine he can 
lend only a silent or indifferent ear to their wants and com- 
plaints Were these complaints ill-founded, and only the 
attempts of criminals prone to deceive, a due consideration for 
order and prison discipline would forbid them to be entertained • 
but I believe I am warranted in saying from my long experience 
of over five years m this establishment, that cases have occurred 
when the prisoner was not at all to blame. The admonition 
of the Chaplains to the prisoner for faults not committed ; and 
therefore, though punished, not punishable, in place of pro’ 
ducmg on his mind the intended salutary effect, is considered 
an additional grievance. Then follow distrust and aversion for 
the mission, for the instruction of the clergyman in whom as 
the executive of religion, they hope to find a friend and pro- 
tector. Like most persons, whose independence and privileges 
have been lost or almost destroyed, the convicts, in th°eir 
peculiarly bumbled and degraded condition, are powerfully 
alive to anything they might consider wrong or undue severity. 
On the other hand, when the prisoner feels the Chaplain lias 
been the means of doing him some little good, particularly 

involving a moral relation — for instance, for good conduct the 

way to his heart is made smoother and easier, and his previous 
perhaps, coldness, and indifference to religion is changed into 
better and more vivifying sentiments. The treatment of pri- 
soners for faults committed was, especially heretofore consi- 
dering their great number, a most difficult matter ; and mis- 
takes, sometimes, must have been unavoidable. Having been 
frequently brought into contact with the officers of this prison in 
the discharge of my daily duties in wards, cells, hospital, and 
elsewhere, I should consider it an unfortunate omission were I 
not to avail myself of this opportunity in paying a just tribute 
to the zeal and efficiency wherewith they discharge their several 
duties. The blending of kindness with a due regard for prison 
discipline, has produced the best results ; and so long as this 
rule is followed up, the impressions made on the prisoners’ 
minds will prove most salutary. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient, humble 
servant, 

Timothy O’Sullivan, 

Assistant R. C. Chaplain. 

fhe .Directors of Government 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 
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MOUNTJOY GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Prison, 
February 28, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — I bave tbe honour to submit my Report on 
Mountjoy Government Prison for the year ending 31st Decem- 
ber. 1854. . . . . , 

Keeping in mind tlie twofold object of strict criminal punish- 
ment, in seeking to deter from crime, and at the same time 
affording the opportunity of personal reformation, it has been 
my endeavour, during the past as well as in previous years, to 
unite vigour of discipline with every inducement which discreet 
leniency and general kind treatment could afford, towards the 
moral improvement of the convicts committed to my charge; 
and it is my pleasing duty to report, that, as far as the system 
I have pursued has been unhindered by circumstances over 
which I had no control, and to which I shall hereafter refer, its 
results have justified my anticipations. 

In the Statistical Tables annexed, information as regards the 
details of this Prison is afforded. 

Among the changes which have occurred m the prison during 
the past year, the principal are those which are connected with 
the manufacturing department. A storehouse, for the reception 
of manufacturing stock, having been purchased by the Govern- 
ment, in Green-street, the entire stock of raw materials and 
manufactured goods previously deposited in the basement ot 
Mountjoy Prison were removed there, in the month ol July, by 
order of the Inspector, and by his authority transferred to the 
trust and keeping of the Superintendent of Trades ; whilst, 
under the same instructions, the accounts of the manufacturing 
department were, as far as regards all receipts and payments 
for transactions subsequent to the 30th of June, 1854, taken 
entirely out of my hands. Having never had the slightest 
controi over either the purchases or sales, and being only the 
banker of the manufacturing department, by order ot the 
Inspector, to the complication of my own prison accounts, this 
change was desirable, relieving me as it did from the responsi- 
bility of paying very large amounts. At a later period ot the 
year, the system of trade instruction and manufacture, pre- 
viously carried on in this prison, was suspended, and the con- 
victs (with the exception of a few nine-months and upwards, in 
separation, employed at mattress-making, and a class of boys 
learning tailors’ work), reverted to the manual labour ol 1 

P1< AsR would be beyond the scope of my province, as Governor 
of this prison, to offer any general opinion oil the mercant e 
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or other features of the system of convict manufacture, so do I 
deem it essentially within the limits of my responsibility to point Phison. 
out the influence which a system so long and fairly tried exer- Gme ~, s 
cised upon the general prison discipline. During the time this Report. 
system was carried out at Mountjoy, I rendered every facility, 
and acted, as I was bound to do, under official instructions, 
although, on some occasions, I respectfully adverted to the in- 
jurious influence which was being produced on the general dis- 
cipline of the prison. I can therefore have no scruple in here 
expressing my conviction, that a system of manufacture and 
trade is altogether incompatible with prison discipline, unless 
it be kept in due subordination to other and primary consider- 
ations ; for I regard the notion that a knowledge of mechanical 
arts will eradicate criminal tendency as a very apparent fallacy, 
no amount of industrial acquirements necessarily involving im- 
proved powers of self-government. It is to the mainspring of 
criminal actions, it appears to me, that prison discipline should, 
in the first place, be directed; to the curbing of unrestrained 
passions, and the acquirement of those first moral principles, on 
which the knowledge of crafts, and habits of industry, may 
afterwards be ingrafted. It has therefore been, with regret, 
that I have frequently had to yield my inferior authority, when 
the demands of the department of trade and manufacture have 
been permitted to infringe upon hours which might otherwise 
have been devoted to religious and educational training, and 
when requirements of discipline appeared to have been regarded 
as subordinate. ... . 

Peculiarly evident, however, as were the injurious results ot 
unrestricted trade and manufacture on the separate system of 
Mountjoy Prison, it is with much pleasure that I can bear testi- 
mony to the improved state of discipline, which is already appa- 
rent, from those effective measures which y our superintendence 
of the convict service has, within the past few months, enabled 
me to carry out. By a full development of those various agen- 
cies, which are here united in the important work of convict 
reformation, and their direction upon a system of uniform and 
judicious authority, I cannot doubt that the benefits of the 
separate system, pursued at this prison, will become still more 
manifest, and its maintenance result in a perceptible deci ease 
in the records of Irish crime. 

It will be observed that the punishments, although very 
numerous, have been principally for slight oftences, few only 
being of a grave nature. . , 

From the recent changes which have taken place in the 
general working of the prison, the Chaplains, who have special 
charge of the school department, will now have greater facility 
for carrying out their views, as regards the educational progress 

of the prisoners. . . . 

The state of the building is satisfactory, save the alteration 
in the cell windows, now so long pending, and so indispensably 
requisite for the more effectual prevention of any attempt at 
signs or communications. 
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The conduct of the officers, with the exception of some few 
reported and dealt with, has been good. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant 
ItoBT. Netterville, Governor. 
The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Statistics. 



Custody 

returns. 



Statement of the number of Convicts committed and disposed 
of, from January 1st to December 31st, 1854. 



1854, January 1st, in custody, ..... 506 

„ to December 3 1 st, committed 

from County Gaols, . 391 

„ Smithbeld Depot, . 1 

„ Philipstown, . . 5 

„ Maryborough, . 39 

» Spike Island, . . 154 

590 

Total, . . 1,096 

HOW DISPOSED OF. 

Removed to County Gaols, .... 1 

„ Dublin Depots, .... 202 

„ Spike Island, .... 272 

„ Philipstown Depot, . . , 71 

„ on Discharge, 38 

„ to Spike Island, for Bermuda, per 

transport ship w Amazon,” . . 5 

Died, . 9 

598 

Remaining in custody December 31st, 1854, . 498 

Total, .... 1,096 



Defaulters’ (Prisoners) Return for the Year ended December 
31st, 1854 



Insubordination. . 

Disorderly Conduct, . 

Breach of Prison Rules, 

Inattention at School, and at Work, 

Secreting and Appropriating Prison Property, . 
Wilfully Damaging and Destroying Prison ) 
Property, Breaking Glass, &c., &c., j 

Injury to Cell Walls, Floors, &c., 

Tampering with Gas and Water Pipes of Cells, 
Communicating, . 

Attempt to Escape, .... 

Feigned Attempt to commit Suicide, 

Feigning Illness, .... 

Theft, ...... 

Having Prohibited Articles, 

Stating Malicious Falsehoods, . 

Being aware of Meat having been Stolen from 
Stores and not Reporting, 

Daily . Average number of Prisoners Punished 
during the year, .... 
Daily Average number of Prisoners in Custody 
during the year, .... 



76 

87 

89 

8 

24 

82 

8 

8 

290 

4 
2 
2 

5 
8 
3 

1 

697 

1-909 

443*175 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 35 

Different Crimes of the Prisoners committed during the year G “ V °“™” T 
ended December 31st, 1854. Prison. 

Appearing armed by night, . 11 Larceny, . _ . • • 98 Gov ~* s 

Arson 4 „ and previous convictions 57 JieporL 

Aco.mit .... 7 „ of Post Office Letter, 1 c . . 

„ * and Bribery, . . 6 Manslaughter, . . . 2 

Attempt at Felony, : . 1 Obtaining Goods under false OSences. 

Burglary and Robbery, . 142 pretences, .... 4 

„ and Felonious Assault, 2 Pig Stealing, ... 2 

Bestiality, .... 1 Rape, . • • ■ • • j? 

Cattle Stealing, . . . 2S Receiving Stolen Goods, . 35 

Coining and having implements, 2 Robbery, .... 5 

Embezzlement, Forgery, and „ ■ of Arms, . . 2 

Uttering, .... 1 Sacrilege 2 

Entering with intent to Steal, 4 Sheep Stealing, ... 29 

Felony, .... 62 Shooting at, ... 1 

(subsequent), . .12 Stabbing to endanger life, . 1 

” and Assault, . ■ 1 Stealing Asses, ... 4 

Larceny, 4 „ an Ass-cart, . . 1 

Forgery, - ■ • - 6 ,» filO, . . . 1 

Highway Robbery, . . 20 „ Clothes, ... 17 

House Breaking, ... 10 Unlawful Combination, . 2 

Horse Stealing, . . • 2 Uttering Base Coin, . . 1 

Killing a Horse, ... 3 Vagrancy, .... 2 

Cattle, . . * 2 1 

„ Sheep, ... 3 | Total, . . 590 



3 I Total, 

Ages of Prisoners (on Conviction). 

1 3 I 50 years and under 60 years, 
er 20 years, 263 Over 60 years, 



Ages of 
10 Prisoners. 



Under 15 years, . . .13 years ana unuer ou years, rrame«. 

15 years and under 20 years, 263 Over 60 years, ... 6 

90 30 ,, . 224 

” 40 „ . 54 Total, . . 590 

40 50 „ . 20 

Sentences of Prisoners committed during the year, and in sentence.. 
Custody December 31st, 1854. 





Penal Servitude. 




I Y ears. £ 


£ £ £ 


10 Yrs. 


Committed during 1 








the Year ended >■ 


279 1 


61 2 6 




Dec. 31, 1S54, ) 








In Custody Dec.) 


216 - 


46 2 5 




31, 1854, ) 










6 1 125 68 16 22 9 590 



- 120 I 71 12 18 8 I 498 



Total num Der or rrisoners imuoi V ; , , , . n 

committed during the Year ended December 31, 1854, . 350 

Total number of Prisoners under Sentence of 1 ransportation 

committed during the Year ended December 81, 1854, . J!40 ^ 

Time elapsed since the conviction of the Prisoners committed 
during the Year ended December 31st, 1854. 

Five years, . 3 

Four ,,•**” 

Three 53 

Two „ • ■ • ‘ S i 

One „ 

Less than One Year, . . • 
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37. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



Mountjoy 
Government - 
Prison. 

March 14, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to forward you a Report of 
the sanitary condition of Mountjoy Prison during the year • 

1854. 



Number of prisoners in Mountjoy, January 1, 1854, 
„ committed during the year, 

Total, 

Daily average number of prisoners, . 

„ of sick in hospital, 

Deaths, 



, 506 
, 590 

1,096 

. 443 
. 21 
9 



The prevailing diseases were diarrhoea and fever, the former 
was attended in many cases with cramps and was very severe ; 
but in no instance did it end fatally ; the latter was followed in 
some cases by pulmonary disease, that proved fatal in three. 
This consequence of fever occurring under any circumstances, 
even the most favourable, renders the termination of the case 
very doubtful; but when it supervenes where the system has 
been enfeebled by imprisonment, it is generally fatal. ihis 
remark is especially applicable to cases of acute organic affec- 
tions occurring in prisoners that have been subjected to separate 
confinement over a period of nine months. 

There was not a case of cholera during the year, neither ol 
insanity • two prisoners feigned madness, but the deception was 
easily discovered, and the symptoms vanished. Two attempted 
to commit suicide by hanging, but it was evident they had no 
intention of accomplishing the act, and they have got on very 
well since. Cases of slight illness are prescribed for m the 
prison, and are not removed to hospital, they are visited by me 

in their cells when it is requisite. 

Prisoners report at times to their warders they want to see 
the Doctor ” On these occasions the warder brings the prisoner 
to me to the corridor, without the slightest breach of discipline 
taking place ; if there is more than one prisoner, they are not 
allowed to communicate, are kept at the regulated distance 
apart ■ each man tells me separately of his requirement. Who 
ther it be extra exercise, change of diet, or whatever it may be 
I give my order accordingly to my hospital attendant beside 
me; he enters it in his book at my dictation; and the prisoner 
is reconducted to his cell m the same order lie left it. I am 
more particular in explaining to the Directors how to part of 
my duty has been and is performed, as a statement of it has 
been made to them that is quite incorrect. 

The total number of deaths was nine, two of these had been 
rejected on first admission, being in an unhealthy state and 
unfit to be retained; therefore, they cannot be considered as 
“mU under the head of the mortality in Mountjoy, they died 
Sumption at the expiration of two and three months after 

reception. 
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Mountjoy Of the remaining seven, one had been sixteen months in 
G °pSso™ Mountjoy, and died of pulmonary disease consequent on fever; 

another, fifteen months, and died of gastritis ; another, fourteen' 

Offid^Seport. and d ! ed of dl '°P s ) r .from diseased liver ; another, eight months’ 
and died of ulceration of the stomach ; another, seven months 
and died of fever and pneumonia; another, three months, and 
died of fever, and the seventh had been but one month in the 
prison, and died of apoplexy. 



Of the cases that have been treated for “ severe diseases,” 301 
had been over six months in Mountjoy. 

Of this number the deaths, 5 

The remainder of the cases treated for “ severe diseases,” 
amounted to, ........ 202 

They had been six months and under in Mountjoy, and the 
deaths amongst them amounted to ..... 2 

The average period a patient suffering from severe disease 
(who has been over six months confined in Mountjoy) 

remains in hospital is 2 weeks. 

„ who has been six months and under, . . 6 days. 



The dietary continues the same, it is wholesome and nutritious 
and the prisoners are satisfied with it. 

. The important alterations latterly made in the mode of carry- 
ing out the reformatory system in this prison, will cause consi- 
derable difference in the circumstances of the prisoners as 
compared with former periods ; in the first place, the system of 
trade labour being abolished, a less per centage of medical 
rejections will be required. Heretofore, it was requisite to 
subject each prisoner previous to admission to a rigid medical 
examination, and to select those only, that possessed the 
necessary mental and physical vigour to resist the enervating 
influences attendant on the employment in trades; the cause for 
exercising this scrutiny exists no longer, and one of the probable 
results of this, change will be a diminution of 25 per cent, in 
the medical rejections of prisoners on admission to Mountjoy. 
f have the honour to remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Francis Hynd, a.m.. Medical Superintendent. 
Tq the Chairman and Board of Directors 
of Convict Prisons, Ireland. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

March 1, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your request, I beg leave 
to submit my Report of the prisoners committed to my charge, 
as Protestant Chaplain of the Mountjoy Government Prison, 
during the year ending the 31st December, 1854. 

The number of men under my care during the past year 
amounted to sixty ; of these nineteen were married, and forty- 
one single. 
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The extent of knowledge in secular affairs possessed by con- mountjoy 
victs has always appeared to me limited, even in the most Go ^™” ENT 

favourable instances, to such objects as were calculated to gra- 

tify their selfish propensities. The intellectual faculties and rattan's 
noble sentiments of the mind were either wholly uncultivated epo ’ ' 
or most grievously perverted ; they have unhappily illustrated 
the truth “that the soul be without knowledge is not good.” 

In the means of acquiring useful knowledge, criminals are 
generally found to be lamentably deficient ; the few who read 
seldom do so in a manner intelligible to themselves, and can 
therefore take but little pleasure in reading any thing ; they 
pronounce words to which they either attach no ideas or ideas 
altogether foreign to the purpose of the author, whose work 
they have before them. The men under my charge have 
possessed, perhaps, more than an average acquaintance with the 
elements of learning ; thirty-two could write a little, and read 
tolerably : sixteen could only read, and twelve could neither 
read nor write. If education consist in the right training of the 
intellect and moral sentiments, they were, without exception, 

uneducated. . 

With respect to religious, attainments, I found all deplorably 
ignorant of the simplest doctrines, promises, and precepts of 
revealed religion ; they were Christian only in name, living 
without God, without Christ, and without hope— wanderers in a 
world of iniquity, uncaring and uncared for. . 

Keglected childhood is, I believe, the great source of crime ; 
excitement is constantly addressed to tlie mere animal propen- 
sities, while the only power fitted to restrain and regulate the 
passions, the power of true religion has never been brought to 
bear upon the mind and the affections ; to change the practices 
of men, you must have themselves changed, and it is m childhood 
the Almighty has. given us the best hope of having this change 

° The means employed for the moral reformation and spiritual 
welfare of these poor outcasts, now grown up m ignorance and 
vice, are the public services of religion m the chapel ot toe 
prison ; regular visiting of the men, and conversing with them 
individually in their cells ; constant catechetical instruction ; 
religious books given to all who can read, not only Bibles and 
prayer books, but also many other religious works suited to 
their capacities, and such as arc likely to attract attention whi e 
they convey profitable instruction ; in enumerating the means ot 
moral improvement, the Chaplain feels it would bo unwise and 
unjust to omit the benefit derived from the secular knowledge 
imparted to the men by the very painstaking teachers now 
employed in the establishment. 

The results already obtained encourage the hope that by tlie 
unremitting application of suitable instrumentality, many mine s 
now dead to every godly and virtuous principle may ^become 
alive to their own best interests, and many now bst to society 
may be restored to their families, and to labour for tlie welfare 
of others. 
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Mountjoy On the 25th of November, the Archbishop of Dublin, attended 

PrS™ T llis Grace’s Chaplain, most kindly complied with my request 

— to hold a Confirmation and administer the Holy Communion in 
2™rf“’ s tlle cha P el of the prison ; on that occasion fifteen of these 
former outcasts were admitted to the rite of Confirmation and 
received the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

His Grace delivered a plain and suitable address to the men ■ 
and they each received a card signed by the Archbishop, to 
serve as a remembrancer of that day’s proceedings, and of the 
solemn profession which they had made. 

The recent changes made in the industrial department of the 
prison will, I trust, be productive of much and permanent good; 
increased time is thus given for the communication of moral 
and secular instruction, and your Chaplain has increased facility 
of visiting the prisoners in their cells. Without this continual 
visitation of the men, little benefit could be expected to arise 
from the public ministrations of religion. 

. To the Governor and Deputy- Governor I would express my 
sincere obligation for the valuable aid afforded by them in 
carrying out the reformatory measures recommended for the 
welfare of the convicts. 



I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, yours faithfully and 
respectfully. 

Gibson Black. 

To the Directors of the 

Government Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



Presbyterian 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



PRBSBTTDBIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

March, 1855. 

The review of the past year, in the department with which I 
am connected, is upon the whole satisfactory. Events of only 
an ordinary character have occurred, while it is believed some 
progress has been made on the part of the prisoners under my 
care, in useful knowledge and the corresponding good disposi- 
tions. Frequently, as in former years, have the men expressed 
to me their gratitude to God, that they have been brought to 
know within the prison walls sound truths, cheering and con- 
solatory, to which they had previously been utter strangers, or 
to winch they had yielded no adequate attention. Making all 
necessary abatement from professions of men circumstanced as 
convicts are, it is believed that among some real improvement 
has taken place. 

1 ublic divine service has been conducted as usual during the 
past year to an audience fully as orderly, decorous, and 
apparently devout, as is usually found in our churches at lar^e; 
while some of the men have given marked and earnest attention 
to the things spoken. It is but justice to record this gratifying 

A considerable portion of my time has been employed in 
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weekly visits to the cell of the nri,™., t i , 

increasing conviction that thus— next of course ** 6 ^ B0 ^ em ! 1 . arid 

to the divinely appointed service of ’the Lord’s dly-mayThe 
minister of religion effect the most good, by the blessing oTood 
on his efforts, by entering into the mind and history of the 
man, ascertaining his knowledge of religious truth, Ksposi- 
tion and tendencies, inquiring kindly into his future prospects 

sLm sm n table P L SU t '“rtf 1 T* encoura gement as may 
seem suitable. It is not a little pleasing to know that the 

ssC£,' t:,r 

JK,v p, sr.i,? HT’i i° odu “ ii ”' i™ »•»- 

factory. Into this matter I have regularly inquired in my visits 
to the cell; and while some of the men were beyond the^aimc 
of the “^ructions ordinarily given in the prison school hiving 
previous y filled respectable situations in life; oriiers w o 
entered the prison ignorant of the alphabet, have surpILed ml 
by the quickness with which they learned to read, aid I W 
been much pleased with the assiduity of the teachers occasffim 
ally plying the men m the cells with instruction, in addition to 
what was, communicated in school. A suitable schoolZm 
however, is still a desideratum in the prison. 

uriiig the year an important change has been introduced 
at the instance of the present Board of Directors, by the almost 
entire removal of trades’ operations from the prison. The 
intercourse among themselves and partially with others also 
allowed the men by the previous system, and probably insepa- 
lable from it, has been judged, and I believe rightly, at variance 

whthpfe pn " Clple of tlle se P ara te and solitary system, on 
which the prison was constructed, and thus militating against 
hat salutary discipline that is expected and desired to isfue in 
the leformation of the offender. 1 cannot but think, that useful 

lf n °° uld , b f s u PpMed free from the evils com- 
plained of, would be highly desirable, and form a suitable 
“ Promoting the great ends of religious and moral 
16 .r° clam ation of many of these unhappy men. 
Dissatisfaction exists to some extent among the convicts regard - 

tr % K • ® ban S e > but „ the P en od elapsed since its introduction is 
too bnef to admit of a correct judgement as to results 
r Autumn one young man under my care died in the 

piison hospital, of rapid consumption; and I have good reason 
to believe he was seriously impressed with religious truth, and 
tiiat Ins latter end was peace. 

It appeared to me that the arrangements and administration 
ot prison affairs, during the year, were efficiently carried out 
Ine urbanity and kind attention of the superior officers, and 
an y®*y °l tbe subordinate to facilitate in every way the 
omfortable discharge of my duty, left nothing to be desired. 



For the Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



William Wilson. 



Mountjot 

Government 

Prison. 

Presbyterian 

Chaplain's 

Report. 
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Prison. 

Roman Catholic 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



First Annual Report of the Directors 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 
Gentlemen —I beg to submit to you my Report for the 

ye With 6 v 4 ery few exceptions, I have been highly satisfied with 
the docility of the prisoners in receiving religious instructions 
during the year, as also with their good will and earnest fervour 
in availing themselves of the other services of my ministry. 
Such happy dispositions lead to the inference, that they havebeen 
brought within the grasp of the law more by temptations of an 
accidental and extrinsic character, than by habits of inveterate 
depravity. Hence, also, it may be hoped that under the disci- 
nhneof the “separate system,” they will become thoroughly 
reformed, and may ultimately become not only safe but useful 
members of society, In this reformation religion must have the 
principal share-in fact, it must be fundamental to every thing 
else The other appliances may powerfully aid the woik of 
religion, but their efficacy would be overrated to consider them 
otherwise than aids. The impossibility resulting from their 
confinement of continuing a guilty career, habits of order, and 
conformity with observances rendered necessary by the cncuin- 
stances of their position, are of little avail. . A change produced 
by such means would be merely superficial, and could not be 
depended upon against the reaction of recovered liberty and 
the P recurrence of temptations, to which they had previously 

SU The reformation which will realize the views of the projectors 
of our system must be from within. It must be a renewal of 
the “ spirit of their mind,” as the Apostle expresses it, produc- 
ing new tastes, new inclinations, and entirely new principles of 
moral guidance. It is religion, principally, that is to produce 
this regeneration of mind and heart. I he culprit must be con- 
vinced by teaching and reflection, m co-operation with the p raco 
of God, that in his transgressions it was Almighty God principally 
he ofl'ended; that the sentence of the law under which lie 
suffers is light and inconsiderable in comparison with the sen- 
tence of divine retribution recorded against the sinner, andtha 
his greatest concern is to make his peace with Goc . _ He s 
further to be impressed, that at all times, and under all circum- 
stances, he is responsible to a supreme Judge who wil take 
account not only of his exterior conduct, but of the iiimos 
desires and thoughts of his very heart and soul ; and that 
the greatest misfortune that could befall him would be to oftend 
his divine Majesty. These fundamental maxims of religion 
must be deeply and lastingly impressed upon bis mmd and 
must operate upon him, so as to govern and control him n he 
various incidents and accidents of life, as well as m the ordu < ) 

routine of his daily conduct. . , . n f 

If I have thus insisted upon the paramount impoitance 
religion amongst the means of reformation devised _ by our 
“ separate system,” it was with a view of asking permission to 
make some practical observations suggested by a sense of the 
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obHgat;°n S I owe to my mission amongst the inmates of our M „ 

soners^the idl° 5 pri- G *” 

as possible from their actual position, I a^not Jf“ 0 “S 

insensible to the importance of temptation bearing a l 0 no with 

it, as a deterring motive, the dread of punishment. Thi feldt 

however is sufficiently realized, as I conceive, by their confine’ 

ment and its disagreeable concomitants. Beyond this every 

thing ought to bespeak hope, and point to encouraging prospect J 

awaiting their amendment. Their condition is, by the m2 

tion of their case, one of reform. It is right tl e/efn, t 

them credit for efforts on their own part Wards such an e^d" 

and he kindly treatment which will be thus accorded to them 

will have the effect of soothing any irritation of feeling caused 

by the sentence of the law and of thus disposing them f or the 

beneficent influence of religion. 1 01 tne 

Secondly. The foregoing suggestion inclines me to recom- 
mend the strictest care m the selection of the officers and 
servants for the various duties of the institution. On them 
depends, to a great degree, the application of the various mean” 
of leform projected by the discipline of the prison ; consequently 
then moral conduct and general bearing, in the duties thov 
have to discharge towards the prisoners, should be in strict 
accordance with the end and object of the establishment 
Disedification given by them would neutralize in a great measure 

the system ^ 161181011 ^ ^ ° tller advanta S es afforded by 

Thii dly. I regret that the arrangements of the prison make it 
necessary to use the chapel for “school purposes. The evil 
resulting therefrom, is felt in the greater difficulty which the 

P T D ® ra h ?V? C !- P °T S ’ th , eraselves with suitable recollection 
duties r ei r lal feeIln S f° r religious instruction and the solemn 
luties of divine worship, m the same apartment where, on 
thei occasions, they are released from religious reserve and 
allowed comparative liberty of conduct. Our moral constitution 
as universal experience attests, requires not only separate times, 
ut also a separate place for religious observances, 
fourthly. I regret also, the insufficient accommodation 
• ttoided by the chapel. _ On this account, it becomes necessary 
divide the prisoners into two distinct congregations for their 
various public exercises of religon. My ministry is by this 
means much impaired. In fact, it is rendered only half aseffec- 
ive as it would he, did the chapel accommodate the entire 
number of the inmates. 

fifthly. As a consequence of the two foregoing observations 
i f-J 61 ' 7 , l ; es P eotfull y. but earnestly, recommend, that in 
uy additional buildings proposed to be erected, a chapel of 
sufficient dimensions would be provided. In the fitting up of 
1 would not advise the arrangements at present in use for 
,Sf. the , prisoners apart in separate stalls. I contemplate, 
t u the chapel be exclusively reserved for religious purposes 
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■md if it be sufficiently capacious, the pnsoneis com ge 
■Momiwo* a'icL it influence of religious feeling, would refrain 

Government ther m it under tne innueiice u 6 ..piio-imi would be 

~ torn — 

SSf* ^Vtominds' the idea of punishment, even in the wor- 

Shi Lastly h I hlvefo* state, in consequence of the great ignorance 
Las y. ■ coming to the institution, it is neces- 

apart « <^rs inffie 

primary and 

i-alir By way of remedy, I have availed myself of the assistance 
of the school teachers ; and I mention this fact, m order to have 
four sanction for continuing to use the serv.ces of these officers 
in imparting the elementary instruction required by the paiti- 

CUl £ SXfn^"ppy *0 that I am much pleased 
with the results of my ministry during the past year, and I trust 
f at the new year upon which we have entered, may not be less 
pro ductiv e f fruits in the reformation of the objects for whom 
we are jointly concerned. 



Report. 



I have the honour to remain. 

Very respectfully yours, &c., 

N. M’Cabe. 



To the Inspectors of 

Government Prisons, &c. 



SM1THF1EED 

Government. 

Prison. 



S.MITHFIELD GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



Governor's 

Report. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 



Smithfield Government Prison, 
5th March, 1855. 



Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit herewith the 
statistics of this prison, for the year ending 31st ] December, 
1854, and to remark that nothing occurred during that period 
of sufficient importance to call for special attention. 

The general conduct of the prisoners was orderly and good, 
and I have reason to feel satisfied with their attention to 
works (trades) at which they were placed , learning shoe'nallg 
tailoring, and other useful branches. Many were dischaige<l 
after having served a certain portion of their sentenc , 

_ a- funm nifnvmfit.imi 1 ilclVC T10UI 



atter Having serveu a, wiwm * .. T from 

affords me pleasure to state, that from information I have fro 
,• ... x* A +iin n-rootor -nnrtion of them aie doing 



axioms me piwwuio — . „ , 

time to time received, the greater portion of them aie 
well, and earning an honest livelihood by employment at 
trades which they learned during their imprisonment. 
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The cholera broke out in tin's 1 ■ , 

notwithstanding the care and attention of KeL&Ter’ 
many cases proved mortal meaicai officer, 

diseie myself, I was unable £ seferal moXt Y 

sufficient attention to the duties of tlio nn«n S t0 i atten 1 d wltJl 
a clerk in this establish,™ fo • the tftwoVe ^ 

i.~S' v E 7“’“^ 

Mi. Good the deputy-governor and master of works was 
v y energetic and attended closely to all the du^scf Ilie 

accounts. ° &Ubmi ‘ Statemeilt of manufacturing 



Smithfield 

Government 

fPRISOK 7 . 

Governor’s 

Report. 



The conduct of the 
I have the honour 
servant, 



subordinate officers has been satisfactory, 
to be, gentlemen, your very obedient 



The Directors of Convict 
Prisons, &c., &c. 



John Lamb, Governor. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in CrrsTnnv 

llirl Disrnsv n nf +1 „ V t DUSTODV COMMITTED Statistics, 

and Disposed of foi the Year ending 31 st December, 1854 , 



In custody, 1st January, 1854 , 

Committed for the year ending 31 st December, 'l 854 ,' J04 

Disposed of for the year ending 31 st December, 1854, 234 

In custody, 1st January, 1855, . ~ZZZ 



WHERE COMMITTED FROM. 

Newgate Prison, .... 

Mount joy „ ... 

Philipstown, .... 

County Gaols, .... 

Military, 

Court of Queen’s Bench, 

Bermuda Convicts, . . . 



90 
9 
1 6 
i 
1 

79 



194 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

Discharged, free pardon, .... 

To Spike Island Prison, . 

„ Philipstown „ .... 

„ Mountjoy „ . 

„ Newgate „ .... 

„ County Gaols^ 

Di ed, 

Bermuda Convicts discharged on Tickets-of-Loave, 



49 

41 

44 

1 

2 

2 

16 

79 



Daily average number confined, 



234 

286 
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SMITHFIELD 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 

Statistics. 



CRIMES. 



Arson, • 

Assault and Bobbery, . 
Attempting to Steal, 

Ass Stealing, 

Burglary, • 

Burglary and Bobbery, 

Bigamy, . 

Cattle Stealing, . 
Embezzlement, 

Felony, • • : - 

Felony andFormer Conviction, 
House Bobbery, . 

Highway Bobbery, 

Larceny, • • • .• 

Larceny and Former Convic- 
tion, • • * 

Larceny from Bleach Green, . 
Killing a Lamb, 



2 | Picking Pockets, . 

1 I Rape, 

1 Robbery, ...» 

1 ' Receiving Stolen Goods, 

17 I Sacrilege, . 

11 Sheep Stealing, . 

1 I Shooting at, . 

13 Vagrancy, . 

2 Military. 

o I Being Drunk, and Striking his 
1 Superior Officer, Lieutenant 
Woodall, . 

Bermuda Convicts, 

From Court of Queen’s Bench, 

Total, . 



23 

14 

1 

1 



2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

3 



1 

79 

1 

194 



SENTENCES. 

4 years penal servitude, 

6 „ v 

8 „ » . 

7 „ transportation, 

10 „ »i 

14 ,, 

15 „ 

Life, • • . 

Bermuda Convicts, 

Court of Queen’s Bench, 

Total, 



28 

11 

1 

30 

33 

5 

5 

1 

79 

1 

194 



AGES. 

14 years and under 16, . 
16 „ 20,. 
20 „ 30 > • 

30 „ 40 > * 

40 „ 50 > • 

50 „ 60, • 

60 „ . 70 > • 

Bermuda Convicts, 

Court of Queen’s Bench, 

Total, 



5 

54 

34 

9 

8 

2 

2 

79 

1 

. 194 



Bepokt of S onS 5t ol, for the Ye, 

Tho total number of Convicts which were in attendance at School 
during the year • \ at ; enda ; ce at School wa's 

ZTe who wexHuly a short period in Smithfield Government 
The number of those who were duli, and'ineapable of any proficiency, 

K together with such as were careless and reluctant, was . 



23T 



21 



[Classification. 
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at School, durino- the Yen'- t ! ? nv i°!f 111 attendance Smthmblb 
? o 111 e * ear, stated as follows : Government 





1 


Classes. 








Commenced. 


2 








l 




§ 1 





* I 






The Alphabet, . 
Early Spelling, 

Early Reading, 
Advanced Reading, 
Writing, . . 

Simple and Compound 
Rules of Arithmetic, 

Total, . 




TT 


— 


— — 




I . 1 


j 




si 


1 ° 


! 


J 5 


l 


0 c 
i0 5 


, d . 


~ - 


1 


J.f 


j 


. II 


1 | 


f 


f 




!p 


1 £ 










l 1 
I < 


_ 






_ 


yr 


0 


2 


! 1 


- 


_ 


18 


10 1 




- 


4 


!2 


30 


10 


3 


3 


- 


16 


i° 1 




1 


; 




8 


17 1 


1 













;32 j58 . 


29 j 


20 | 


9 : 
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28 
8 |237 



Mat-making, 
Shoe-making, 

Tailoring, . 

Brush and Broom matin' 
Carpentry, . 

Tin-ware, 

Smiths and Nailers, 
Net-making, 

General Employment 



Daily average number in custody 
Dess daily average number in Hospital, 

T)a ’ n°'’ 9 oolcs and Wardsmen. 

Do., do.. Aged and Infirm, 



•£322 1 3 OJ 

38 4 10 
72 4 33- 

108 14 93 
12 5 73 

7 4 0* 

4 16 11 
111 .5 

39 2 6 

£606 - 17 5J 
286 



29 

21 

20 



Prisoners Learned the following Trades :■ 

■Mat-making, 

94 
74 
39 
23 
3 
2 
2 



70 

216 



Shoe-making 
Tailoring, 
Brush-making, 
Carpentry, 

Tin -ware, 

Smith and Nailers, 



237 



[Annual Return, 
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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 



Smitiifield 

Government 

Prison. 



1, Synnot-place, Dublin, 

February 12, 1855. 



Chaplain's 

liejioii. 



During, the year 1854 the number of prisoners under my 
charge far exceeded that of any former years. When this prison 
was first established in 1844, it was used merely as a depot in 
which convicts remained but for a few weeks previous to embarka- 
tion, but latterly it has been constantly full ; and as the Govern- 
ment Prison of “Newgate” is exclusively devoted to Roman 
Catholics, the proportion of Protestants confined here is greater 
than in any other Government prison. Further, all convicts who, 
from age or infirmity, are not deemed fit for the solitary system 
of Mountjoy Prison, are sent, here; and thus, not only the 
amount of my duty is increased, but that very trying branch of 
it— attendance on the sick, is considerably augmented. Also, 
for a very considerable time past, there has been no Presbyterian 
chaplain for this prison, and, of course, the charge of all con- 
victs of that persuasion devolved on me. 

My ministrations consist of divine service on each Sabbath, 
and, generally, three visits in the course of every week. On 
one of those I give instruction to all the Protestants assembled 
for the purpose ; the other two days are devoted to personal 
visits to the sick, and to those individuals whose circumstances 
and dispositions seem to indicate as requiring peculiar attention. 

It is with great satisfaction I reflect - on the appreciation 
of divine truth exhibited by many of those who have spent 
some time in this prison ; and some whom the Lord has been 
pleased to call to himself gave evidence of their being monuments 
of mercy to which one could confidently direct the attention of 
the survivors ; while the great majority exhibited the greatest 
desire for improvement in religious knowledge, and attend 
divine service and instruction with an attentive earnestness and 
decorum which is not, I am sure, exceeded by the congregation 
of any parish church in this city. 

In contrast to this pleasing view of the general state of feel T 
ing among those poor men, I found, with great regret, that 
three or four (all from Belfast) had come up deeply imbued 
with Deistical opinions, which they dissembled for a long time, 
but insiduously endeavoured to spread among others. I have 
spared no pains in endeavouring to reclaim them from their 
error, but I do not find that my efforts were successful ; and I 
have used every means to prevent their disseminating such 
opinions, and, in this respect, I trust my labour has not been 
in vain. 

_ The want of previous education in the majority of the con- 
victs is a great impediment to their profiting by religious 
instruction ; and it has often occurred to me that such impedi- 
ment would be greatly lessened if they were placed under 
instruction for a greater portion of time each week, when they 

E 
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Smithfield could learn those merely elementary parts of religious know- 

G °i4k™ EKT ledge, which would enable them to understand more readily 
— the teaching of their chaplain. 

Repo'>7 XS II I s a great pleasure to me to refer to the uninterrupted 
harmony which has always prevailed among all the officers of 
this prison, and to bear my testimony to the cordial co-opera- 
tion 1 have uniformly received from the governor, the deputy- 
governor, and every subordinate officer of the establishment. 

Thomas R. Shoke, Protestant Chaplain, 
Smithfield Government Prison. 

To the Directors of Government 
Prisons in Ireland, &c. 



Roman Catholic ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Chaplain's 

Report- St. Paul’s Church, Arran-quay, 

March 1, 1855. 

Gentlemen,- — In accordance with your wish, I beg to submit 
to you the following remarks on Smithfield Government Prison 
for the year 1854 :■ — 

In the first place, I must state, I was much pleased with tie 
general conduct of the prisoners under my care. I can say all 
evinced a great desire to be instructed, and obtain oppor- 
tunities of approaching the sacraments. Their proficiency in 
the Catechism afforded the greatest pleasure. 

You will excuse me, gentlemen, if I now allude to a matter 
to which, in my last report, I called particular attention— the 
necessity of having accommodation in prisons so arranged that 
only one prisoner should be allowed, during sleeping and meal 
hours, to occupy any cell. When the vigilant eye of an officer 
is over prisoners there is little danger of vice ; but when three 
or four are locked up together, then there exists the greatest 
danger to morality. 

Before I conclude, I must express my sincere thanks for the 
promptitude with which the spiritual wants of the prisoners 
were attended to. The religious books that were distributed 
did much to enlighten their minds and improve their hearts. 
I must also tender my gratitude to the excellent governor, Hr. 
Lamb, and the deputy-governor, Mr. Goode, for the uniform 
kindness, not only to me, but to the unfortunate prisoners, 
who, by a kind word, are found to execute the orders of supes 
riors without a murmur. 

I remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Geimley, Roman Catholic Chaplain. ; 

To the Directors of 

Government Prisons. 
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Smitiifield 

Government 

MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. P ™ 0N - 

Medical 

1 1, Lower Gardiner-street. 0ffice ’’ sKe J x>rt - 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit the Medical 
Report on the Convict Prison, Smithfield, for the year 1854. 

The following is a general statement of the movement in the 
prison hospital during the year : — 

Number of patients in hospital, January 1st, 1854, from 



former year, . . . . . . _ _ gg 

Number admitted since, to 31st December, inclusive, . . 330 

Total under treatment in the year, 335 

Of these there were discharged, 328 

Died, .......... 10 

Remaining in hospital, January 1st, 1855, ... 22 



366 

The average daily number of patients in hospital amounted 
to twenty-nine. The mortality on the cases (344) treated to a 
termination, was 4’7 per cent. 

Table 1. — This table exhibits the ages, the dates of convic- 
tion, of committal to Smithfield, of admission to hospital, and 
of death ; the duration of residence in hospital, and the diseases 
of the patients that died. 



1 

£ 


Initials of 


<? 


Date of 
Conviction. 


Date of 
Committal to 
Smithfield. 


Date of 
Admission to 
Hospital. 


| Date of 
Death. 


Cause of Death. 


ft 


6-227 

5689 

6548 

6558 1 
6462 
6553 

65G3 

6280 

6576 

6/55 

6091 

65G5 

5959 

5693 

6750 

6742 


T.M‘D. 

J.MU , 
P.M. 

T.MT. 

A.C. 

P.H. 

M.B. 

Gr.M. 

F.M‘G. 

J.M. 

J.C. 

J.C. 

J.MU 

P.G. 

J.W. 

w.c. 


23 

52 

32 

22 

20 

22 

17 

43 

61 

20 

43 

51 

6J 

54 

23 

25 


July 16, 1851, 

June 26, 1850, 
Jan. 10, 1853, 

Feb. 20, 1852, 
Oct. 22, 1851, 
July 26, 1852’ 

Jan. 3, 1853, 
July 23, 1851, 

Mar. 7, 1853, 
Mar. 4, 1851, 
Mar. 27, 1851, 
Mar. 7, 1853, 
Oct. 30, 1850, 
July 19, 1850, 

June 28, 1851, 
April 5, 1851,! 

• ■ ~ - I 


Aug. 18, 1851, 

Oct. 24, 1850, 
Feb. 25, 1853, 

Mar. 17, 1853, 
Nov. 17, 1852, 
Mar. 2, 1853, 

Mar. 22, 1 853, 
Sep. 1, 1851, 

April23, 1 853, 
April 4, 1854, 
May, 21, 1851, 
Mar. 23, 1853, 
Jan. 30, 1851, 
Oct. 24, 1852, 

April 5, 1854, 
April 5, 1854, 


Jan. 2, 1854, 

Nov. 7, 1853, 
J an. 31, 1854, 

Feb. 8, 1854, 
Nov. 30, 1853, 
Feb. 27, 1854, 

March 9, „ 
May 12, „ 

Feb. 25, „ 
July 5, ,, 

Oct. 5, ,, 

Oct. 10, „ 
June 19, „ 

Nov. 26, „ 
Nov. 8, „ 


1854. 
Mar. 20, ' 

Mar. 28, 
Apl. 25, 

May 7, 
May 13, 
May 17, 

July 16, 
July 26, 

Aug. 31, 
Sep. 30, 
Oct. 6, 

Oct. 11, 
Nov. 15, 

Dec. 9, 
Dec. 18. 

I 


Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 
ChronicDiarrhcea, 
Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 

Do. 

Tabes Mescnterica, 
Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 

Disease of Brain, 
Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 

Do. 

Do. 

Cholera Epidemic, 
Do. 

Do. 

Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 

Typhus Fever, 
Diffuse Inflamma- 
tion, 


57 

141 

84 

96 

174 

79 

129 

75 

187 

87 

1 

1 

1 

149 

13 

40 



e 2 
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Table 2. This table is a specification of the diseases with 

which the patients admitted in the year were affected. 



Fever, . 

Bronchitis, 

Catarrh, 

Epidemic. Cholera, . 
Epidemic Diarrhoea, 
Chronic Diarrhoea, . 

P ulmonary Consumption 
Scrofulous Diseases, 
Softening of Brain, 
Disease of Heart, _ . 
Diffuse Inflammation, 



19 

50 

95 

6 

32 
16 

33 

34 
1 
1 

2 i 



Disease of Kidneys, 
Ophthalmia, . 
Colic, 

Rheumatism, . 
Chronic Arthritis, 
Varicose Veins, 
Piles, . 

Itch, . 



3 
16 
2 
6 
1 
2 

4 
2 

330 



Those tabular returns show that, with the exception of the 
occurrence of epidemic cholera, there was nothing peculiar or 
unusual in the sickness that prevailed in this prison during the 
past year. Almost all the serious sickness was of a chronic 
character, and all the mortality (the cholera cases and a case of 
typhus fever excepted) resulted from chronic diseases, and, in 
particular from pulmonary consumption, and scrofulous affections 
of a kindred nature. The prevalence and fatality of these mala- 
dies among the convicts in this country have been signalised m 
former reports. They are developed early in predisposed per- 
sons, apparently from the influence of confinement, and usually 
run a rapid course. They are most prevalent among the class 
of prisoners from fifteen to twenty-five years of age, but, may 
originate at any period of life, especially after a long period of 
imprisonment. Of the eight fatal cases of consumption in the 
table, four were under 25 at the time of death; one was 32; 
and the others were 43, 51, 54 years of age. The three last 
had been, respectively, 3 years, H years, and 4± years in con- 
finement. . . 

In the autumn of 1853, when an apprehension of the approach 
of cholera prevailed, I prepared, on the request of the Inspec- 
tor of Government Prisons, a statement of the means that it 
seemed to me advisable to adopt in Smithfield and Newgate 
Prisons, with a view of meeting an invasion of the epidemic. 
The apprehension at that time proved unfounded ; but benefit 
resulted, even then, from attention being strongly directed to 
some sanitary provisions connected with the prisons. I shall 
only observe that the sewerage of both was rendered more 
complete and efficient. When, however, in September last, the 
disease made its appearance in tlie neighbourhood of Dublin, 
the recommendations embodied in my report were efficiently 
carried out.' The danger of overcrowding, in such circum- 
stances, either in the prison generally, or in the workshops, 
was as far as possible avoided; the most vigilant attention was 
directed to the ventilation and cleansing of the prisons, and to 
the personal cleanliness of the prisoners ; the dietary was 
improved, and rendered more suitable by the omission of some 
articles that might tend to keep up any accidental disturbance 
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of the bowels; and the warders were instructed to watch the Smithfield 
occurrence of bowel complaint in those under their charge, and C4 °p™™ EKT 
report it to the hospital assistant, who had the patient inline- — 
diatcly removed to hospital. These measures, I have every ojhe?‘s Report. 
reason to think, were attended with good results. Of thirty- 
two cases in Smithfield, and thirty-one in Newgate, of cholera, 
in its first or diarrhosal stage, none proved fatal. In six cases 
in Smithfield, and two in Newgate, the disease assumed from 
the first its most malignant form, passing rapidly into collapse ; 
three of the former and one of the latter recovered. 

As the same individual is often admitted to hospital during 
the year, for different diseases, the number of admissions (330) 
must not be taken to represent the number of persons that 
entered the hospital, or were sick, which, in 1854, was only 
251, out of a fluctuating population in the year of 472 prisoners. 

Again, many very slight cases of sickness are admitted at once 
to hospital, both because their non-removal, while unable to 
work, would seriously interfere with the economy of the prison, 
and that slight ailments, if left to the ordinary prison regime, 
might become serious diseases. Thus, the 145 cases registered 
under the heads catarrh and bronchitis were, for the most part, 
only common colds of more or less severity. Many of the other 
cases in the registry, as the ordinary diarrhoea, were also slight 
affections, but, under the circumstances, equally requiring resi- 
dence in hospital for the reasons stated above. Hence it is 
obvious, that the really serious sickness of the year was confined 
to a comparatively small number of the inmates of the prison. 

Lastly, it may be observed, that, with the exception of cholera 
and fever, no epidemic or contagious disease occurred in the 
prison, though small-pox, measles, and scarletina prevailed to a 
considerable extent throughout the city during the year, and 
the two former made their way into Newgate Prison, 

It appears from these circumstances, that the health of the 
great majority of the convicts in this prison was well maintained 
(luring the year. 



I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 



To the Directors of Convict 
Prisons, Ireland. 



Thomas Brady. 



NEWGATE GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Newgate Government Prison, 
13th March, 1855. 



Newgate 

((OV Elt.NMEKl 
PltlSON. 



Governor's 

Report. 



Gentlemen, — I have the honour to transmit herewith the 
statistical tables of this prison for the year ended 3 1st Decem- 
ber, 1854. 

There is nothing of any special importance to report. 
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The buildings are in a fair condition, but the hospital accom- 
modation is represented as insufficient. 

The manufacture department and bakery have been worked 
steadily, many of the prisoners learned useful trades ; and for 
some time past the four Dublin convict prisons have been sup. 
plied with bread from the bakery, and a great saving thereby 
has accrued to the public. 

The want of a regular teacher has caused the school to be 
seriously neglected. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been in general very good; 
and the officers have given satisfaction (with trifling exceptions) 
in performance of their duty. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

John Lamb, Governor. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

&c., &c., &c. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed 
and disposed of, &c., for one year, commencing January! 
and ending December 31, 1854. 



In custody 1st January, 1854, 

Committed from County Gaols, . . • 

„ Smitkiield, 

„ Mountjoy, 

„ Philipstown, 

„ Spike Island, 

„ Cork Depot, 

Committed during the year ending 3 1 st Dec., 1 854, 



2 

112 

1 

39 

8 



272 



162 



434 





HOW DISPOSED OF. 




Removed to County Gaols, .... 


1 




Smithfield Prison, 


44 


17 


Mountjoy, „ • 


- 


V 


Philipstown, „ . 


73 




Spike Island, „ . 


74 


Free pardon 


or discharged, .... 


32 


Died, 




17 


Remaining in custody 31st December, 1854, 




Viz., Convicted in 1848, 


1 




1849, .... 


10 




1850, .... 


54 




1851, .... 


64 




1852, .... 


85 




1853, .... 


143 


» 


1854, .... 


38 



Bermuda prisoners (no return of date of conviction), 39 



241 



434 
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AGES. 

10 years and under 14, 8 



14 


„ 


17, 


39 


17 




20 , 


148 


20 


>» 


30, 


133 


30 


„ 


•40,. 


36 


40 


)> 


50, 


14 


50 


„ 


60, 


12 


60 




70, 


4 


70 and 


upwards, 


_• 


1 


Bermuda prisoners, 




39 




Total, 




434 



PERIOD OF SENTENCES. 



4 years, 


68 


6 „ . . . 


12 


7 „ . . . 


. 174 


10 „ .. . 


. 121 


14 „ . 


9 


15 » . 


10 


Life, 


1 


Bermuda prisoners, 


39 


Total, 


. 434 



Crimes in Conformity with Gaoler’s Returns. 



-Assault, Malicious, . . 1 

Assaulting House, . . 1 

Assault and Robbery, . . 4 

Assault endangering Life, . 1 

Assault and Rape, . . 1 

Attacking Habitation, . . 2 

Arson, .... 8 

Bigamy, .... 2 

Burglary, .... 38 

Burglary and Robbery, . 45 

Burglary and Felony, . . 3 

Coining, .... 2 

Cattle Stealing, . . .14 

Cattle Killing, ... 3 

Cow Stealing, ... 24 

Embezzlement, ... 2 

Felony, . . . .18 

Fowl Stealing, ... 2 

Feloniously W ounding, . 1 

Goat Stealing, ... 1 

Horse Stealing, ... 4 

Highway Robbery, . . 8 

House do., ... 8 

Housebreaking, . . .14 



Larceny, . 

„ from House, 

„ „ Shop, 

„ „ Person, 

„ „ Clothes, 

Manslaughter, 

Pocket Picking, . 

Robbery, .... 
„ from Person, 

„ „ Dwelling, . 

„ . . „ Shop, 

Receiving Stolen Goods, 

Rape, .... 
Sacrilege, .... 
Sheep Stealing, 

„ Killing, 

Shooting at, ... 
Stealing Potatoes, 

Sending a Threatening Letter, 
Uttering Forged Notes, 
Vagrancy, .... 
Bermuda Prisoners, 



46 

16 

11 

9 

8 

2 

4 

9 

7 

3 
12 

1 

1 

34 

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
39 



Total, . . 434 



Newgate Bakery. — Statement for Year ending December 

31, 1854. 



Dr. 



£ s. d. 



To Stock in Store, 1st January, Flour, Barm, Bread, 
„ Flour supplied, ..... 

„ Barm „ 

„ Salt „ 

„ Fuel „ 

„ Cartage of Bread, 

„ Bakers’ Wages, ...... 

„ Contingencies — Implements, Repairs, &c., . 



Profit, 



18 


3 


9 


3,905 


14 


6 


53 


14 


' 8 


3 


10 


8 


27 


0 


0 


42 


19 


6 


62 


10 


0 


17 


14 


9 


4,131 


7 


10 


564 


15 


3 


<£4,696 


3 


1 
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Report. 

Statistics. 



tinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Newgate 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor's 

licport. 

Statistics. 



Medical 
Officer sReport 



56 First Annual Report of the Directors 



By Bread and Flour supplied Smith field Prison, 
Newgate do., 

Mountjoy do., 

Grangcgorman do., 

” Stock in Store 31st Dec. — Flour, £88 18 0 i 

„ • Bread, 1G 12 0-^ 

Barm, 0 5 4 ) 



<£ s. d. 
1,430 1 4- 
1,369 3 5i 
1,009 8 4" 
781 14 7 

105 15 41 



<£4,696 3 1 



John Lamb, Governor. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

1 1 , Lower Gardiner-street. 

Gentlemen, I have the honour to submit the Medical Re- 

port on the Convict Prison, Newgate, for the year 1854. 

The following statement shows the movement in the hospital 
of the prison during the year : — 

Number of patients in hospital, Jan. 1, 1854, from former year, 14 
Number admitted since, to 31st December, inclusive, ‘ 10 ‘ 1 

Total number under treatment in hospital during year, 

Of these there have been discharged, 

Died, . . • • • 

Remaining in hospital, 1st January, 1855, 



. 397 

. 368 
- 17 

. 12 

397 



The mortality on the cases (385) treated to a termination was 
4-4 per cent. The average daily number of patients in the 
hospital was seventeen. 

From the want of sufficient hospital accommodation at this 
prison, many of the less serious cases of sickness were treated in 
the adjacent cells ; hence the average daily number of patients 
in hospital does not express the average daily number of sick, 
which amounted to about twenty-seven for the year. 

Table 1 . This table gives a specification of the diseases with 

which the patients admitted in the year were affected:— 

Pulmonary Consumption, . 25 

Disease of Heart, . • 7 

Chronic Diarrhoea, . . 30 

Dysentery, .... 7 

Scrofulous diseases, . • 30 

Ophthalmia, . . . H 

Rheumatism, ... 28 

Skin diseases, . . . B 

Piles, 5 

Varicose Veins, ... 3 

383 



Fever, 


26 


Small-pox, . 


4 


Measles, 


7 


Epidemic Cholera, 


2 


Epidemic Diarrhoea, 


. .31 


Erysipelas, . 


. 3 


Catarrh, 


. 70 


Bronchitis, . 


. 65 


Inflammation of Lungs, 


4 


Pleurisy, 


. 3 


Asthma, 


. 1 


Insanity, 


. 3 


Epilepsy, . ... 


. 4 



Table 2. — In this table are shown the age, the dates of con- 
viction, of committal to Newgate, of admission to hospital and 
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of death, the duration of residence in hospital, and the diseases Newgate 
of the patients that died. Government 

Prison. 



I 


■3 § 




T)nte of 
Conviction. 


Date of 
Committal to 
Newgate. 


Date of 
Admission to 
Hospital. 


Date 

of 

Death. 


Cause of Death. 


l| 


j_ 




1 














1271 


M.P. 


35 


Jan. 12. 1852, 


Feb. 2,1853, 


Nov. 4,1853 


1854. 
Feb. 6, 


Disease of Heart, 
Dropsy. Disease 


94 


67 8 






„ 2, 1851, 


May 23, 1851, 


Dec. 9, ,, 


June 17, 


1031 

351 

mo 


T.P. 

J.O. 

j.m. 


60 

58 

16 


Feb. 26, 1850, 
Oct. 10, 1848, 
Mar. 30, 1852, 


Aug. 17, 1852, 
Apl. 9,1850, 
Nov. 19,1852, 


Feb. 19, 1854 
Mar. 5, ,, 
8, „ 


Feb. 28, 
Mar. 5, 
,, 15, 


of Liver, 

Acute Bronchitis, 
Disease of Heart, 
Typhoid Erysi- 


190 

9 

1 


C32 


T.C. 


20 


July 1, 1850, 


May 21, 1851, 


, 23, „ 


„ 23, 


Disease of Heart, 


7 


1491 


J.F. 


36 


Oct. 13, 1853, 


Jan. 26, 1854, 


Apl. 18, „ 


Apl. 23, 


Sudden Death, 
Inflammation of 


- 


1525 


P.G. 


18 


Jan. 6, 1854, 


Apl. 3, „ 


May 15, „ 


Sep. 26, 


Lungs, 

Pulmonary Con- 


5 


1396 

1508 


J.N. 

M.B. 


71 

19 


Apl. 5, 1853, 
Sep. 23, „ 


June 27, 1853> 
J an. 26, 1854> 


June 28, , 

July 19, ,, 


July 21, 
Oct. 6, 


sumption, 
Dysentery, 
Pulmonary Con- 


134 

23 


1516 

1604 


L.N. 

T.G. 


22 

15 


Oct. 31, „ 

Jan. 9,1854, 


June 27, 1854, 


May 17, „ 


Aug. 19, 


sumption. 

Do., 


79 

94 

74 


1157 


D.P. 


19 


Oct. 22, 1852, 


Dec. 16, 1852, 








1638 

1639 


T.B. 

P.H. 


25 

19 


Mar. 10, „ 
Oct. 22, „ 

Mar. 16, 1853, 


Sep. 30, 1854, 


„ 30 , ,; 


Dec. 6, 


Do.; 


67 

61 


1640 


J.S. 


52 


June 27, 1854, 




Oct. 12, 


Disease of Heart, 
Cholera, 


1609 


T.IC. 


31 


,i 13,1854, 


Oct. 8,1854, 


„ io, 


2 



Medical 
Officer's Report. 



The observations made in the report on Smithfield, with 
reference to the general character of the sickness at that depot 
during the year are, as might be expected, to a considerable 
extent applicable to this prison. Much of the serious sickness, 
and nearly all the mortality resulted from chronic diseases. In 
seven cases, death occurred from pulmonary consumption ; the 
patients being- all of that early age at which, as I have already 
remarked, the disease is so frequently developed, and runs in 
general a rapid course under the influence of confinement in 
prison ; one being only 15 years of age, one 18, three 19, one 
22, and one 25 ; and their periods of imprisonment 8, 9, 1 0, 1 2, 
24, 24, and 33 months respectively. No death occurred at this 
depot from senile phthisis ; but in four cases death resulted 
from disease of the heart, a malady of rather advanced life, and 
which is occasionally slowly developed from the influence of 
the same physical and moral circumstances as phthisis ; the ages 
of these patients were, 20, 35, 52, and 58 years, and their 
periods of imprisonment, 4, 2, 1|, and 5 j years respectively. 

A remarkable difference, however, existed between the two 
prisons in respect to the amount and variety of acute disease 
during the year. Thus, it may be observed, that while fever 
and cholera prevailed in each, small-pox, measles, acute inflam- 
mations of the chest, and dysentery, occurred at Newgate only. 
Some cases of epilepsy also appear among the diseases at this 
prison, and, what is very unusual, three cases of acute maniacal 
excitement. It is not easy to account satisfactorily for this 
discrepancy, in a sanitary point of view, between two prisons 
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Newgate similarly circumstanced in all respects. It no doubt resulted, 
& °p£o™ OT in some degree, from the accidental circumstance of a much 

greater number of unhealthy, broken-down prisoners having 

Officer's Report been committed to this prison than to Smithfield in the course 
'of the year, a fact that is strikingly illustrated by a comparison 
of the tables of mortality of the two prisons. Thus, it appears 
from these, that of the sixteen patients that died at Smithfield, 
only two were persons committed there during the year ; whereas 
of the seventeen deaths at Newgate, nine, or more than the 
half, occurred in prisoners who had been committed in the year, 
and three of whom had been taken into hospital the day they 
came to the prison. 

It appears also from the tables, that the number of cases ad- 
mitted to hospital in Newgate (not taking into account the 
slighter forms of diseases which were here treated in the cells), 
exceeded the number of admissions in Smithfield, where the 
prison population for the year was greater. 

From these considerations it is apparent that the sanitary 
state of this prison was much less favourable than that of Smith- 
field during the past year. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Beady, 

Medical Attendant. 

To the Directors of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Report. 

Presbytery, Halston-street, 
May 5, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — I am happy to have it in my power to report 
that the conduct and demeanour of the prisoners under my 
spiritual care is quite what I could desire. Their attention and 
docility to my instructions is exemplary, and in no particular 
have I to make the smallest complaint in their regard, their 
observance of their religious duties is uniform and punctual, 
and its good effects are seen in their compliance with the 
discipline of the house. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 



Joseph C. M‘Cann, 
Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland. 
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PHILIPSTOWN GOVERNMENT 


PRISON. 


Philipstown 

Government 

Prison. 


GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 


March, 1855. 


Governor's 

Report. 



Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present my Report on 
the general affairs of this prison for the year 1854. 

I believe I have omitted nothing material connected with its 
statistics and finances, and it only remains for me to advert to 
the general occurrences of the year, at the commencement of 
which I took charge of the prison, and found a good system of 
discipline established, ample employment for all classes, and 
an effective staff of officers. 

The building works which were in progress had all been 
decided on, and I had no grounds for interference ; they went 
on to completion, and were quite suited to the wants of the 
prison as it then stood ; but great embarrassment followed from 
the large number whose usual occupations were discontinued 
in consequence. The Report states the quantity and value of 
work performed. 

Other trades, such as shoemaking and tailoring, were in ac- 
tive employment for a time, but the demand for sale to the 
public subsided, and there was a long cessation of the former 
activity. 

Those interruptions to the general course of works and 
labour, affecting nearly 200, were attended with the usual ill 
effects of such. The prisoners became discontented. I had 
difficulty in substituting other employments, and being thrown 
together to work in large parties, it was not easy to enforce 
order and strict discipline, and the evil-disposed had too many 
opportunities of creating and exciting disorder ; several cases 
of insolence to their officers occurred, and many punishments 
became unavoidable. The effective strength of the staff was 
also at the time much reduced, and with the reduction of the 
military guard, was not unnoticed nor unconsidered by the 
propagators of mischief; nothing, however, very serious fol- 
lowed, and the ordinary discipline was found to be sufficient. 

In the last quarter of the year, your Board thought proper 
to make extensive changes in the prison, by removing the adult 
and able-bodied prisoners chiefly to Spike Island, and replacing 
them by invalids and juveniles, conformably with your intention 
to convert it into a prison entirely for those classes. A total 
change became necessary in all respects, and I believe the best 
was done under all the circumstances. 

It remains to be seen how far the prison is adaptable for a 
large number of juveniles, who require particular treatment, 
constant and great variety of employment, incessant care and 
watchfulness, and a special description of officers to control 
them. Hitherto there has been much to contend with ; many 
evince very vicious and intractable habits, and it will require 
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some time to subdue and train tliem into a satisfactory state. 
I am in hope, however, that when your plans on the subject 
shall be fully matured, such as enlarging the general accommo- 
dation, providing more occupation for them, and. an improved 
school, a better state of tilings must arise, and this unfortunate, 
but interesting class, whose condition all must pity, will bo 
greatly improved, and become qualified for something per- 
manently useful. , 

With regard to the invalid prisoners, their arrival obliged a 
removal from the former hospital, and the allocation of a portion 
of the centre building for their exclusive use ; a change which 
affected the accommodation of the whole prison. 

The general result of all those changes was, that the year 
which opened with 249 prisoners, of whom twenty-one were in 
hospital, closed with 393 prisoners, of whom 118 were in 

h °The staff of officers was in a very unsettled state during the 
year, and many changes took place which caused embarrass- 
ment. They were as follow Deputy-governor removed to 
Cork and Spike Island ; clerk, same ; six warders, same ; Store- 
keeper removed to the office as registrar ; schoolmaster resigned ; 
one warder, same ; the chief warder, from his state of health, 
was seldom efficient ; five warders (including the cook) were 
dismissed ; one warder died. Of those dismissed, two were for 
drunkenness, one for general misbehaviour, one for assisting 
in clandestine correspondence for a prisoner, with parties out- 
side, one (the cook) for theft of prison clothing. 

This was a very bad case ; to accomplish it he corrupted and 
bribed prisoners. A prosecution was ordered against him, but, 
after being for some months in the county gaol, he was dis- 
charged for want of legal proof, the material witnesses being 
prisoners, who refused to support their informations before the 
Grand Juries, at two sessions. ^ . 

The new appointments to the staff were — -One 1 result cnan 
chaplain ; one storekeeper and assistant registrar ; one school- 
master ; nine watchmen, or fourth-class warders. 

With the exception of those cases of dismissal, I had no reason 
to find fault with the general conduct of the warders. Other 
occurrences were the ordinary casualties to which such an 
establishment is liable; and although cases of sickness, and other 
causes of absence were frequent, and deranged their general 
routine of duties ; yet the effective men bore the inconveniences 
with good feeling ; and their patience and good sense were re- 
markable and praiseworthy, often under very trying circum- 



stances. . , 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 

servant, „ „ „ 

Richard Grace, Governor. 



The Directors of 

Convict Prisons. 
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Statement of Number of Convicts Committed and Disposed 
of from January 1 to December 31, 1854. 



1 st January, 1854, Number 
Received daring the year, 



of Convicts 



in custody, 



. 249 
. 49G 



Total, . . . .745 

Removed to Spike Island Prison, . 280 

„ Mountjoy Prison, . . 5 

„ Smithfield Prison, . . 2 

,, Newgate, ... 1 

„ . Cork — Tradesmen, . 8 

Discharged by order of the Lord Lieutenant 

(commuted sentences), . . 43 

Died, . 13 



Philipstown 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 

Statistics. 



Total, . . . 352 

December 3 1 , remaining in custody, . • 393 

745 

Highest Number confined, . . . 397 

Lowest Number, . . . . .248 



Daily average number, j 



291 

33 



Total Daily average, 


324 


Ages of Prisoners in Custody : 


Under 18 years, 


138 


» 25 „ . . . 


91 


„ 35 „ ... 


53 


„ 45 „ 


36 


,, 55 „ 


31 


Over 55 „ . . . 


44 


Sentences : 




Transportation 7 years, 


160 


„ io‘ „ 


143 


34 „ 


7 


„ 15 „ . - . 


14 


„ Life, 


3 


Penal Servitude 4 years, 


. 55 


» 6 „ • 


10 


» 8 „ • 


. 1 


Time elapsed since Conviction : 


6 to 7 years, .... 


3 


5 to 6 ,, 


23 


4 to 5 „ . 


35 


3 to 4 „ 


73 


2 to 3 „ 


96 


1 to 2 „ 


125 


Under 1 „ 


38 


Prison Punishments : 




Solitary Cells and bread and water, 


163 


Average duration of same, hours, 


. 35 


Placed in Irons, of the above, 


. 24 


Average duration in Irons, days, 


. 5 


Sentenced specially by Director, 


. 3 


Sentence, days, 


. 28 
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Offences Punished : 

Injuring Prison Clothing and Property, . 16 

Refusing to work, inciting others, . .18 

Quarrelling and fighting, . . . 48 

Theft, . . . • .13 

Disorderly conduct in School, Ghapel, and at work, 19 
Disobedience and mutinous conduct, . .11 

Insolence to Prison Officers, . . • 27 

Assaults on same, .... 5 

Attempt to escape, . . . . 6 

163 

Once punished, . . . . .121 

Twice, . • • • . 24 

Three times, . . • • .14 

Pour times, . . • • . 3 

Five times, ..... 1 



163 

Many stoppages of Diet for lighter offences. 



Employment of Convicts : 

Daily average for 301 days. 

Tailors, ....... 33 

Shoemakers, . . • • • .22 

Carpenters and Coopers, . . • .12 

Sawyers, . . . * • .2 

Masons, Bricklayers, and Stone Cutters, . .15 

Blacksmiths, ...... 3 

House Painters, . . . • .2 

Slaters and Plasterers, - • • .1 

Labours — Building, Quarrying, Gardening, Lime 

Burning, Sic., &c., ..... 142 

Tinsmiths, ...... 1 

Picking Fibre, Wool, &c., . . • .15 

Mat-making, ...... 3 

Knitting, . . • • • 1 

Sweeping, Messing, and Cleaning, . » . .24 

Cooks, ....... 3 

Unfit for Labour, ..... 6 

In Hospital, . . • • - .33 

Total, . . . . 324 



Attending School, .... 

Work and Labour Performed. 



f Making 1,306 Articles, Repairing 
500 Articles, . . 

Tailors, <J Making Clothes for sale, 567 Articles, 
| Officers and Servants’ Clothing, 
^Making Prison Shirts, 819, at Is. 6c/., 
Shoemakers, Making 885 pairs, Repairing 1,766, 
Knitting, Maldng Stockings, 855 pairs, at 6c/., . 
Coopers, Buckets, Repairs, &c., 

Tin- work, made 706 articles, 

Mat-makers, 5cwt. lq. 8lb., at 5c/., 

All Building works, excavations, &c., &c., per 
measurement, .... 
Garden produce for Prison use, 

Sweeping, Messing, Cleaning Lamps, &c., &e., 
7,336 days’ work, at 6c/., . . , . 

Cooks, 1,228 days’ work, at 6c/., 



£ s. d. 
442 11 6 
240 0 0 
118 2 6 
61 8 6 
356 8 0 
21 17 6 
6 4 1 

8 5 4 
12 6 8 

1,745 10 10 
18 0 0 

183 8 0 
30 14 0 



Total, . . 43,244'16 11 
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Tailors, . 

Shoemakers, . 

Stone-cutters, Masons, Bricklayers, &c. ’ 
Carpenters, . . . ’ 

Blacksmiths, 

House Painters, 

Total, 



s: 


Philipstown 

Government 


. 53 


Prison. 


. 40 

. 23 

. 17 

* 4 

4 

. 141 


Governor's 


Report. 


Statistics. 



General Account of Receipt and Expenditure for 1854. 



Jan. 1, 1854. Dr. £ s . c l. 
To Balance in favour of 

the Public, . 2,337 12 7 

„ Paymaster of Civil • 

Services, . 5,780 9 9 

„ Barrack damages. 5 7 1 1 



„ Repayment by 
Warder, . 

„ Fines, 

„ Manufactures, 
„ Contingencies, 
„ Incidents, . 



Chief 

3 6 8 1 
0 10 0 j 
43 8 9£| 
13 12 0 
118 



Bee. 31, 1854. Cr. £ s . d. 
By Salaries and Wages, -2,063 19 l 
„ Victualling, . . 2,588 16 8 

” Buel and Light, . 8 1 10 

„ Furniture and Repairs, 26 12 6 
„ IncidentalExpenditure, 22 19 o 
Rents and Taxes, 57 0 2 
„ Manufactures, . 535 3 u 

„ Implements, . 67 14 0.} 

„ Medicine and Surgical 

Instruments, . 65 5 4 

„ Medical comforts, 

extras for sick, . 24 5 6 

” Brisoners’ Labour, 50 7 11 
„ Freights and charges, 10 7 0 
„ Travelling charges, 39 6 1 
„ Prisoners on discharge, 29 2 9 
„ Funeral expenses, 4 17 0 
„ Washing- and Soap, 99 14 4 
„ Advertising, . 27 17 11 

„ Building Materials, 1,379 7 01 

„ Prison Clothing, . 3 8 lo" 

„ Contingencies, . 21 4 9 



£8*185 9 4£ 



£7,126 11 8 
Balance m favour of 
the Public, £1,058 17 8£ 



£8,185 9 4h 



Cost op Diet, Medicine, Medical Comforts, &c., 1854 . 



All Articles of Food received and consumed, 
Medicine and Instruments, 

Medical comforts, extras for the sick, . 



£ s. d. 
2,863 18 7 
46 12 9 
24 5 6 



Total, . . £2,934 16 10 

Divided as follows : 

Ordinary Diet of Prisoners not in Hospital, 291, 

at £8 5s. 0d., or 5%d. per diem, . . 2,401 2 7 

Diet, Medicine, and Medical comforts for Prisoners 
in Hospital, 33, at £11 4s. Ik/., or 7 %d. each, 
per diem, . . . . . 371 1 0 

Officers’ Rations, average 20£, . . . 162 13 3 



Total, . . £2,934 16 10 
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Staff, op Prison Officers and Expense for 



Governor, 

Deputy Governor, 

Protestant Chaplain, 

Roman Catholic Chaplain, 
Presbyterian Chaplain, 9 Months, 
Medical Officer, 

Registrar, 

Storekeeper, 

Schoolmaster, 11 Months, 

Chief Warder, . 

Gate Porter, 

Warders, 1st Class, 4, . 

„ 2nd „ 6, . 

„ 3rd „ 5, . 

„ 4th „ 4, . 

Trades' Instructors, 3, . 

Hospital W arder, 

Cook, 1 0 Months, 

Messenger, . . • 



£ 

350 
200 
40 
* 85 
48 
137 
71 
71 
36 
60 



196 

232 

135 
91 

136 
38 
24 
26 



1854. 

S.' (I. 

0 1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
16 1 
10 0 
5 0 
5 0 

13 4 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

14 3 
12 10 
18 1 
13 10 

15 O 
13 5 

0 0 



Salaries, 

Value of Rations, 

„ Uniform Clothing, Sec. 



2,034 16 10 
162 13 3 
85 0 0 



Total, . - £2,282 10 1 



[Statement. 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



Philipstown Convict Prison, 
March 10 , 1855. 

Gentlemen -I beg leave to submit my report on the sani- 
tary state of Philipstown Prison for the year 1854 
The following table gives a general view of the work clone in 
the hospital during the year : — 

Number of patients remaining in hospital on the 1st January 
1854, from former year, . 

N umber admitted since, to 3 1 st December inclusive, 

Total under treatment during the year, 

Of these there were discharged, . 

Died, . . . 

Remaining in hospital, 1st January, 1855, * 



21 

413 



434 

303 

13 

118 



434 

The annexed table specifies the diseases with which the 
patients admitted during the year were affected 

Simple continued Fever, . 6 

Inflammation of the brain, . 2 

Epilepsy, . . .3 

Paralysis, . . .3 

Catarrh. . . .23 

Bronchitis, chronic and acute, 39 
Asthma, . , .7 

Haemoptysis, . ] 

Phthisis, . . .18 

Pleuritis and Pneumonia, . 4 

Epistaxis, . . . ] 

Dyspepsia, . . .25 

Disorders of Liver, . .16 

Jaundice, . . .2 

Diarrhoea, . . .39 

Dysentery, . . .6 

Choleraic Diarrhoea, . . 3 

Constipation, .15 

Spasmodic Colic, . . 4 

Ague, . . .1 

Palpitation sympathetic, . 4 

Dropsy, . . .2 

Gastritis, . . .1 

Mania, . . .1 

Erysipelas of bead and face, 1 

In reference to this table, I may remark, in the first place, 
the great increase in the number of admissions to hospital, 41 3 ’ 
as compared with that of the preceding year, 141. For this 
the following reasons may be adduced : 1 st, the augmentation 
of the depot; the daily average number of prisoners, which in 
the year 1853 amounted only to 142, rose in this year, 1854, to 
324 ; 2nd, when the Ennis Temporary Depot was closed early 
in the month of February, 91 convicts were transferred from 
thence to this prison in such a wretched condition as to warrant 
me in calling the attention of the late Inspector of Government 
Trisons to the subject by special report, they were all in appear- 



Earache, 

Ophthalmia, 

Whitlow, 

Abscess, 

Anthrax, 

Hernia, 

Swelled testicle, 

Rheumatism, 

Lumbago, 

Neuralgia, 

Scrofula. 

Tumors, 

Ulcers, 

Varicose veins, 

Diseases of elbow joint. 
Injury of leg, 

Mercurial pains, 

Irritable bladder, 

Perrigo Favosa, or scald-head, 
Psoriasis, or scaly tetter 
Lepra, 

Impetiginous eruptions, 
Fractures, 



6 

40 

1 

19 

1 

2 

1 

17 

2 

10 

5 
4 

60 

1 

2 

4 

6 
1 
2 
2 
2 
6 
1 
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ance half-starved, badly clothed, and a considerable number 
were the subjects of a very severe form of ophthalmia ; and 3rd, 
the change in the constitution of the prison, from a depot for 
convicts generally to one for invalids principally, which had 
been under the consideration of the Government for some tune 
previous, was finally determined on, and carried out to a great 
extent early in the month of December, by the transfer from 
other prisons of 245 invalid convicts, thereby, almost imme- 
diately, increasing the numbers in hospital from 2o to 119. 
Acting still upon the principle laid down m my report of last 
year I admitted many slight cases, requiring little medical 
treatment, and a few days’ confinement in hospital on a res- 
tricted diet, for their cure; it has the effect of preventing the 
occurrence of more serious disease, for example, fevers and 
inflammatory affections, and tends directly to check malinger- 
ing which is constantly practised amongst convicts. All the 
serious cases, almost without an exception, occurred consequent 
on the transfer of prisoners from the various other depots ; and 
I cannot feel much surprised at this fact, as it appears that m 
many instances the medical officers did not sign the transfer 
sheets, and I think it only reasonable to conclude that they 
must have declined to attach their signatures to documents 
which, in my opinion, might with truth in some instances be 
more properly styled death warrants. I have to lament the 
occurrence of one case of mental disease, which was transferred, 
after some months, to the Central Criminal Lunatic Asylum; 
it would be very desirable to have such cases transferred imme- 
diately, if possible, after the medical certificates have been 
returned, testifying to the belief of the insanity of the prisoner 
In this particular instance, a period of three months elapsed 
after report before the removal took place, and, I have been 
informed, for want of accommodation. 

The following table shows the ages, dates of conviction, com- 
mittal to Philipstown Prison, of admission to hospital, and ot 
death, the length of time spent in hospital, and the diseases ot 
the patients that died: — ^ 



Date of 
Admittance 
to Hospital. 



ft 3 



168 


J. 


C. 


D 


Jan. 


27, 


1861, 


Aug 


8, 1853, 


Jan. 7, 1854, 








20 




o. 


1850, 


Oct. 


28, 1853, 


Nov. 15, 1853, 








18 


Apr. 


16 


1 853, 


Feb. 


8, 1854, 


Feb. 13,1854, 






M. 


22 




o, 


1853, 


Feb. 


6, 1854, 


Feb. 8, 1854, 




J. 


K. 






8, 


1853, 


Feb. 


6, 1854, 


Apr. 11,1854, 






G. 






11 


1853, 


Feb 


10,1854, 


Mar. 2, 1854, 








24 


Oct. 


25 


1850, 


Jan. 


25, 1853, 


Jan. 9, 1 8o4, 








23 




24 


1850, 


Mav 


16,1854, 


May 16, 1854, 








24 

23 




27 

31 


1852, 


May 


9, 1854, 


May 9, 1854, 
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Mar 


,1852, 


Apr 


10,1854, 


Mar. 10, 1854, 


223 


W. 


28 


Oct. 


19 


1852 


Sop. 


14, 1853, 


July 8, 1854, 




E 


M. 


26 

31 




25 


1849 


June 25, 1853 


July 29, 1851 


731 


J. 


B. 


Mar 


1 


1850, 


jDec 


12,1854, 


Dec. 16, 1854 

1 



1854. 
Jan. 10, 

Feb. 6, 
Feb. 21, 
Mar. 8, 
Apr. 19, 
May 18, 

, May 28, 
,! June 17, 
June 20, 
July 16, 
July 27, 

, Sep. 4, 

,1 Dec. 28, 
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Phthisis. 
Phthisis. 
Phthisis. 
Phthisis. 
Phthisis. 
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; Lungs. 
35 Phthisis. 
13 ! Dysentery. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



69 



evidence of the medical officer in charge was to the effect that Medical ugi- 
death was produced by English cholera. Reg. Ros. 333 and “ r ’ s %*”•*• 
30o were of the transfers from Ennis, and when attacked with 
acute disease were unable from their debilitated state to resist 
its influence , and Reg. JSo. 731, the last on the list, was seized 

rembef 7111 6WdayS bis committal here in De 
The cases of scrofula treated in hospital, though not nume- 

trW 6 ° f f * roubles ° me 88 well as serious nature, and were 
all transferred from other prisons, and not attributable to any 
cause arising from their confinement in this prison. The diet a 
copy of which I enclosed with my report foi- 1853 is as stated 
by me then, sufficient; but I thii it might be very jud L ouf 
amended by apportioning one pound of°the three of potatoes 
which is served out with the Sunday’s dinner, to each of the 
other days on which meat forms part of the scale, and subtract 
instead a proportionate amount of bread on the said days, at the 
same time that you make up for the loss to that of Sunday 

hosffitVLit n T e0eSSai 7 *? repe , at my ob J ections *0 the present 
hospital, but I cannot close this report without again calliim 

attention to the almost total absence of provision for' ’cleanliness 
which, m an hospital more particularly, is indispensable. 

servant^ ^ h ° n ° Ur t0 be ’ Gentleme n, your very obedient 



Jekemiah Hubebt Kelly. 
The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Philipstown Government Prison, 
February 26th, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In obedience to your desire, I proceed to 

furnish you with my report, for the "past year, as follows : 

Its commencement found me with a considerable number of 
convicts under my pastoral care, whose moral and religious 
interests required the most anxious attention. Besides my 
performance of the regular Sunday Services, these prisoners 
received from me, at stated periods during the week, such 
moral and spiritual instruction as I judged best fitted to their 
condition. The instruction so offered to them was received, 
with scarcely a solitary exception, not only with attention but 
with gratitude ; and the prevailing desire of a majority of them 
appeared to be to make such advances in knowledge as would 
qualify them, when released from imprisonment, to become 
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Philtpstown more creditable members of society, and to be no l°u„er fj 

— scourge and calamity to their country. The benefits and 

blessings of religion, necessary as they are to man under all 
circumstances, are peculiarly valuable to prisoners in their 
captivity. I found that if it had not been for them, some of 
them would have been disposed to take discouraging views of 
themselves, tlieir faith in God’s goodness would have been ob- 
scured, and tlieir leaning would have been towards despair, 
under a crushing sense of their condition. 

The experience of every day convinced me more and more 
that the opinion, in some degree prevalent, that convicts aie a 
hopelessly degraded class of individuals, is an unworthy preju- 
dice, and that some of them are open to the highest degiees of 

m The subjects which I have selected for instruction have 
generally been such as were calculated not only to impress the 
heart, but also to exercise the memory and understanding. 

1 cannot remember any instance of irreverence or indecorum 
during their attendance on divine service; on the contrary, 
many of them seemed to feel it to be a precious privilege to 

frequent the courts of the Lord’s house. 

During the period I refer to some of them were discharged, 
and I have not heard that since their departure from this any 
of them have disgraced their Christian profession, or returned 
to renewed criminality. These observations apply exclusive y 

to the adult prisoners. . 

In addition to them, a portion of a different class of prisoners 
has been placed under my spiritual care, I mean the juvenile 
criminals. The time which has elapsed since their arrival heie 
has been too short to enable me to speak, except very specula- 
tively, respecting their probable improvement and reformation. 

The moral and religious instructor will at once perceive that 
in dealing with them he has to contend with difficulties not so 
prevalent amongst the adult prisoners He has to encountei, 
almost at every step, the inexperience, the thoughtlessness, and 
the headstrong passions of early youth; and the instructor 
who can be in any degree instrumental m changing the cun ent 
of their thoughts from its evil channel, may well congratulate 

himself on his success. - , . 

I have endeavoured, however, to study the mental chaiactei 
of these boys, and, though prepared for many discouragements, 
I do not fear but that much good may ultimately be done As 
almost a preliminary step, I have invigorated them with the 
language of hope, and pointed them to the time when, having 
submitted themselves to a wise system of prison discipline, they 
may reappear in the world with altered characters. 

They will be subjected here to a sound system of secular 
instruction. With this advantage, and with the blessing o 
God (without which nothing is strong, nothing is holy), resting 
on the endeavours of man, I confess that I am somewhat san- 
guine in believing, that in the minds of these yo™® P erfi ! ... 
moral and intellectual light will be awakened; that they wffi 
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obtain power oyer themselves ; that the benevolent hopes of 
the Legislature respecting them will be realized, and that many 
of them will return to society to be no longer a pest and a re- 
proach to it, but on the contrary to prove, by future lives of 
virtuous usefulness, how much can be achieved, even under the 
most unfavourable circumstances, by a judicious and persevering 
course of moral and religious instruction. 

In conclusion, I beg to add, that the cases of these young 
prisoneis appeared to bo of such a nature as to require from 
me almost daily tuition. 

I have the honour to be your most obedient servant, 

William Little, Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Queenstown, 12th March, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with the request conveyed to 
me by your Chairman, in his letter of the 9th inst., I beg to 
submit the following Report. 

I entered upon my duties as Presbyterian Chaplain of the 
Philipstown Convict Prison on the 20tli of April, 1854, from 
which time till the close of the year divine service was regu- 
larly performed every Sabbath ; and I am bound to stater in 
justice to those committed to my charge, that my ministrations 
were attended to with an apparent earnestness and seriousness 
that would do credit to any worshipping assembly. I do not 
recollect a single instance, of anything approaching to levity of 
deportment, or, I might almost say, even of inattention on the 
part of the prisoners, during divine worship. 

In addition to the services on the Lord’s Day, I attended 
during the week to impart religious instruction. The majority 
of the convicts with whom I have had any thing to do mani- 
fest an anxious desire for information, especially on subjects 
connected with religion. In gratifying their desires in this 
respect the want of a library was seriously felt. Were the 
prisoners supplied with books containing historical and general 
information, and with religious works void of any sectarian 
element, not only would they be preserved, in a great measure, 
from the temptations to idle and profane conversation to which 
they are exposed in their leisure hours, but salutary and saving- 
impressions might possibly be made on the minds and hearts of 
many by perusing the writings of some eminent servant of 
God. 

From past experience, I am of opinion, that the Chaplain’s 
greatest influence for good may be exerted in his private inter- 
views with the convicts. It is as absolutely indispensable for 
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a religious teacher to understand the mental and moral consti- 
tution of the individuals to be instructed, in order to adapt his 
instructions to their several wants and capacities, as for the 
physician to be acquainted with the physical constitution of his 
patients and their particular diseases, that he may apply the 
most suitable remedies ; and it is not to be expected that any 
one, in the bearing of bis fellow prisoners, would speak freely 
of his spiritual state ; nor can the chaplain, in such circum- 
stances, address himself so pointedly or personally to particular 
cases with the same likelihood of his counsels or reproofs pro- 
ducing the desired effect. The want of a room in which to 
converse with each individual separately I often felt to be a 
great drawback. The discharge of my duties, however, was in 
no small degree facilitated by the attention of those to whom 
the general management of the prison was intrusted ; and I 
cannot fully express my obligations to the governor, deputy- 
governor, and every officer of the depot, for the readiness 
which they evinced to accommodate me in every possible 
respect. 

The hospital required frequent attention, as, m proportion to 
the aggregate number of Presbyterians in the prison, a large 
number were generally in hospital. This was owing to the 
circumstance that for a considerable time nearly all the Pres- 
byterian convicts in Ireland, except those undergoing the 
separate system at Mountjoy, were sent to Pliilipstown, and 
consequently all the invalids were collected there. I mention 
this lest I should be understood to cast any reflection on the 
medical attendant. Dr. Kelly’s _ assiduous attention to those 
requiring medical treatment merits my entire approval. 

There is a marked improvement in the efficiency of the 
school department since the appointment of a regular teacher ; 
and from the late arrangements, by which the juveniles have 
been assigned a separate part of the prison, I would anticipate 
the most favourable results. The young and comparatively in- 
experienced will thus be preserved from the contamination ot 
intercourse with those more accomplished in crime and by 
attention to their religious and moral training, teaching them 
habits of industry, and having them properly instructed in some 
useful art by which to gain a livelihood in afterlife, there is 
every prospect that many of those who now throng our prisons 
may yet become honest and useful members of the community. 
I may here take the liberty of suggesting that in every instance 
boys should be allowed to choose their own trade. _ They will 
naturally succeed best in whatever accords with their own taste 
or inclination. 

In conclusion, I have only to observe that, with tew excep- 
tions, I have been much gratified with the conduct of the pn- 
soners of whom I have had the spiritual oversight ; and whilst 
I am far from supposing that their behaviour under pnson 
discipline is, in every instance, a true index of what it wou 
be if unrestricted by any human authority, I trust there area 
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few, at least, who have experienced a saving change of heart, 
and who have renounced for ever their former ways. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Jambs B. Huston, 
Presbyterian Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Pliilipstown, February 27th, 1855. 

Gentlemen,— In submitting my report for the year ending 
December 31st, 1854, I beg to state that the Roman Catholic 
Convicts of this prison, with very few exceptions, manifest a 
thorough change of heart and desire of reformation ; so that I 
am convinced they may with safety be restored to society 
hereafter. 

The adult convicts, by their general demeanour and exact 
compliance with their religious obligations, afford ample and 
gratifying proof of the success of our prison discipline. I have 
often heard them state, with an earnestness scarcely compati- 
ble with insincerity, that they regard their committal as a great 
grace from God, since otherwise they never would have known 
the enormity of sin, and would die as they lived, reprobates 
and enemies to God. 

The frequent transfer of juvenile convicts from this prison 
elsewhere, and vice versa, has interfered in some measure with 
our exertions in the cause of reformation. It is difficult to in- 
struct, and convince, and realize a thorough practical reform in 
the case of a shifting congregation, since an adequate time must 
be taken to individualize and study the dispositions of each of 
our hearers before our instructions can tell on their minds. 

The juveniles, while they constitute the most important class 
committed to our care, present at the same time great and 
peculiar obstacles to' the success of our system of moral training, 
in consequence of the very early development of vicious habits 
previous to their committal, when they were exposed to all the 
influences of demoralization resulting from the depressed moral 
condition of their parents during the late years of famine. The 
absence of parental care and moral restraint, added to an early 
exposure to all the contamination of a dissolute and depraved 
society, have, in some very few instances, baffled our exertions, 
and partially deprived them of their legitimate fruits. 

It is to be feared that the present accommodation which the 
prison affords for the juvenile delinquents precludes the possi- 
bility of sufficient moral supervision after lock-up hour. They 
sleep in cells, each of which contains three inmates. It is easy 
to conceive how boys, left together, unrestrained by the vigilant 
eye of an officer, may vitiate each other. Dormitories, in each 
of which a steady wardsman might be placed, and hear and see 
what passes amongst its juvenile inmates, would obviate this 
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evil, and enable us the more effectually to eradicate the seeds 
of vice, elevate their sentiments, and give lasting religious im- 
pressions to their minds. 

The number of names on the class rolls would suggest the 
appointment of another teacher in addition to the present 
schoolmaster. 

I am happy to be in a position to state, that I and my reverend 
assistants have experienced from the governor the most cordial 
sympathy and co-operation in carrying into effect every detail 
of our system of moral training and religious instruction. 

The kindly feeling that exists among the several officers of 
the prison teaches a silent lesson of charity and forbearance to 
the convicts, excludes party zeal and sectarian acrimony, and 
thus enables us with greater fruit to bring religious influences 
to bear on their minds. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient humble 
servant, 

Patrick Doyle, 

Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



GEANGEGORMAN FEMALE DEPOT. 



GOVERNOR'S REPORT. 



Grangegorman Convict Prison, 
Dublin, March 1, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present my Report for 
the year ended 31st December, 1854. 

Abstract number of female convicts received and disposed of 
in the year 1854 — 

Convicts. Children. 

In Prison on 1st January, 1854, . . 272 21 

Received during the year, ... 67 5 

Born in the Prison, . 2 



Sent to Cork Prison, 


Convicts. Children. 

. 90 


Died, 


. 6 1 


Sent to County Gaols, 


. 2 


„ Lunatic Asylum, 


. 1 



339 28 



99 1 



In custody on 3 1 st December, 1854, 




240 27 


Age of convicts, Twelve years and under twenty, 




17 


„ Twenty, „ 


25 


60 


„ Twenty-five, „ 


30 


65 


„ Thirty, „ 


35 


43 


„ Thirty-five and upwards, 




55 

Total, 240 



Of these forty-one could read and write — ninety-three read ; 
all the others, except the aged and infirm and those in hospital, 
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attend school and receive elementary instruction. One hundred GnANGEaoa- 
and eighty-nine can sew and knit well ; twenty-five of these are Pejule 
also good embroiderers, and all are pretty good laundresses; Uep01 , 
many of the remainder are improving in these useful branches Govemo r's 
of female industry. Report. 

The attendance of the non-resident officers, as will be seen 
by the following table, has been indeed very regular, and the 
zeal and attention with which they have performed their duties 
afford ample matter for congratulation. 

Number of visits of non-resident officers during the year 



Protestant Chaplain, . 


173 


Homan Catholic, 


322 


Presbyterian, . 


154 


Physician, 


357 


Surgeon, 


175 



My accounts to 31st March. 1854, have been certified by the 
Commissioners for Auditing Public Accounts as correct. [See 
General Abstract.] 

The amount earned by the convicts to 31st March, 1854, and 
brought to the credit of the General Account for the year was 
£523 19s. 8 d. 

The staff of this prison consists of the following officers — 



Governor, . I 

Protestant Chaplain, 1 
Poman Catholic do. 1 

Presbyterian, do. 1 

Physician, . 1 

Surgeon, . . 1 

Head Matron, . 1 

Clerk, . . 1 



Deputy and Store Matron, 1 



School Matron, . 1 

Hospital Matron, . I 

Kitchen do. . 1 

Laundry do. . 1 

Class, . . 5 

Guardsman, . 2 

Messenger, , 1 



The sanitary condition of the prison has been very much im- 
proved during the year ; the old dust-pits which disfigured the 
yards have been removed, and flushing tanks have been erected 
at the back of the privies ; by means of these tanks, at least five 
hundred gallons of water twice in the day are allowed to pass 
through them, thereby, keeping each thoroughly cleansed and 
preventing any accumulation of filth ; a large filtering tank has 
also been erected, so that the water used by the prisoners for 
drinking is of a very pure description. The Board of Works 
is at present erectiug lavatories for personal cleanliness, a matter 
of very great importance and much required. It will thus be 
perceived, that in a sanitary point of view, the prison is in a 
very perfect state. 

the conduct of the officers during the year, with one excep- 
tion, has been good. The Deputy Head Matron was transferred 
to Cork Prison, to be placed at the head of that establishment, a 
position for which, in my opinion, she was eminently qualified. 
The Laundry Matron was also removed to Cork, as Hospital 
Matron ; she was an active, intelligent, and good officer. Their 
situations were filled up immediately after their promotion. 

The health of the prisoners, generally speaking, during the 
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year has been good, notwithstanding that in the Autumn of the 
year there was an outbreak of Asiatic cholera ; this, I presume, 
is fully set forth in the Report of the Medical Officers. One 
prisoner was sent to the Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 

The dietary consists of seven ounces oatmeal, made into stir- 
about, with a pint of new milk for breakfast ; one pound of bread 
and one pint of milk for dinner every day except Thursday, 
when three-quarters of a pound of meat is allowed ; this I do 
not believe to be of a sufficiently varied kind for prisoners suf- 
fering years of confinement. The medical officers sanctioned a 
form of dietary, upon which I regret there was no action taken. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been, on the whole, very 
satisfactory ; one case, however, occurred, in which very angry 
feelings were manifested on the subject of religion, and some 
time elapsed before the bad passions it evoked completely sub- 
sided. The origin of this unpleasant affair I consider attribu- 
table, to a certain extent at least, to an officer previously referred 
to, and who has since been dismissed. 

There are at present in the prison twenty-eight children, the 
offspring of the prisoners, several of whom are grown up and 
intelligent. 1 would, therefore, respectfully suggest the pro- 
priety of their being placed by Government in some good school 
where their moral as well as literary and industrial training 
would be properly attended to. 

The punishments, except in the above matter, have been light, 
and of the ordinary kind. 

Prisons, no matter what the amount of unceasing care chap- 
lains and other officers may bestow on the inmates, are confes- 
sedly bad schools for the moral training of youth. The 
impersonations of crime, as their inmates too frequently are, 
can communicate but what they are familiar with — crime ; and 
our daily experience too painfully convinces us of how suscep- 
tible are youthful minds, when uninfluenced by the principles 
of morality, of receiving the most wicked and depraved impres- 
sions. It is easy to conceive how numerous are the perils to 
which the convict on quitting the prison is exposed — a character 
that will not bear investigation ; a pittance only sufficient for a 
very limited period ; the strong conviction that no prudent 
matron will admit into' her household a female, however well 
qualified in other respects, the history of whose career closes 
with a liberation from prison ; former associates watching the 
hour of liberation to entice her into a new career of guilt ; — 
these and many other obvious perils, seem to me to prove the 
absolute necessity of some reformatory institution, into which 
the convict should be voluntarily admitted after enlargement 
from prison. 

A continuance in such an establishment for from one to two 
years, would fairly prove that the recipient of its bounty was 
fully convinced of the guilt of her former life ; that prison 
instruction had produced its fruit, and that, in fact, a thorough 
and permanent reformation had been effected. She who volun- 
tarily submitted to such a course of probation would see in the 
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not distant future the day when she might appear again in her gmnoeoob- 
propor sphere and become a useful member of society. man Female 

Such an institution, could, I think, be easily provided and DEr01 , 
cheaply maintained, particularly, when we recollect that most Governor's 
of the class of convicts I am considering, can, as will be seen Report - 
from the instances I cite, contribute largely to their own sup- 
port. It seems, too, that viewed in an economical light, such 
an establishment would be highly desirable ; for it is an unde- 
niable fact that very many ot those dismissed from prison, 
being unable to procure employment, are driven by penury into 
the commission of fresh crime, and soon again find themselves 
the inmates of a prison and a burden on the community. 

I shall now take the liberty of directing your attention to 
some convicts, for whom such an institution would be a great 
desideratum. 

1st. Mary C , at present a convict in this prison, twenty 

years of age ; her father died when she was very young, her 
mother was twice transported but in neither case was she sent 
out of the country, owing to some internal disease. This girl 
became so familiar with crime, that she was sixteen times in the 
City Prison ; and it was only after sentence of penal servitude 
was passed upon her, that she became well-disposed ; she can 
now read, knit, sew and wash. 

2nd. Margaret M This girl is twelve years of age ; her 

mother is living, but very poor ; she ran away from home and 
commenced a system of thieving ; was four times in the City 
Prison, and, on each release, returned to her former associates, 
and of course relapsed into her former crimes ; she can now 
read, sew, and knit, and manifests serious symptoms of refor- 
mation. 

3rd. Ellen K , is fourteen years old ; her father living, 

but in the country ; her mother is also living, but very poor ; 
she left her mother and was five times in the City Prison ; she 
is now very much improved and has a nice sense of religion. 

4th. Catherine C , is now sixteen years old, and was 

transported for seven years, two of which have expired. Her 
parents are pickpockets, and have been unhappily her guides in 
crime. She can now read, sew, knit and embroider. 

5th. Sarah K , seventeen years of age — six times in City 

Prison ; father dead ; mother living, but don’t know where. 

6th. Maria F , sixteen years of age ; father dead ; mother 

living in the country ; this girl can read and write, and is indus- 
triously inclined. 

7th. Mary Ann K — . — , sixteen years of age; has been three 
times in City Prison. Father a bailiff and drunkard ; mother a 
servant and living from home ; she is now well-disposed. 

8th. Mary A. D , similarly situated ; age seventeen ; fre- 

quently in City Prison. 

Mary C , fourteen years of age, may be described as No. 

4, C. C. She is now an orderly and well-behaved girl. 

I shall not now trouble you, gentlemen, with any further 
instances of individuals for whom such an institution as I advo- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




TS 



First Annual Report of the Directors 



G-rangegor- 
man Female 
Depot. 

Governor’s 
Report . . 



cate, would be so desirable, but shall conclude on this subject, 
by expressing my full conviction that, if existing and fairly at 
work, it would confer immense benefits, not alone on those 
admitted to its shelter, but on society at large. 

Industrial training forms an important feature in the occupa- 
tion of the convicts ; it is gratifying to notice the gradual 
improvement in the different departments, and I have little 
doubt, that many, could they but procure employment on their 
release from prison, would be qualified to earn an honest liveli- 
hood. 

I would beg to trouble you with another suggestion ; it has 
reference to a section of the prisoners, who, for the most part, 
deprived alike of kindred and character, and yet influenced by 
a spirit of laudable shame, would feel the deepest reluctance, 
because of their degraded condition, to reappear in their native 
districts. To such, I would propose the alternative of emigrat- 
ing to some of the colonies or to the United States, where a 
new field would be open for their labours, and where that ill 
repute that would not cease to adhere to them at home would 
be unknown. Literary improvement, good conduct, and a pro- 
ficiency in some industrial department, would form the condi- 
tions on which the realization of their hopes in this respect 
should depend. A compliance with each of these conditions 
should be rewarded with a small premium at stated times : this, 
added to the allowance given to each prisoner at the period of 
liberation, would form a considerable item in the sum of the 
emigrant’s expenses ; of course, I would expect Government to 
supply the balance. The more minute details of such a plan, 
if adopted, could present but little difficulty. 

A small sum, by way of remuneration, is paid to each on the 
expiration of the term of servitude ; this, I believe to be a great 
stimulus to industrious habits. They work seven hours per day 
in summer, and four and a-half in winter. The absence of gas- 
light in the interior of the prison is the cause of limiting the 
hours of labour in the latter portion of the year. 

The number in each class is very large ; the matron, conse- 
quently, cannot, however well disposed, pay much attention to 
individual training. I would, therefore, suggest that the ori- 
ginal intention, which received the sanction of the Treasury, 
viz., the appointment of at least two trades’ instructresses, 
should be carried out. 

I have always advocated the principle of placing large public 
institutions like this under the National Board of Education, 
and I feel much gratification in learning that such is your inten- 
tion. The occasional visits of the inspector to our schools 
would be productive of considerable advantage. By the aid 
thus afforded, the convicts will be the better able to learn their 
duty to society and the respect due to those laws they so fre- 
quently violated. Education, in fact, is the first step on the 
road to reformation. It acts as a powerful auxiliary to the 
Chaplains in the discharge of their sacred duties, by enabling 
the convicts to comprehend and appreciate the lectures delivered 
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and the religious works placed in their hands for their improve- Grangegor- 
irieiit. Religion and education must go unitedly to work to man Female 
effect the good you desire from these unfortunate people. DEr0T ' 

I may here advert to an observation made by me in my Report Governor’s 
of 1851. _ “ Religion is the main element in the reformation 0 f ltc r> ort - 
the convict, and whether transportation or home penal prisons 
be adopted in future, moral reformation is the chief aim, with a 
view of transmitting to the colonies, or eventually restoring to 
society, not a transplantation of criminals, but good subjects 
permanently and voluntarily improved, to the advantage of the 
public and of the convicts themselves.” 

I have now submitted, gentlemen, for your consideration, such 
suggestions as after mature reflection, seem to me best adapted 
to improve the condition of the well-disposed prisoner, and 
thereby confer advantages on the public at large. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas L. Synnott, 



To Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



Governor. 



[General Abstract. 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy-squaro, March, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my report of the 
Grangegorman Female Government Prison for the year 1851; 
and although the following table shows a slight increase in the 
number of patients admitted to the medical wards as compared 
with the two preceding years, its sanitary condition may bo 
considered to have been on the whole satisfactory : — 



Remaining in Hospital under my care 1st -Tan., 1854, . 12 

Received during the year, 159 

Total, . .171 

Of these have been discharged, 159 

Died, 5 

Remaining in Hospital, 31st December, 1854, . . 9 

Total, . .171 



Daily Average Number of Sick for three years ending 31st 
December, 1854. 





18 


52. 


1853. 


1854. 




I nterns. 


Externs. 


Interns, 


■ 

Externs. 


Interns. 


Externs. 




12-71 


2-00 


14-74 


4-03 


11-74 


5-03 




15-14 


4-37 


16-03 


4-90 


11-18 


4-46 




14-00 


6-30 


14-00 


7-00 


13-40 


6-00 


April, .... 


13-03 


5-37 


16-40 


5-87 


13-86 


3-46 


11-00 


3-94 


15 00 


7-00 


1 1-55 


4-30 




9-00 


4-59 


14-30 


8-23 


10-16 


4-26 


July, .... 

August, .... 
September, 


13-45 


6-61 


12-03 


8-23 


11-00 


7-00 


15-42 


9-20 


6-52 


5-60 


11-25 


561 


1393 


fi-70 


8-80 


5-43 


16 24 


7-60 




10*64 


5 30 


10-39 


4-71 


13-84 


6-39 




13-46 


403 


11-86 


3-45 


9-86 


6 26 


December, 


14-42 


458 


11-32 


5-42 


9-32 


2.68 


Average each year, . 


13-55 


5*18 


12-58 


5-82 


12-04 


5-26 


Total number of Admissions 
to Hospital, 


137 


j 


127 




159 





The diseases of those admitted to hospital and treated by me 
during the year are shown in the subjoined table : 



Bronchitis and Catarrhal Complaints, 

Pulmonary Consumption, ..... 
Fever and Febrile Complaints, • 

Diarrhoea and Dysenteric Complaints,. • • 

Diseases of the Stomach, Bowels, Liver, and Ividnej s, 

Asiatic Cholera, 

Choleraic Diarrhoea, . . • 

Epilepsy and Hysterical Affections, 

Diseases of Debility, •■•••• 
Dropsy and Anasarca, 



32 

4 

14 

30 

17 

1 

8 

7 

10 

4 

G 
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Parturition and Diseases connected with, it, . . . 5 

Rheumatism, Neuralgia, and other painful affections, . 15 

Ophthalmia, Simple and Strumous, .... 5 

Malingering, 3 

Hospital Nurses and Assistants, • . . . 4 

Total admitted during the year, . . .159 

Number of Medical Visits during the year, . 357 

The particulars of the three fatal cases which occurred are given 
in the following table : — 



name. 


County. 


Date of ^ 
Conviction. 


Date of 
Admission 


Date of 
Admission 
to Hospital. 


Date of 
Death. 


Cause of Death. 


Mary Kiely, . . 


Cork, 


1852. 
Sept. 20, 


1852. 
Nov. 27, 


1854. 
June 4, 


1854. 
July 22, 


Dropsy. 


Johannah Collins, 


Limerick, 


1853. 

Jan. 8, 


1853. 
Feb. 24, 


March 3, 


J une 5, 


Consumption. 


Mary Jane Wilson, 


Down, 


July, 1, 


March 4, 


Oct. 13, 


Oct. 15, 


Cholera. 



It will be seen that one of the fatal cases was from cholera, 
with which disease we were visited to a serious extent in the 
month of October last amongst the city prisoners adjoining the 
Government Prison. Under these circumstances I thought it 
my duty to adopt certain precautions — a temporary change in 
the diet was made, white bread and heated milk were used at 
each meal, and rice in all cases of diarrhoea. The buildings 
were kept thoroughly warm, and Sir William Barnett’s disin- 
fecting fluid extensively employed in correcting foul odours 
from the sewers and privies throughout the prison, with much 
success. Strict orders were given to the officers of each class 
to take over at once to the hospital every convict complaining 
in the lightest degree of any derangement of the bowels, which 
the hospital superintendent had received directions how to 
manage until my arrival. It will be observed that although we' 
had but one death from cholera, several cases of choleraic 
diarrhoea occurred, which, owing to the early stage in which they 
were placed under treatment, all terminated favourably. Con- 
sidering the number of convicts confined in this prison, the 
prolonged periods to which their imprisonment generally ex- 
tends, and the fact that many of them were broken in constitu- 
tion at the time of their conviction, and not a few of them 
advanced in life, it is not a little surprising that the health 
which they have latterly enjoyed has been so good. This may 
be in some degree owing to the acknowledged salubrity of the 
site on which the prison is built, and no doubt also to the 
sanitary improvements which have been recently adopted under 
the directions of the Board of Superintendence. These con- 
sisted in a thorough cleansing' and re-construction of the 
prison sewers, and the erection of a filtering apparatus on an 
excellent principle, by means of which the water used by the 
convicts, which heretofore contained many impurities, has been 
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rendered sufficiently pure and wholesome for their use. In the Grangegor- 
Iteport of the Board of Superintendence for the past year, an 
extract is given from an analysis of this filtered water by — ' 
Professor Davy, “that the amount of saline substances com- 
monly found m waters used for domestic purposes is less than °^ ersR ^ 
that, usually met with m the neighbourhood of Dublin, and that 
it appears to be very pure and well adapted to all the common 
purposes of life.” I think it but justice to state that it is to Mr. 

Gavm, the Local Inspector of the City Prisons, to whom the 
iioaicl ox superintendence confided, on our representation, the 
erection of this filter, that we are principally indebted for so 
gieat an improvement. To these causes, and to the strict at- 
tention to order and cleanliness which is observed, particularly 
m the hospital department, I, in a great degree, attribute the 
highly satisfactory sanitary state which the prison has laterly 
maintained. The prison dietary I consider to be sufficient, the 
only change which suggests itself to me is that it may be with 
benefit somewhat varied by the substitution of tea or cocoa for 
milk on certain days in the week for breakfast, and the oc- 
casional addition of vegetables at dinner. The debilitated and 
infirm from time to time required a certain amount of extra diet, 
including wine, which I only order on the case being brought 
under my notice, and that some special reason exists for doing 
so ; all such orders, as well as the hospital dietary, are daily 
initialed by me. J 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

A. Bannon, m.d., 

Medical Superintendent, 
lhe Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SURGEON’S REPORT. 

13, Ilume-street, February, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In conformity with your desire as communi- 
cated to me, I beg leave to transmit my report relative to the 
surgical department of the .Grangegorman Government Prison 
for the year 1854. I have endeavoured to compress the classifi- 
cation of diseases into as brief a form as the subject will admit : — 



1. Inflammation, including Ulcers, Abscess, Anthrax, Erysipelas, 

Otitis, and Ophthalmia, 13 

2. Scrofulous diseases of the Bones, Joints, Lymphatic Glands, Eye 

and Ear, Skin and Mucous Membrane, 25 

3. Diseases of the skin, including Lepra, Psoriasis, Impetigo, and 

various forms of Perrigo, 16 

4. Syphilitic Diseases, primary and secondary, including Diseases of 

the Sexual Organs, the Osseoros and Articular Structures, the 
Throat and Eye, and various Eruptions, . . . .16 

5. Diseases of the Uterine and Urinary System, and Ilerina, . 4 

6. Wounds, severe Contusions, Fractures, and Dislocations, . . 4 



80 

Out of the above list, thirteen were children and sixty-seven 
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were adults, a still larger proportion of the convict prisoners 
and their children wore prescribed for as extern patients, hut no 
special record of this class appeared to be necessary. Two 
deaths Occurred in the surgical hospital within the year. 

Referring to the foregoing table, it may be seen that scro- 
fulous complaints, syphilitic diseases, and aftections of the skin 
and scalp, occupy a prominent place with regard to number, 
especially the former ; and I have to remark that the change of 
punishment from transportation to long terms of imprisonment 
decidedly aggravates all the forms of scrofulous complaints, 
and tends inevitably to induce the development of this disease in 
internal and vital organs, giving rise to phthisis or marasmus in 
numerous instances. 

Such being my observations upoii this subject, so far as may be 
practicable I limit the stay of scrofulous patients in the hos- 
pital. I take this opportunity to represent what I consider a 
great defect in this prison, the want ot a convalescent day room, 
and also an airy and spacious dormitory for those dismissed 
from hospital with a view to accelerate convalescence, as it is 
my opinion that sleeping in the cells, scantily lighted and im- 
perfectly ventilated, contributes to aggravate diseases, and 
increase mortality amongst those subject to long terms of con- 
finement. 

I have honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
Alexander Read, 

Surgeon to the Grangegorman Government Prison. 

The Board of Directors of the Government 
Convict Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Dublin, February 27, 1855. 

In addition to the stated performance of divine service on 
Sundays during the past year, I have given religious instruction 
to the convicts under my charge in this prison at least twice in 
each week. I have also visited them in their cells, in the 
classes, the schools, and the hospital. As a body I have found 
them attentive and docile, and have reason to hope that there 
have been some instances of genuine improvement among them. 
I should wish, if the arrangement is feasible, that the Church of 
England prisoners be assembled for a short time every morning 
and evening, and that prayers be read with them by a matron of 
their own persuasion. 

The great importance of secular instruction in its bearing 
on the religious condition of the prisoners, and on their pros- 
pects after their liberation, led me, in my Report for 1850, to 
urge the appointment of a schoolmistress, which took place soon 
afterwards. Hitherto, however, the arrangements of the school 
have not been such as to render it as serviceable as I anticipated. 
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Thus, for instance, there are at present twenty-four Church of Grangegor- 
England convicts in the prison ; of these eight can read well, 
and live imperfectly; four can write a little, and three have — 
barely a notion of arithmetic ; while not more than one-fourth £!f‘ 
of the on tii e number attend school. On this bead, therefore, 
it is for the present sufficient for me to offer the following sug- 
gestions, in which, with their permission, I am happy to say 
both the Roman Catholic and the Presbyterian chaplains entirely 

concur : — 

1. I hat all the prisoners be required to attend the daily 
school. The attendance of those who from age or other causes 
are unable to learn, can be discontinued after trial. 

2. That all who are able shall learn reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. 

3. 1 hat a Report Boole bo left in the school, in order that the 
chaplains, when they visit, may have an opportunity of entering 
such observations as they wish. 

If these regulations arc adopted, several improvements in the 
detailed management of the school will necessarily follow. 

Wm. Maturin, Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict 
Prisons, &c., 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Freshen 

29, Biackhall-streot, Dublin, Report'.' 1 5 

27th February, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your request of furnishing 
a Report, 1 beg to state, that I have attended at the Grange- 
gorman Government Prison during the past year at least three 
times in each week, for the purpose of communicating religious 
and moral instruction to the female convicts belonging to the 
Presbyterian Church committed to my care. I am happy to 
report that, in general, they have evinced an anxious desire to 
receive instruction in the Sacred Scriptures, as well as in that 
excellent summary of theology, tiro Shorter Catechism. 

The majority can read well, and others are improving. Their 
demeanour has been, upon the whole, highly satisfactory to me, 
which can be testified by the head matron. Some of them are 
usefully employed in the laundry and hospital, which is bene- 
ficial not only to the health of the body but also of the mind. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, yours faithfully, 

Samuel Simpson, 

Presbyterian Chaplain. 

The Board of Directors, ■Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. RcmanCath die 

Chaplain’s 

Grangegorman Prison, Dublin, Report. 

1st March, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit to you my Report 
for 1854. 

Before the late change in the law for the punishment of con- 
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victs the female prisoners were, as an ordinary rule, removed, 
as soon as convenient, after the passing' of sentence, to the 
colonies ; hence it was impracticable to carry out for them 
any .thing like a perfect reformatory system in this country. 
The lamentable results of this are well known, and have been 
clearly set forth in both public and private communications 
from Van Diemen’s Land. 

The regulations hitherto observed in this prison, though well 
suited for a temporary depot, are not such as would advance 
most effectually the reformation of the moral character of its 
inmates. As I take it, all the rules of the prison ought to be 
framed with a view to this object ; hence the efforts of the 
chaplain to change the heart, and instruct in religion, should 
be supported by the general arrangements of the prison. It is 
not to be forgotten that vice is contagious, and that amongst 
criminals, various grades of guilt are to be found ; wherefore 
it is most desirable to adopt such a classification as would pre- 
vent the extension of depravity, and act as an inducement to 
propriety of conduct. 

To make this institution as near as might be self-supporting 
seems to have been the object hitherto aimed at; hence the 
prisoner is occupied not at the employment most suited for 
her, but often at that from which the hugest profit may be 
realized. Without questioning the legitimacy of this regulation, 
so long as the prisoners were left here but for a short period, 
I would venture to say its perpetuation would evince a short- 
sighted economy ; for by it the system of classification above 
mentioned is prevented, 'and the education of the convict, in 
very many instances, suspended. I would, therefore, beg spe- 
cial attention to this matter, in order that henceforward no 
mere physical employment, how pressing soever its necessity, 
be allowed to interfere either with the moral training or educa- 
tion of the prisoners. I think it would be very advisable to 
limit the duties of the schoolmistress to the instruction of the 
prisoners ; and to render the school as effective as possible, it 
would be well to have it visited occasionally by an authorized 
inspector, and to have a book in care of mistress wherein the 
chaplains would, from time to time, make reports on the details 
of the school. 

There are many convicts in this prison who are altogether 
unskilled in any useful employment ; several of these would be 
honest members of society if they had any means of supporting 
themselves by industry. To such a class it would be advisable 
to impart a knowledge of some trade or occupation, whereby 
it might be reasonably expected that the necessities under 
which they violated the laws would not exist after their dis- 
charge. I am not singular in believing that thirty prisoners 
are as many as any one class matron can properly attend to ; 
Wherefore, it would be advisable to increase the number of 
these officers, and to require as a qualification in each of those 
who would be engaged, the capability of filling the position of 
trade instructress. 

It may not be out of place to venture a remark on a question 
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of very great importance, viz., the course to be pursued towards Grangegoh- 
the convict when the term of her imprisonment shall arrive. MA dJ p e 0 “ le 
W e need not refer to the sad records of the city gaol to prove — 
how ill-advised it would be to permit the prisoner to return to 
her old associates, or the scenes of her previous delinquencies. Bqm-t. 
There can be. no second opinion on the imprudence of such a 
step ; hence it is most desirable to establish an asylum, into 
which many prisoners might be induced to enter, on their dis- 
charge from custody. There the good work commenced in 
• prison might be perfected, and the penitent be qualified for 
such situation as would be suited to her circumstances. Many, 
no doubt, would not be anxious to avail themselves of such an 
institution ; to meet their case it might be advisable, as a reward 
for good . conduct, to shorten the term of imprisonment, with 
the .proviso of immediate departure to some other country. 

Their industry would be promoted by making them earn, either 
by manual labour or progress in education, their passage-money 
to their adopted country. 

It is to be hoped the old practice of submitting to the chap- 
lains samples of the provisions supplied to the convicts will be 
resumed, no valid reason having been given for its suppression. 

I have to express my approval of the general conduct of the 
prisoners during the past year ; they ordinarily seem anxious 
to improve themselves, and willingly attend to instruction. 

From the Sisters of Charity I have received much and valu- 
able assistance, for which I am deeply grateful. 

I cannot conclude this report without making known the 
kindness and co-operation I have invariably experienced from 
the governor, matron, and other officers of the prison. 

Gentlemen, I have the honour to be your obedient servant, 

H. Beardwood, R. C. Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 
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Cork Govern- CORK GOVERNMENT FEMALE PRISON. 

ment Female 

Prison. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 
February 27, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with your instructions, I have 
the honour to submit my Report for the Cork Female Convict 
Prison up to 31st December, 1854; and in doing so, to observe 
that it can contain but little matter in connexion with the usual 
details of management. So limited a period having elapsed 
since its opening for the reception of prisoners, that 1 am 
afforded but little to communicate beyond the details of a few 
months’ operations, and the prison repairs and alterations. 

The buildings, formerly used as a lunatic asylum, were handed 
over to the convict department on the 20th of May, 1854, under 
an order from the Commissioners of Public Works. I found 
the premises, from long disuse, in a very bad condition. The 
roofs, particularly those of the lower building, much damaged ; 
all extern wood-work in a deca} r ed state ; no glass in the win- 
dows ; locks unserviceable ; no cooking apparatus ; pumps and 
waterworks defective : sewerage, where such existed, choked 
up and insufficient; in fact, the whole concern in a most dilapi- 
dated and insecure state. 

A sum of £200 was placed at my disposal to carry out the 
necessary repairs ; and it being ordered, that the work was to he 
executed as far as possible by convict labour, fifty prisoners 
were drafted from Spike Island, and seven trades’ convicts from 
Philipstown Prison for the purpose. But prior to their reception, 
it was necessary, to some extent, to secure the premises to 
prevent escape ; and this, together with roof repairs and prison 
fastenings, had to be executed by contract or paid labour ; the 
remainder of the work was performed by the convicts, and late 
in August, all that could be done with the means at disposal, 
was finished and reported accordingly. 

The premises consist of three buildings unconnected with 
each other, and consequently difficult of management, except 
at an expensive cost for staff. 1 calculate the accommodation at 
233 as follows : — 



In separation in cells, 


143 


In association in rooms, 


50 


In hospital, 


40 




233 



There are also five day rooms and two large apartments con- 
verted into Protestant and Roman Catholic chapels, and school 
room, stores, laundry, wash-house, drying house, &c. ; but theso 
latter are all many years constructed, and more or less defec- 
tive. 
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The sewerage from the upper buildings has been rendered ope- cork Govern- 
rative where practicable, bet from the lower building none exists §2Z£ 
except for surface water. The closets here hate to be cleared 
out weekly. This has been a great defect and inconvenience, even 
during the winter season ; and I would urge the expediency of 
establishing effective sewerage from this portion of the premises 
and constructing pits in the upper yards, where there is no 
communication with the sewerage, before the summer season 
sets m. 

It took some time to procure the outfit of bedding, furniture, 
utensils, and equipments of various kinds contingent on the 
establishment ot a prison, which were generally obtained from 
the Ordnance and Prison Departments, and on the 20th of 
October a portion of the staff of officers having been got in 
under Mrs. Lidwill, the head matron, the prison opened by 
the reception of thirty convicts from Grangegorman, Dublin ■ 
and on 6th November, a further draft of sixty wore ordered 
from same prison. _ The conduct of the prisoners has been for a 
time far from satisfactory. The head matron has met with 
many difficulties in establishing proper discipline, supported 
(with but one exception) by a newly appointed and inexpe- 
rienced staff, all of whom had to he instructed in their duties ; 
they are, however, generally diligent and attentive, and some of 
them will make excellent officers. 

My present position as Governor of Spiko Island Prison, pre- 
vents me from furnishing you with the statistical details which 
usually accompany an Annual Report; hut being at a distance 
from the records, from which such information could be pro- 
cured, I find it impossible to do so, without absenting myself 
from my duties here, which at the present moment would be 
most inconvenient. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Francis Hogreve, late Superintendent, 

Cork Female Convict Prison. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



[Medical Officer’s Report. 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



Cork Government Prison, 
February 28, 1855. 

Gentlemen, It gives me great pleasure to report that the 

sanitary condition of the Cork Government Prison nas been in 
a very satisfactory state from the period of its being opened, on 
the 20th of October, to the 31st of December, 1854. Thirty 
prisoners were received on the 20th of Octobei, and sixty on 
the 6th of November. The health of the inmates has been ex- 
tremely good, and some prisoners who arrived in delicate health 
having completely regained their usual condition, pioves that 
the regular exercise and discipline of the establishment have 
been conducive to the health of the inmates. No epidemic has 
manifested itself during the period above mentioned, and the 
diseases which have been most frequent are of that class inci- 
dental to the season of the year, or some natural delicacy on 
the part of the individuals. I have annexed a list of the 
patients ; none of the cases were of a very aggravated character, 
and after a little time regained their usual health and strength 
From this it will be perceived that the general character of 
diseases has been that of affections, of the mucous membrane, 
the most prevalent form of disease in this locality. Since the 
establishment was opened to the end of the year 1854, there 
were admitted twenty-six patients into hospital, and sixty-two 
extern patients were prescribed for, the complaints of the latter 
not being sufficiently severe for hospital attention. No death 
has occurred. 



English Cholera, 

Simple continued Fever, 
Indigestion and Biliary De- 
rangement, 

Rheumatism, 

Pain in the Stomach, . 
Headache, . 

Bronchitis, . 

Dropsy, • 

Constipation, 

Diarrhoea, 

Colic, 

Sickness of Stomach, . 
Hysteria, 

General Debility, . 
Nervousness, 



1 

1 

10 

6 

8 

7 

2 

1 

5 
2 
3 

6 
1 
1 
2 



Coughs, 

Scrofula, 

Tooth-ache, . 

Inflammation of Eyes, . 
Inflammation of Face, . 
Deafness, « 

Tumour on Pelvis, 
Inflammation of Ankle-joint, 
Abscess in the Breast, . 
Ulcer of Leg, 

Ulcer of Hand, 

Varicose Veins, . _ . 

Inflammation of Tonsils, 
Abscess in Gum, . 



7 

4 

4 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

88 



I have the honour 
servant, 



to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 

Barry Delany, m.d., 

Medical Attendant. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Castle, Dublin. 
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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 



Cork, March 3rd, 1855. 

Gentlemen —Li forwarding a report from the Cork Female 
Convict Depot f or the portion of the year ending 31st De- 
cember, 1854, I beg to state that I commenced my duties as 
Protestant Chaplain there m the month of October 'last. The 
number of convicts under my charge has been nine, who have, 
with the exception of one who has been in hospital since her 
arrival, regularly attended divine service once every Sunday, 
each week assembled for religious instruction. 

The demeanour of all has been, in general, most orderly and 
attentive, and m some cases seemed to evince considerable 
interest. 

The shortness of the period since opening the institution, 
has not, of course, afforded much opportunity for observing any 
effects produced by the system therein pursued, and seems not 
to call for any lengthened remarks from me. 



I beg to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

G. M. M’Cord, 

Protestant Chaplain. 

Ihe Directors of Government 
Prisons, Ireland. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Cork, February 21, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your request, conveyed to 
me through the Governor of the Cork Government Prison, I 
have the honour to furnish my report as Roman Catholic Chap- 
lain of that establishment.. The very short period which has 
elapsed since its erection into a prison, and, in consequence, 
its still incomplete organization, will account, I trust, for the 
necessary brevity of this report. 

I can say, generally, of the prisoners in the Cork Female 
Convict prison, the far greater proportion of whom are entrusted 
to my ministry, that their dispositions, as testified by their per- 
sonal demeanour, give no uncertain promise of their ultimate 
reformation. 

With few exceptions I find them most assiduous in the dis- 
charge of their religious duties, and even edifying in their 
attention to the doctrinal teaching and moral instructions 
which, in my office of Roman Catholic Chaplain, it is my duty 
to impress upon them. All the prisoners who had been undei- 
my spiritual care at the recent holy festival of Christmas were 
admitted to sacramental communion ; and even since I have had 
the satisfaction of administering sacraments to no inconsiderable 
number of the convicts. To qualify them for this high privi- 
lege is in itself a guarantee for their greater improvement. 



Cork Govern- 
ment Female 
Prison. 

Chaplain’s 

Report. 



t.C. Chapin in’s 
Report . 
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The design of the Government, I assume, being not so much 
the punishment as the moral and religious amelioration of the 
unhappy, r.nd, in many cases, most ignorant beings, confined in 
this prison, I would respectfully, yet most earnestly request ot 
the gentl 'men to whom I have the honour of submitting this 
report, that they will promptly authorize the admission, at cer- 
tain intervals, of the ladies, the Sisters of Mercy, to the Cork 
Female Convict Prison, who arc ready to afford mo their gra- 
tuitous and invaluable assistance for the bettor religious instruc- 
tion and consequent personal reformation of the Roman Catholic 
prisoners detained in said prison. 

The Chaplains of other prisons in Ireland, (Grangegorman, 
for instance, and the Cork County Gaol), are permitted to avail 
themselves of the like assistance, to the groat advantage of those 
establishments, because of the uniformly beneficial and peculiar 
influence which those truly charitable and disinterested ladies 
always acquire over those females, however obdurate or fallen, 
whom it is their holy mission to reclaim from vice and ignorance. 
The increased anil still increasing- number of the Roman 
Catholic convicts in the Cork Prison has already made the 
necessity urgent for the Roman Catholic Chaplain to have every 
such legitimate assistance for their greater improvement, and 
this irrespective of any secular teaching or industrial training 
such as is in progress of arrangement for the benefit of the pri- 
soners generally. 

In conclusion, I would very respectfully, urge upon the 
Government, through the Directors of Her Majesty's Prisons in 
Ireland, that the philanthropic objects generally ascribed to 
the establishment of tire Cork Female Convict Prison would be 
greatly promoted or absolutely secured if the respective chap- 
lains of the Prison were enabled, by sufficient remuneration, to 
give attention exclusively to their prison duties, and undivided 
by those pecuniary anxieties (so fatal to human energy) entailed 
by the sheer poverty to which, under the existing system of 
remuneration, they are so injudiciously, and, as far as the prison 
is concerned, so injuriously condemned. 

The Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Cork Female Convict 
Prison begs finally to assure you, gentlemen, that he is person- 
ally but little interested in your adoption, should you entertain 
it, of the foregoing suggestion, as by favour of bis diocesan, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Dclany, Roman Catholic Bishop of Cork, lie 
hopes for a speedy and final removal from his present most 
embarrassing (because most needy) connexion with Hoi- 
Majesty's Government Prison in the city of Cork. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself, Gentlemen, your 
humble servant, 



William Cunningham, 



Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Her Majesty's 
Government Prisons in Ireland. 
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Maryborough 
Government 

GOVERNOR’S REPORT. f— *' 

Governor's 

Maryborough Government Prison. Rqm*. 

n _ , April 30, 1854. 

Gentlemen,— I have the honour to submit herewith my 
Report together with the Statistical Return of the Convicts 
confined m this Prison, for the year ending 1854. 

I have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the marked 

improvement m the conduct and demeanour of the prisoners 

different altogether from that of former years, when obscene 
language, riot, and insubordination was the rule. Now— unless 
in very rare instances — peace, order, industry, and a thirst for 
knowledge is the general practice. I had only to inflict punish- 
ment in two or three instances, and these were new comers, 
that soon cooled down, finding no support. The prisoners 
were constantly employed learning useful trades, and at prison 
duties. . file juveniles, and those capable of receiving school 
instruction, made, I am happy to say, considerable progress 
under the superintendence of the chaplains, who were indefati- 
gable in their endeavours to promote the moral and spiritual 
welfare of the prisoners. 

I bog to enclose the Report of the Protestant chaplain. Rev. 

Mr. Goodwin. In consequence of the lamented death of the 
Very Rev. Nicholas O’Connor, no report can be sent from the 
Roman Catholic chaplain. Under the care of the physician, 

Dr. Jacob, who was unremitting in his attention, the health of 
the prisoners was extraordinarily good ; not a single death 
during the year, and very few cases of sickness— principally 
scrofula, brought here from other prisons. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

James Young, Governor. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed and dis- Statistics. 
posed of for one year, commencing January the 1st, and ending 31st 
December, 1854. 



1st January, 1854, in custody, .... 
Committed from County Gaols, .... 


. 3 


13 


,, Ennis Government Prison, 


. 50 




,, Philip stown Government Prison, 


. 13 




Committed for the year ended, 31st Pec., 1854, 


— 


G6 


IIOW DISPOSED OF. 




79 


Removed to County Gaols, .... 


. 1 




„ Bermuda, ..... 


. 5 




„ Mountjoy, ..... 


. 39 




„ Philipstown, ..... 

„ Spilce Island, ..... 


. 15 




. 13 




„ Discharged, 


. 3 







76 


Remaining in custody 31st December, 1854, 




3 



79 
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Maryborough 


Convicted in 1849, 


Government 


„ 1850, 


Prison. 


„ 1851, 


Governor's 


„ 1852, 


Report. 


1853, 


Statistics. 


„ 1854, 



r 

i 

37 

37 

3 

79 



10 yrs. and under 14 yrs. 



14 

16 

18 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 



Arson, 

Assault and Robbery, 
Burglary, . 

Burglary and Robbery, 
Cattle Stealing, 

Cow Stealing, , 
Forgery, . 

Felony, 

False Pretences, 
Highway Robbery, 
Horse Stealing, 

House Breaking, 
House Robbeiy, 
Larceny from Shop, . 



16 



18 


„ 16 


20 


„ 13 


30 


„ 33 


40 


„ 6 


50 


2 


60 


” 3 


70 


» 1 




79 




CRIA 




1 




1 




. 11 




. 5 




. 3 




. 5 




. 1 




. 8 




. 1 




. 1 




. 1 




. 1 




l 




. 3 



SENTENCES. 

7 years, 

10 „ . 

14 ,, • 

15 „ . 

6 yrs. penal servitude, 

4 „ „ • 



Roman Catholics, . 
Protestants, . 
Presbyterians, 



44 

23 



79 

72 

5 

2 

79 



Larceny from Person, 

„ W earing Apparel, 

„ of Meal, . 

„ of Money, . 

,, after former Conviction. 

Robbery, .... 
Receiving Stolen Goods, . 
Stealing a Calf, 

Sheep Stealing, 

Sacrilege, .... 
Stealing iBooks, 



School Classification and Proficiency for tlie years 1854. 



No. of Class. 


Classes Commenced. 


No. in cacli Class. 


Advanced through early 
Spelling. 


Advanced through early 
Reading. 


Advanced through Reading 
and Writing. 


Advanced through the Rules 
of Arithmetic. 


Advanced through the Rule 
of Three. 


Advanced through the higher 
Rules of Arithmetic. 


Chiefly at Prison Duties 
and in Hospital. 


| Totals. 


1 


In the Alphabet, 


23 


10 


1 7 




- 


- 


- 


6 


23 


2 


In early Spelling, 


14 


- 


1 6 




~ 




~ 






3 


In early Reading, 


13 


- 


— 






~~ 






13 


4 


In Reading & Writing, 


13 


- 


- 


“ 




~ 








6 


In early Rules oil 


8 






_ 


_ 


5 


- 


3 


8 




Arithmetic, . J 




















6 


Rule of Three, . 


8 


- 


- 
















Total, 


79 


10 


I 18 


10 


14 


5 


6 


21 


79 



Jambs Young, Governor. 
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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Maryborough Convict Prison. 

I compliance with the request made of me, I beg briefly to 
state my impression with regard to the moi’al state of the 
prisoners who came under my charge as chaplain of the Mary- 
borough Convict Depot I have much pleasure in beariim 
testimony to the thankfulness, on their parts, wherewith my 
services as such were received and acknowledged by them, and 

unattended with*® 6 ^ that they have not been ^together 
unattended with good and happy results to some. Those who 

prior to incarceration, appear to have been quite careless and 
inattentive to the requirements and duties of Christianity, I 
fondly hope have been led to see their importance. The Sab- 
bath services were marked by extreme decorum and attention 
on their part; and in my week-day conversations with them 
the instructions on religious truths I was enabled to give were 
received with every seeming mark of reverence and respect. 
There were one or two, of whom I am disposed to think so 
favourably as to indulge the expectation that they will be led 
to “walk m newness of life,” and be no longer a bane to society, 
or a pest to themselves. 



Wm. Goodwin, 

Chaplain of Maryborough Convict Prison. 



Maryborough 

Government 

Prison. 

Chaplain's 

Report. 
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A P P E N D I X. 



Return of tlie 
Confinement in 
Mortality. 



Average Number of Male 
the Government Prisons in 



and Female Convicts in 
the Year 1854, and the 



Names of the 
Government Prisons. 


Average Number ot 
Convicts in Confine- 
ment in 1854. 


Number of Deaths. 


Males. I 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


Spike Island, 


1,956 


_ 


228 


- 


Philipstown, 


324 


- 






Mount joy, • 


443 


- 






Smithfield, . 


2SG 


- 




“ 


Newgate, . 


275 


- 


17 


— 


Maryborough, . 


40 


- 


- 


“ 


Grangegorman, . 


- 


287 


- 




Cork, . 


- 


90 


- 




Totals, . 


1 3,324 


377 


| 283 


6 




3,701 


289 



GRATUITIES. 

l No m-isoner during the period of his confinement, has any claim to 
C s or ^remuneration of any kind, but as a reward for good conduct and 

'‘^Gratuities will be credited to Prisoners according to tire Classes m 
which thev may be, and their industry at work. 

W The gratuities according to Classes will for the present be as follows.- 



Nil. 

Id. per week. 
2d. „ 

3d. „ 

4d. „ 

Id. 



Probation Class, 

Third Class, 

Second Class, . • * 

First Class, (for first C months), 

First Class, (after first 6 months), 

Exemplary Class, 

Prisoners, by extra exertion and industry, will be eU|ible to ^ jeom- 

Thbxl 'classes, ^2(7 per ^ S* to time be 

T°St b amtun?“'nity credited, to a prisoner will be paid to him on 
bis discharge, by instalments after his discharge, or be laid out for his benefit 
afthe S discretion of the Directors, under such regulations as the Chief Secre- 

‘^P^rs—u 1 

g^ufef c^^Z^“MchS^hS have - misconducted them- 
lives and an# prisoner who attempts to escape, or who shall be ^ of 

have been previously placed to his credit. 
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« S ' ™ Tbf of .P ris T' s ° f ^rzncei age, or of invalids, or of those who. 
from any other- circumstances, may be unable to perform w-k, while in the 
Exemplary, the First, or Second Classes, will be specially considered whh a 
view to some small gratuity being credited to them, provided that their con- 
duct be m all respects satisfactory. 



FORM TO BE FILLED DP BY A CANDIDATE FOR EMPLOY- 
MENT IN THE IRISH CONVICT SERVICE. 

PARTICULARS. 

Date of Application, 

Name, 

Country, 

Age, 

Single or Married, Number of Children, 

Residence or Address, 

Situation applied for, * 

Trade or Occupation, 

Present or latest employment, 

If receiving any Pension, Amount, 

How soon ready for proposed duties, 

Recommended by, 

Signature of the Candidate, 



QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED. 

req^ired.° f l ' HeXCepti0naWem0ral character > of Testimonials will b< 
To be under or about 40 years of age. 

To be 5 feet 6 inches or upwards in height. 

requISipScnr 115 S P“ tae “ ° f ktter - Ration foi 

To know the first . 4 rides of arithmetic. 

stitution. m S °° d tealth ’ free fi '° m ^ bodiIy disea3e ’ and of a SOTmd con- 
To be active, intelligent, and of good temper. 



W be Ca “ dldate m,ls t send in with this paper copies of satisfactory Certi- 
scates as to his or her possessing the above qualifications, and be prepared 

0 produce the originals if require! One of which to be from the clergyman 

01 the church which he or she attends. ^ 

AH appointments in the Convict Service are on probation for Six Months. 

5 ef0 n e b , ei , u 2 a PP roved > 'whl be niedically examined by a Surgeon to 
applied forf ^ °* ^ ^ ^ th aud stren ° fch to und ertake the duties of the situation 



i 



H 



Appendix. 

Gratuities. 



Form to be 
filled up by a 
Candidate for 
Employment 
in the Irish 
Convict Ser- 
vice. 
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SUPERINTENDENT OE TRADES. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

1 . lie shall give such security for the due performance of the duties of his 
office as shall be required. 

2. He shall not be concerned, either directly or indirectly, in any trade or 

business, occupation or employment whatsoever, other than such as belongs 
to his office. * . 

3. He shall take charge of and be responsible for the business of the 
Government Prisons’ Store Depot. 

4. I-Ie shall have the general management and direction of the trades and 
manufactures carried on in the various prisons, and shall make himself 
acquainted with the nature of such manufactures as may be introduced, and 
shall suggest, for the consideration of the Directors, any observations that 
may occur to him for the increase, improvement, or discontinuance of any 
manufacture. 

5. He shall be prepared to give his opinion, in writing, to a Director upon 
any subject connected with the employment of the prisoners ; also upon any 
contract within his department : and he shall report to a Director any breach 
of contract that may come to his knowledge. 

6. He shall receive, examine, and take account of all materials and stores 
connected with the clothing of the prisoners, and the supplies of every 
description required to be issued by him to the several prisons, and shall be 
responsible .for all deficiencies. He shall immediately report to a Director 
any defect in quality, or deficiency in the weight or measure of any articles, 
or irregularity in the delivery thereof, and shall take his directions thereupon. 

7. He shall not, directly or indirectly, have any interest in any contract or 
agreement for the supply of any articles or stores, nor in any sale made for 
'or on account of the Government Prison service ; nor shall he receive, directly 
or indirectly, under any pretence whatsoever, any fee, gratuity,^ or present 
from any contractor, or person tendering any contract with the Government 
Prison service. 

8. lie shall submit, periodically, as far as possible, for the approval of a 
Director, his demands on the contractors for the supply of such stores, 
materials, &c., as may be required for the prison service. AU such demands 
shall be prepared on the prescribed forms, and submitted in triplicate, and if 
approved, the Director so approving shall forward one copy to the contractor, 
who, on the receipt thereof, will be bound to furnish the articles required, 
according to the terms of his contract ; one copy will be retained in the office of 
the Director, for reference when examining the store accounts; the other copy 
will be returned to the Superintendent of Trades, to be retained by him as 
his authority for receiving such articles, and entering the same on his store 
and account books. 

9. He shall not at any time, or under any pretence whatsoever, order any 
article on account of the public service from any contractor or tradesman 
without having previously obtained, in writing, the authority and sanction of 
a Director for so doing. 

10. He shall keep regular accounts of the receipt and issue of all goods 
and articles intrusted to his charge, and shall make requisitions, through a 
Director, in due time, to insure there being at all times a proper supply in 
the stores’ depot to meet the requirements of the service. 

1 1 . It shall be his duty to sec that the store-rooms, &c., in his department 
are kept in proper order, and that all stores are properly and systematically 
arranged therein, and that they are duly and properly labelled. 

1 2. He shall, from time to time, inspect the various scales, weights, and 

measures in use throughout his department, and be held responsible for 
their correctness. . 

13. He shall issue from the stores’ depot all clothing and stores, and all 
articles required for manufacture which may be demanded by the Governors 
or officers in charge of the various Government Prisons, such demandshaving 
been previously approved by a Director. 
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15. He shall bike back and place in the store-rooms all goods which shall 

have been manufactured in the various Government Prisons. He shall not 
however, take back such goods without having previously received a requisi- 
bon to do so, approved by a Director, from the Governor of the prison in 
winch they shall have been manufactured. 1 

16. He shall carefully examine all manufactured goods returned to him 
from the various prisons, which shall, previous to their transmission, be so 
labelled as to show the class of prisoners by whom the work has been performed 
and such other information respecting the same as shall be required. Should 
he find reason to consider that the work has been carelessly or badly ner- 
forined, or that tlic materials have been damaged or injured in any way <Jie 
will immediately bring the subject under the notice of a Director. J ’ 

17. He shall examine the returns of work required to be furnished from 
the various prisons in which manufactures shall be carried on, and he shall 
report thereon to a Director. 



18. lie shall have the management of the sales of all articles which have 
been manufactured in the various prisons ; but he shall not make any such sales 
except at such prices as shall, from time to time, be approved of by a Director. 

19. lie shall receive the money for all sales of manufactured articles 
effected on account of the Government Prison service, and shall enter the 
same in his cash-book, and all such monies shall be paid by him into the 
bank, weekly, or as may, from time to time, be ordered by a Director. 

20 ; He shall forward to a Director, weekly, a return on the form prescribed ■ 
showing the sales which shall have been made, and the monies which shall 
have been received by him, and the disposal thereof. This return, when 
payments shall have been made to him, shall be accompanied by certificates 
of payment on the forms prescribed, signed by the parties by whom such pay- ’ 
ments have been made ; and should the monies received by him have been 
paid into the bank, such payment shall be certified by the bank receipt. 

21. lie will pay all amounts due from the Government Prisons’ Store 
Depot to the contractors, tradesmen or other parties, monthly ; but such 
payments are not to be made without the approval and written authority of ■ 
a Director. 

22. He shall keep books of accounts in such manner as will show the 
amount of goods and articles purchased; their disposal in manufactures or 
otherwise : the goods sold, work done, and the profit and loss upon each 
particular branch of manufacture. 

23. He shall, once every year, take an inventory, to be signed by him, of 
the stock of goods and materials manufactured and unmanufactured, tools 
implements, &e., on hand, and transmit the same as soon as may be practi- 
cable after the 3 1st of March. 

24. All his accounts of receipts and issues, and his account books, shall be 
submitted monthly to a Director for examination, at such time as may be 
appointed. 

25. His cash accounts shall be balanced every month, and a statement 
thereof, accompanied by proper vouchers for all payments, and certificates 
of receipts, shall be submitted to a Director for examination, after which 
they shall be duly forwarded to the Board of A udit. 

26. He shall keep a correct inventory of all furniture, tools, utensils, &c., 
used in the stores, which shall also show the several parties responsible for the 
same, and shall be signed by them : and no article whatever shall be taken 
out of such inventory without the written authority of a Director. 

27. The Governors or officers in charge of the various Government Prisons 
shall, on the 1 st day of each month, transmit for the approval of a Director, 
demands, on the prescribed forms, for all articles of clothing, and stores and 
materials for manufacture, which will be required to be supplied from the 
Stores’ Depot for the service of their respective prisons during the following 
month, which demands, if approved, will be forwarded to the Superintendent 
of Trades, who shall forthwith make demands on the contractors, in the 
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manner laid down in paragraph 8, for such articles as he may. require, in 
order to enable him to meet the demands made on him. 

28 He shall, on the 25th day of each month, forward to a Director a 

report, according to the prescribed form, stating whether the demands made 
by him on the contractors for the stores, &e., authorized to be issued by him 
to the various prisons, have been complied with, and whether he is m a posi- 
tion to make the required issues, or otherwise, on or before the lirst day of 
the following month. ,, 

29 He shall forward to a Director on the 2nd day of each month, a report 

stating whether the stores, &c., required to be issued by him to the various 
prisons for the current month, have been actually forwarded ; and he shall 
particularize any case or cases in which the demands shall not have been 
complied with, detailing the reasons thereof. ... . . 

30. Requisitions for clothing and stores required for the use of the various 
prisons are not to be made on the same demands with those 1 for articles or 
materials required for manufacture ; and the Superintendent of Trades must 
be careful that a clear and proper distinction is made in all Ins books and 
accounts between the articles supplied by him for the use of the prisons, and 
those issued for manufacturing purposes. 

3 1 He shall keep such hooks, accounts, and render such returns as may 
from time to time be required by a Director. 

32. He shall keep all official letters addressed to him, and cause to be 
entered in the letter-book, copies of all, such letters as may be written by 
him, or under his directions. 

33. He shall be responsible for the safe custody of the registers, account 
books, and all other books and documents required to be kept by him, or 
confided to his care, and see that they are preserved unmutilated and unal- 
tered ; and shall, when required by superior authority, produce such books 
and documents for inspection. 

34. He shall, by every means in his power, promote the utmost economy 

in his department. . ... 

35. He shall frequently inspect the various store-rooms, yards, divisions, 
and all parts of the building and premises, in order to see that every thing is 
kept clean and in proper order. 

36 He shall cause a daily examination to be made of all the windows, 
doors, bars, locks, and fastenings, and take every precaution necessary for 
the safe keeping of the stores. 

37. He shall cause proper precautions to be taken against lire, and snail 
not allow any lights to be carried about or used in any of the store-rooms, 
or other parts of the building or premises, except in his own office and those 
of the clerks, and in the private apartments occupied by the porter or 
servants, who may be required to reside in the building, unless inclosed ill 
lanterns. Ho lights or fires are to be left burning unnecessarily, or unat- 
tended to in any part of the building or premises. 

38. He shall be allowed such assistance as may be deemed necessary, for 

can-yin o- on the general business of his office. . 

39. 1-Ie shall have power to suspend any officer or servant employed in his 
department ; and in the event of his finding it necessary to exercise this 
power at any time, he shall, without delay, report the particulars to a 
Director ; and any officer or servant so suspended shall give up any keys 
intrusted 5 to his charge, and if required, shall leave the premises forthwith. 

40. The business of his office shall commence at nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and, under ordinary circumstances, all the store-rooms, offices, &c., shall 
be locked up at five o’clock every evening, and a report in writing shall then 
be made to him by the appointed officer, that all fights and fires used therein 
have been extinguished, and that the necessary precautions for the safety oi 
the building and premises have been attended to. 
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Comparative Abstract of the Estimates for the Maintenance of Crarnttr Itasoss in Ireea?», showiij the 
of the Expenses for all the Establishments, and the Averagi Cos 





MOUNTJOY, 


Smithfield, 


Newgate, 


Female Depot, 




HEADS OF SERVICE. 


530 Prisoners 1853-54. 
530 „ 1854-55. 


320 Prisoners 1853-54. 
320 „ 1854-55. 


300 Prisoners 1853-5-1. 
300 „ 1854-55. 


300 Prisoners !853lj| 
300 „ 1854-55.' 






1853-54. 


1854-55. 


1853-54. 


1854-55. 


1853-54. 


1854-55. 


1853-5-1. 


1854-55. 







£ s. A. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. a: 


£ s. d. 


£ s. A. 


£ s. cl, 




Salaries if principal officers and clerks, . 


1,065 0 0 


1,290 0 0 


608 0 




282 ,? 


312 0 0 


445 0 0 


540 0 0 


1,7 
















,*2-14 0 0 

0 16 3 






Wages of inferior officers and servants, 

Cost per prisoner. 


1,558 0 0 


1,551 0 0 


905 0 










4,8 


Salaries and wages of manufacturing or labour de- 




665 0 0 


90 0 


1 90 0 0 


140 0 0 


130 0 0 


76 0 0 


no o o 




Oosl par prisoner, 




' 


















3,318 0 0 


3,506 0 0 


1,603 0 


- 1,846 : 0 0 


986 0 0 


1,029 0 0 




1,012 0 0 


6,8 




























a 




50 0 0 


84 0 0 


66 0 0 


102 0 0 
























Cost pi r prisoner 












52 10 0 










135 0 0 


192 0 0 




0 | 60 0 0 


4 * 0 ° 


, 8 n 


/ U J 




Cost per prisoner, 


3,352 5 0 






onan „ n 


1 717 n 




1,567 10 0 


1,740 0 0 


13,0 


Victualling prisoners, 

Cost per prisoner. 

Clothing prisoners, . . . • 

Cost per prisoner, 

Bedding prisoners 


3, <10 0 0 


' 5 14 


i ‘nioo 


5 14 0 


« 10 0 


9 1 # 


SI- J 




530 0 0 


mu o 


320 0 


0j 400 0 0 


300 0 0 


375 0 0 


75 0 0 


225 0 0 


2,9 


66 5 0 


132 10 0 


40 0 


*° ; s 


37 10 0 


75 ° ° 


30 0 0 


45 0 0 




Medicines and surgical instruments, 


60 0 0 


80 0 0 


40 0 


oi 70 0 0 


40 0 0 




120 0 0 


100 0 0 


1 


Medical comforts (extra for the sick). 


40 0 0 


50 0 0 


20 0 


:| is; 


20 0 


32 ° ? 


60 0 0 


40 0 0 




Cost per prisonei . 




















Clothing and travelling expenses of prisoners on 
liberation, 

Cost per prisoner, 


, 5 “ 


1,005 0 0 


10 0 


« “ ? “ 


“ ° 


26 0 0 
10 0 0 


HI 








50 0 0 


20 0 0 


*? J 


0 










Cost per pnsoncr. 


10 0 0 








6 n 


s n n 


10 0 0 






Kitchen utensils, 

Cost pel prisoner. 

Fuel and light for general purposes 


650 0 0 


150 0 




130 0 


180 0 0 




”*' 


9 


650 0 






















Washing, including repairs oflinon, 


» 


190 0 0 


80 0 






° i 














n 




10 o 




25 0 


25 0 ( 




Soap, scouring and cleaning articles, 




30 0 0 
















Cost pci prisoner. 








o * „ , 




s n n 


10 0 


10 0 








-u u 0 




1 n n a 








9 0 • 




Coat pi t' prisoner, 










f „ 


a n 


in n 


10 01 




Funeral expenses, 


40 0 


40 0 0 


10 0 


0 76 0 


10 0 


10 0 0 








Cost pn prisoner. 










n n 


on n n 


an n 


100 0 


30 


Various small disbursements 


90 0 




' L 

















8,454 10 


10,393 0 


4,324 


0 4,837 0 


3,475 0 


4,030 0 


2,951 10 


3,591 0 < 


U i. 


Gross total cost per prison c 














538 0 




K22 


Deduct— Earnings of Prisoners, • • • 










2,816 0 


. 


2,413 10 




: 






0 




1 , 










Net total cost pcrprirei" ' 
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ihe Amount undereach Head of Service; the Number of Prisoners, and the Cost per head; with a Summary 
:Cost per Prisoner, for the Years 1853-54, and 1854-55. J 



SriKE Island, 


Fort Camden, 


Fort Carlisle, 


Maryborough, 


PllILirSTOlVN, 


Summary, 


2.380 Prisoners 1853-54. 
5^0 „ . 1354-56. 


132 Prisoners 1853-5-1. 
132 „ 1854-55. 


130 Prisoners 1853-54. 
130 „ 1854-55. 


120 Prisoners 1863-54. 
100 „ 185-4-55. 


400 Prisoners 1853-54. 
400 „ 1854-55. 


4,012 Prisoners 1853-54. 
4,592 „ 1854-55. 


1853-51. 


1854-55. 


1853-54. 


1854-55. 


1853-54. 


1854-55. 


1853-54. 


185-1-55. 


1853-54. 


| 1854-55. 


1853-54. 


.1854-55. 


£ s. d 


£ 1. d 


' £ s. d 


£ s. d 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d 


£ s. d. 


£ , s. d 


£ s . d 


£ I. d 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


1,707 0 0 


1,700 0 0 








. . 


155 0 0 


■ 155 0 0 


850 0 0 


1,020.0 0 


5,H2 p 0 


5,575 0 0, 


4 ' 802 V 


4,770 0 .0 








' 


145 0 0 


145 0 0 


933 0 0 


970 0 0 


9,211 O 0 


*9, §89 0 0 


“ ? ; 


"J ? 0° 














215 | 0 0 


189 5 


1,455 0 0 


1,410 0 0 


8,803 0 0 


6,717 0 0 








300 a. o. 


300 0 0 


1,998 0 0 


1,170 0 0 


15,778 0 0 


16,280 0 0 


555 10 0 


M# 0 p 




» • 




27 10 0 






60 10 0 


102 0 0 


827 0 0 


1,017 10 0 


32-1 0 0 


280 0 0 




20 0 0 




24 0 0 


10 0 0 


10 0 0 


105 0 0 


98 0 0 


696 0 0 


743 10 0 


13,090 0 0 


14,280 0 0 


858 ^ 0 0 


924 0 0 


845 0 0 


910 0 0 


024 0 0 


650. 0 0 


2,290 0 0 


2,000 0 0 


26,176 5 0 


28,841 0 0 


2,975 0 0 


2,975 0 0 


165 0 0 


165 0 0 


162 10 0 


162 10 0 


120 0 0 


100 0 0 


500 0 0 


400 0 0 


5,147 10 0 


5,465 0 0 


548 15 0 


549 ° ° 


16 10 0 


16 10 0 


50 10 0 


55 0 0 


90 0 0 


25 0 0 


200 0 0 




1,085 10 0 


978 0 0 


120 0 0 


120 0 0 






15 0 0 


15 0 0 


15 0 0 ! 


10 0 0 


100 0 0 


80 0 0 


510 0 0 


540 0 0 


120 0 0 


120 0 0 










5 0 0 


• « 


30 0 0 


10 0 0 


295 0 0 


293 0 0 




2,100 0 0 














10 0 0 


10 0 0 


84 0 0 


3,239 0 0 


30 0 0 


25 0 0 


10 o o 


12 0 0 


so o o 


50 0 0 


20 0 0 


10 0 0 


3,500 0 0 




3,710 0 0 


152 0 0 


18 ,? ° 


20 0 0 






8 0 0 


“ ,» J 


• • 


5 0 0 




50 0 0 


03 0 0 


120 0 0 


036 0 0 


1,237 0 


82 ° ° 


75 0 0 


86 13 0 


*,» 0 


40 0 0 


35 0 0 


200 0 0 


310 0 0 


2,209 13 0 


2,863 0 0 


60 0 0 


70 0 0 


12 0 0 


7 0 0 


“ ® « 


l « ° 


16 0 0 


15 0 0 


loo o o 


100 0 0 


411 0 0 


604 0 0 


70 0 0 


80 ,° ° 


3 0 0 


5 0 0 




8 ° ° 


6 0 0 


• 0 0 


20 0 0 


20 0 0 


167 0 0 


198 0 0 


75 0 0 


50 ° ° 


* 0 0 


5 ° ° 


5 0 0 


8 ,? ° 


3 10 0 




20 0 0 


10 0 0 


143 10 0 


114 0 0 


20 0 0 


• ! • 










* • ; 




10 0 0 


10 0 0 


« • . 


59 0 0 














>° J> o 


10 0 0 


10 0 0 


oo o o 


80 0 0 


195 O 0 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 


30 0 0 


30 0 0 


30 0 0 


30 “ ° 


46 10 0 


■ ° ; 


,? 


: 


816 10 0 


822 0 0 


26,087 5 o 


20,498 0 0 


1,160 10 0 


1,297 10 0 


1,241 13 0 


1,377 0 0 


1,318 0 0 1,224 0 0 


9,353 10 0 


° ,a ?“n ° 


58,345 18 0 


62,477 10 0 












4,901 4 11 


34^63 0 1 


1,160 10 0 


1,241 13 0 . . 


1,318 0 0 . . 


0,353 10 0 , . . 


53,444 13 1 



ffl tuition of tbo Estimate are paid direct into the Exchequer. 
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